
Stirling makes some fresh changes         
for the arrival of new students

T
he University night club, 
Glow, and  Union bar, Studio,  
have been renovated and giv-
en a new lease of life for the 

start of the semester. 
Luke Fenton, President of the Stir-

ling University Student Union, said, 
“It’s been painted, upholstered and 
fitted with the latest in HD TVs, so 
that we can provide an up-to-date and 
exciting experience for all who visit. 

“Downstairs we have transformed 
Glow into Envy by giving it a whole 

new look. We have high hopes for 
Envy Freshers’ week.”

Jamie Moore, Vice President for 
Activities and Development, helped 
refurbish Envy over the summer. “We 
hope we disperse the old impressions 
of Glow which have been reinvented 
as Envy. I am now looking forward to 
a fantastic Freshers’ week.”

Also, Stirling University has asked 
local businesses to stock up on essen-
tials such as pasta, rice and taxi serv-
ices to help students settle in.

The request is one of many prepara-
tions made by the University, the Un-
ion and local businesses to help fresh-
ers in their first week. 

Andy Mitchell, Head of Communi-
cations for the University, said of the 
plea for pasta, “this was in response to 
several anecdotal stories we heard last 
year about supermarkets running out 
of pasta.”

The Store Manager of Tesco, Stew-
art Crichton, said they increase their 
stock of kitchen and household items, 
pasta, rice, pot noodles, frozen food 
and fruit and vegetables by 20% be-
fore Freshers’. They also look at prices 
of duvets, pans, stationery and alco-
hol. Across the whole store they have 
a 15% increase in sales. 

Tobacco firm fights for 
University research 
Zsuzsanna Matyak
News Editor

Ailsa Roworth-Stokes
News Editor 

Students enjoying the new look Envy on the first day of Freshers week                Picture: Rajmund Bakonyi
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P
hilip Morris International 
(PMI), the tobacco firm 
making Marlboro cigarettes, 
has made a Freedom of 

Information (FoI) request to a re-
search team at the University of Stir-
ling regarding confidential surveys 
revealing young people’s attitude to 
cigarette marketing and display. The 
move triggered widespread public 
and academic indignation.

The Cancer Research UK Centre 
for Tobacco Control Research, a 
sub-department of the University’s 
Institute for Social Marketing, was 
set up in 1999 in a bid to do research 
around the issue of tobacco, to help 
policy-makers and campaigners 
to fight the high death rate due to 
smoking in the UK.

The department has been reluctant 
to hand over the requested informa-
tion to the world’s biggest tobacco 
company. They anonymously re-
ceived a first FOI request in 2009 
through Clifford Chance, a London 
law firm. The Information Commis-
sioner rejected the request and or-
dered the firm to name its client.

As a response, PMI, revealing its 

name, lodged a new request. Un-
der the permissive provision of the 
Freedom of Information Act, the re-
search team argued that the request 
was “vexatious” and was designed to 
disrupt the work of the department 
diverting resources away from con-
ducting further surveys which they 
could provide to anti-smoking poli-
cy-makers. The Scottish Information 
Commissioner found the argument 
invalid and ordered the University 
to respond to the request. 

The research team is now prepar-
ing another response stating that 
meeting the plea for the survey de-
tails would be too costly and disrup-
tive for the department. Provided 
that PMI will appeal against their 
argument, the department is plan-
ning to go back to a different provi-
sion of the Act because, as they say, 
“it is not acceptable for PMI to have 
the data”, especially because most of 
the survey results are published, and 
it is the methodology and individual 

answers which are kept secret.
However, Anne Edwards, press 

officer for PMI, said, “We are not 
seeking any private or confidential 
information on any individuals in-
terviewed in or involved with the 
research.  Nor will we use the infor-
mation received for marketing pur-
poses.”

For the question of what PMI wants 
to use the acquired information for, 
Edwards told Brig: “Studies such 
as these are frequently used as the 
basis for government decisions on 
significant regulatory initiatives.  We 
believe that as part of the public dis-
cussion and government’s decision-
making process, this publicly funded 
research should be available to us 
and other interested stakeholders.”

There are two surveys the FOI re-
quest refers to. One is about tobacco 
marketing, investigating 13-16 year-
old teenagers’ attitude to smoking 
and why they get into the deathly 
habit at such a young age, as 85 per 
cent of adult smokers have done. 

The other one was conducted with 
18-24 years old young adults and 
was looking at how packaging for 
cigarettes influences their smoking 
behaviour. The latter research re-
vealed that the fancier the packaging 
the more times smokers tend to light  
a cigarette, which is especially true 
for women,  a result that can argu-
ably be regarded as useful for a to-
bacco firm. 

Among others, this survey result-
ed in the UK government starting 
to consider legislation that would 
see plain black boxes of cigarettes 
on shop shelves. This comes after 
Australia revealed plans to intro-
duce plain, brandless packing for 
cigarettes, resulting in the outcry of 
tobacco firms, such as PMI. Critics 
have accused the company of misus-
ing public information laws to gain 
access to information for commer-
cial gain. Gerard Hastings, Director 
of the Centre for Tobacco Control 
Research, said that handing over 
the requested information would be 
“catastrophic” and would jeopardise 
future research, let alone funding for 
the Centre from bodies like Cancer 
Research UK.

When conducting the surveys re-
spondents were assured that their 
answers would only be used for re-
search purposes. “Respondents and  
researchers have to develop a trust 
relationship because those teenagers 
are sharing their most sensitive feel-
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Laura David who works at the Campus 
shop said they had also been preparing 
by getting extra stock. “Chips, choco-
late, fizzy juice, coke, Irn Bru, and 
loads of vodka have been ordered.” 

One thousand students will arrive 
for Freshers’ week from Saturday 
10th September. By the start of term 
10,000 students and 1,400 staff will 
arrive at the University of Stirling. 

Mr Mitchell said, “It can be quite 
daunting for new students arriving at 
university for the first time, so we do 
everything we can to help them adjust 
to their new surroundings.”

This includes welcome talks to un-
dergraduates and their parents, and 
information sessions for international 
and postgraduate students. 

Fenton said that the Union has also 
been busy over the summer. 

“The Executive Council and the Staff 
at the Students' Union have been 
working very hard to make sure that 
Freshers’ Week and the rest of the 
year is an even more exhilarating ex-
perience than ever before.”

University refuses to hand over research

continued from page 1

P
lans to convert the long-
standing university accom-
modation into new modern 
student housing are being ad-

vanced for construction to start from 
next year.

Mainly used as residences for first 
years, Murray Hall and AK Davidson 
Hall will see the replacement of over 
780 bedrooms with new accommoda-
tion adjacent to Polwarth House, on 
the sites of the existing Murray and 
AKD Halls as well as townhouses at 
Alexander Court.

It is expected that the Stirling cam-
pus accommodation will change its 
face dramatically as this will be the 
largest university investment since the 
original campus was built.

All the new residences will either 
have en-suite bathroom facilities or 
facilities shared by low numbers of 
students. Moreover, the flat-type ac-
commodation will have wide corridors 
and better access between adjacent 

flats, almost giving it a ‘hotel feel’. 
“The primary aim of the project is to 

enhance the quality of accommoda-
tion for students. It is vitally impor-
tant for the University’s future that it 
is able to compete effectively within 
the Higher Education sector,” said a 
University spokesman.

In order to meet students’ expecta-
tions, consultation exercise took place 
in the Atrium before the summer to 
give students an opportunity to voice 
their needs and priorities. From their 
experience of staying in the halls 
which were built in the late 1960s-ear-
ly 1970s, residents gave “very interest-
ing feedback” such as “the configura-
tion of cupboard storage and the need 
for sustainability and recycling.” 

A second round of consultation will 
be arranged for the autumn, according 
to the University spokesman, perhaps 
with a mock-up of a full-size student 
bedroom before the final design is 
confirmed in the coming months.

Taking the lead in the design, the ar-
chitect is Lewis & Hickey who worked 
on the refurbishment of the Universi-
ty’s library and received positive com-
ments from students and staff  since 
the facility re-opened last year. 

The estimated cost of the rebuild, 
refurbishment and maintenance 
programme over the next 25 years is 
£43million, the largest capital devel-
opment undertaken since the original 
campus was raised. The project will 
be totally self-financed by the Univer-
sity with debt payments being funded 

from surpluses generated by the resi-
dences.

“The University is funding and man-
aging this development work itself as 
it believes that accommodation is a vi-
tal component at a campus university 
and that this is in the best interest of 
students. It will also deliver best value 
and greater flexibility in financially 
challenging times,” the University 
spokesman said.

Karen Plouviez, Director of Estates 
& Campus Services, said the project is 
“tremendously exciting”. 

She said, “The project to re-develop 
over a third of the residential accom-
modation on campus is tremendously 
exciting and is a testament to the Uni-
versity's commitment to being the 
provider of an excellent student expe-
rience.”

John Gray, who has worked as a Sen-
ior Concierge for Geddes Court for six 
years, said, “I think the residential re-
build project is significant for students 
and staff and for the whole local com-
munity. The University’s investment 
sends a strong signal of commitment. 

“I am pleased that Residential Serv-
ices staff have had the opportunity 
to comment on the plans and I think 
that our staff support the project team 
and the Director in taking the project 
forward. There will be a buzz of excite-
ment about the place once the project 
starts and I think the staff are looking 
forward to it and to working in the 
new buildings.”

He continued, “We will soon have 
twenty-first century accommodation 
to meet the needs of today’s and to-
morrow’s students. I am looking for-
ward to the challenge of new ways of 
working that the re-design of the ac-
commodation will bring.’’  

Students’ Union president, Luke 
Fenton, commented that student halls 
need to be “future proof” and “a space 
that inspires students.

“My expectations of the plan are that 
the University builds new halls that 
really reflect what students want from 
their university experience. 

“These halls in a way need to be fu-
ture proof and need to be a space that 
inspires students, as it is a place where 
they will likely to spend at least one 
year in their university career.”

Construction is expected to begin 
in summer 2012 with the demolition 
of garages at Polwarth House for the 
creation of new accommodation there 
and at Alexander Court. Following 
years will see the demolition of Mur-
ray Hall in 2013/14 and a redevelop-
ment of AKD and the demolition of 
Geddes Court in 2014/15.

Aya Kawanishi
News Editor

‘Twenty-first century’ accommodation 
plan on Stirling campus advanced

780
bedrooms to be 

replaced

“I think the Residen-
tial re-build project is 
very significant for stu-
dents and staff and for 
the whole of the local 

community.”

Freshers are moving into the over-300-bedroom Murray Hall                                          Photo: Rajmund Bakonyi

Freshers’ fever
continued from page 1

An 18-year-old student being served cigarettes in the campus shop                                                                                      
Photo: Rajumd Bakonyi

ings about smoking. It is all about 
confidentiality. If we hand over the 
information, how will they feel about 
it? It would also be more difficult to 
involve new respondents in further 
research who would be willing to 
share their views with us, in fear that 
the results will end up in the hands 
of big tobacco firms,” said Hastings.

This is one of the reasons why 
Hastings feels that PMI “only wants 
to disturb our research. I still feel 
that this is the case, as a tobacco in-
dustry surely cannot have an interest 
in stopping young people from tak-
ing up smoking.”

Linda Bauld, Professor of the Uni-
versity’s Socio-Management Depart-
ment that includes the Institute for 
Social Marketing, said that the De-
partment has been receiving wide 
support from colleagues across the 
country. The department got numer-

ous emails stating that they  support 
them in the battle. 

The case can have implications 
for academic research across the  
UK, as it can establish precedent 
regarding the scope of the Freedom 
of Information Act. “The Scottish 
Government is currently reviewing 
the public information legislation 
and the University of Stirling’s case 
can help those numerous MSPs, who 
are supporting academia in similar 
situations, to argue their case,” says 
Bauld.

Bauld and Hastings both agree  
that the only positive aspect of the 
request is this debate entering the 
public domain and initiating wide-
spread discussion. 

Stirling University students can 
also make their voice heard. The de-
partment has set up a Facebook page 
called Stirling University Freedom 
of Information Request to get an 
objective account on public opinion 

about the issue. Everyone is encour-
aged to ‘like’ the page and express 
their standpoint by answering the 

question as to whether the Univer-
sity should or should not be required 
to hand over the data.
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T
he start of the 2011/2012 aca-
demic year at Stirling is a very 
special one for all those con-
nected with the University’s 

Macrobert Centre. 
Later this month, the art theatre will 

be celebrating its 40th birthday and 
Macrobert is planning a special party 
to mark the occasion.

On Saturday 17 September, a big 
party will be held to mark the centre’s 
milestone which promises to be full of 
celebratory events, activities and per-
formances throughout the day. Liam 
Sinclair, Macrobert’s Artistic Direc-
tor, invites everyone to come along. 
“The whole building will be positively 
jumping with performances, work-
shops and all manner of party activi-
ties.”

There are events for the whole family 
from 12 noon until 6pm, after which 
time the evening party swings into ac-
tion with more performances, a 70s 
disco and a ceilidh taking the party 
past midnight.

Some of the highlights during the 
day include a series of interactive 
storytelling performances celebrating 
Macrobert’s history as well as Stir-
ling’s. They will be presented by Andy 
Cannon, co-creative director of award-
winning Wee Stories. Also, on the day, 
there will be taster workshops, an 
eclectic programme of shorts in the 
cinema and arts and craft activities 
in Macrobert’s treehouse. The ceilidh, 
led by Feis Fhoirt Summer Sessions 
Youth Band, will  kick off the evening 
celebrations. 

All of those who go along to join in 
with the celebrations will not have to 
pay a set fee but will be invited to pay 
what they think it was worth at the end 
with all proceeds going to the Macrob-
ert 40th Birthday Charitable Fund.

On Sunday there will be a special 
screening of The Private Life of Sher-
lock Holmes, which was the first film 

Macrobert set to celebrate 40 years
Graham Swann
News Editor

A 
number of changes made to 
the student visa system are 
now in force.

In the new system, institu-
tions have to be accredited by an of-
ficial inspection body. Students also 
need to have gained a higher level of 
qualification in the English language, 
have limited work entitlements in 
some cases and restricted conditions 
of bringing dependants.

The major changes announced by 
the Home Secretary earlier this year 
attempt to tackle abuse on the previ-
ous immigration law. 

Even though these regulations aim 
to reduce the number of poor-quality 
institutions and people who use them 
as a gateway to enter the UK for other 
reason than studying, there are impor-
tant changes that legitimate students 
should look out for.

For example, bringing dependants 
is now only allowed to students who 

are either on a postgraduate course 
lasting longer than 12 months or 
government-sponsored course last-
ing six months or longer. In the past, 
students could bring their dependants 
if they have been on courses of  more 
than six months duration.

Final-year university students 
should be aware that the Post-Study 
Work route, which allowed non-EU 
students to remain ub the UK for two 
years to seek employment after their 
course ends, will be closed from April 
2012. Only graduates who have an 
offer of a skilled job from a sponsor-
ing employer can apply for the Tier 2, 
work permit visa, to stay and work.

Furthermore, prospective students 
will be required to speak English at an 
upper-intermediate level to come to 
the UK to study a degree-level course. 
UK Border Agency staff will be able 
to refuse students who cannot speak 
English without an interpreter.

These are amongst the newly in-
troduced immigration rules. All the 
changes will come into effect by April 
2012. 

New immigration rules 
for students in effect

1. Any institution wanting to sponsor 
students needs to become a Highly 
Trusted sponsor by receiving accredi-
tation from a statutory education in-
spection body by the end of 2012.
Students coming to study at degree 
level need to speak English at an up-
per intermediate (B2) level, rather 
than lower intermediate (B1) require-
ment.
2. Students at universities and pub-
licly funded further education col-
leges retain their work rights, but all 
other students have no right to work. 
3. Only postgraduate students at uni-
versities and government-sponsored 
students are able to bring their de-
pendants.

4. The overall time that can be spent 
on a student visa is limited to 3 years 
at lower levels, as it is now, and 5 
years at higher levels. As for Scottish 
universities which offer four-year de-
gree courses, application of this is yet 
to be confirmed.
5. The Tier 1 (Post-study work) route, 
which allows students two years to 
seek employment after their course 
ends, is closed.
6. The government has also pledged 
to develop a new entrepreneur route 
for bright and innovative students 
who have a business idea and want 
to make it work in the UK. For more 
information, visit:
www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk

List of important changes in effect by April 2012

Aya Kawanishi
News Editor

I
n a few months time students 
in University accommodation 
are expected to be able to use 
wireless internet connection. 

Initially, CampusNet wireless routers 
will be provided through a leasing 
scheme with the library as part of a 
deposit. After leaving University ac-
commodation, provided that students  
give the device back, their deposit 
will be reimbursed.  In the long-term, 
Information Services are looking at 
providing a central wireless solution 
so that students will not have to use 
their own router. 

The new initiative comes after a 
CampusNet Review (CR) group was 
set up in last October with the inten-
tion to fundamentally improve the 
service for the 2011/12 academic year. 

Although the CR group was sus-

pended after two meetings due to the 
realisation that the works needed are 
‘too complex to be done in one aca-
demic year”, they managed to identify 
three key problems which are to be 
solved when the project will relaunch, 
said Mark Toole, Director of Informa-
tion Services.

It was recognised that the instal-
lation process has room to improve. 
Due to the complex software and 
many people trying to install Cam-
pusNet at the same time, a number 
of students were initially left without 
internet in recent years, resulting in 
long queues at the library’s laptop 
surgery crew. Information Services 
has already put a simpler set-up 
procedure in place, therefore students 
are expected to connect to the service 
without any major difficulties.

Also, the student body has outgrown 
the capacity of the service as year-on-
year more students choose to connect 
to CampusNet and those connected 

Zsuzsanna Matyak
News Editor

get considerably more traffic. Toole 
said, “We have to find a long-term 
way of being able to meet the de-
mand, including looking into who 
runs the service, despite the financial 
constraints we have.”

For this reasom, IT regulations 
prohibit the use of online games for 
pleasure, against which a number of 
students have made their disapprov-
ing voice heard last semester.

A large number of students playing 
online games would take up the whole 
capacity of the system. However, In-
formation Services have the intention 
to change this, but, as Toole said, they 
cannot give any guarantee. “So there 
will not be a change on the game side 
for a while, to protect other users who 
want to use CampusNet for academic 
purposes.”

The third factor to review and 
improve is security, which will come 
hand-in-hand with the extension of 
capacity.

Wi-Fi connection to be introduced 
to University accommodation

T
he tuition fee row entered  
a new stage as universities 
have started announcing tui-
tion fees for rest-of-the-UK 

students studying in Scotland from 
2012 September. The first univer-
sity to announce the maximum fee, 
£9,000 a year, was Aberdeen Univer-
sity followed by Heriot-Watt Univer-
sity, University of St. Andrews and 
the University of Edinburgh.

Luke Fenton, President of Stir-
ling University Student Union, said, 
“The fee that Edinburgh University is 
charging is completely unacceptable. 
The £36,000 they are charging for a 
degree is disgraceful and makes them 
the most expensive University in Eu-
rope.”

Robin Parker, President of NUS 
Scotland said, "Whilst we agreed with 
the Scottish Government that action 
needed to be taken to protect places 
for Scottish students in response to 
Westminster's outrageous decision 
to increase tuition fees to £9,000, 
we think they have made the wrong 
choice. They have gone further than 
Westminster, in giving Scottish uni-
versity principals the power to set 
higher tuition fees.”

Glasgow Caledonian University will 
cap fees at a maximum of £21,000 for 
students from the rest of the UK. This 
puts the University at a lower level 
than every other Scottish institution 
who have announced fees so far.

The University of Stirling is yet to 
announce its fee level for students 
from other parts of the UK but the 
Student Union is “working hard be-
hind the scenes to ensure that this 
is fair. There will be a rise from the 
current £1,800 per year, but it is our 
job to ensure that any rise is fair and 
within the reaching distance of those 
from other parts of the UK,” said Fen-
ton.

to be screened when the centre opened 
in 1971. Billy Wilder’s movie is a veri-
table who’s-who of British screen tal-
ent and tickets are 30p, exactly as they 
were 40 years ago.

Macrobert is also giving away free 
cinema tickets from 19 to 25 Sep-
tember. To get the free tickets just 
go along to Saturday’s birthday party 
with your student card and you will re-
ceive a wristband which will allow you 
to see films for free that week.

In its 40 years, Macrobert has been 
visited by many famous faces includ-
ing Dame Judi Dench, dance star, 
Calvin Harris and even Scotland’s very 

own Gary Tank Commander, actor 
Greg McHugh, who made a stage ap-
pearance during a SUDS performance 
of An Inspector Calls.

A spokesman for the University 
said, “Macrobert has an unrivalled 
tradition of showcasing the very best 
of Scotland’s talent, as well as artists 
from further afield. Their 40th birth-
day party is going to be great fun, and 
I hope everyone gets into the spirit to 
celebrate in style.”

For more information on events 
happening on the day visit: www.mac-
robert.org/40 or call the Box Office at 
01786 466666.

Macrobert is preparing for the anniversary celebrations with special deals for students 
Photo: Rajmund Bakonyi

Zsuzsanna Matyak
News Editor

Scottish unis 
more costly 
than Oxbridge

The installation process has been simplified to reduce queuing times in the library
Picture: Rajmund Bakonyi
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Student President 
welcomes freshers

The Freshers week line up

H
ello and welcome to the 
University of Stirling, for 
those of you just begin-
ning your time with us and 

welcome back to all the returning stu-
dents. My name is Luke Fenton and 
I’m the Students’ Union President for 
2011/2012. 
I have just finished my 2nd year of my 
degree in International politics and 
now I am on a sabbatical as your full 
time President. 

I hope you’re all enjoying the start to 
the new semester so far and I would 
like to offer you all the full support 
and services offered by the Students’ 
Union.

For those of you who don’t know, the 
Union is here to support you in your 
course and in your time here at Uni-
versity. Whether it be a problem with 
your course, or Student finance and 
SAAS, to needing a well-earned break 

in your Union bar, we are here to help. 
We provide and support so many so-
cieties and sports clubs that you’ll be 
spoilt for choice so make sure that you 
get involved. 

I hope to get to know a lot of you over 
the next year and if you see me during 
the year, freshers’ week especially, feel 
free to stop me for a chat!

We have an excellent, bar, coffee 
shop (that brews Starbucks) and a 
newly decorated nightclub venue for 
the year. Studio, our bar, has been 
refurbished and the Union has a new 
lease of life for those of you returning 
to Uni and hopefully a high standard 
setting venue for all our new students.

This is the year of change where a 
strong, student-led and vibrant Stu-
dents’ Union will spring from over the 
next year, all starting with Freshers’! 
So, make sure you get involved, have a 
good time and have a good year!

“This is the year of change”, says Luke Fenton
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S
cotland’s tuition fees system 
could be under threat, as it is 
alleged by lawyer Phil Shiner 
that it is in violation of the Eu-

ropean Convention of Human Rights.
Shiner says that charging fees to 

students from all parts of the UK 
except Scotland is unfair, and does 
not correspond with European Union 
regulations.

Currently, Scottish undergraduate 
students at universities in Scotland 
are required to pay fees of £1,800 
per year, but these will be paid by the 
Student Awards Agency for Scotland 
(SAAS) if they apply before the end 
of June. The situation is the same for 
non-UK students who reside in EU 
countries; however, students from 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland 
must pay their own fees if they wish 
to study at a Scottish university. 
These fees can range from £1,800 
to £2,895 annually, which is a lot of 
money for a student to pay.

However, from next September, the 
situation is expected to worsen, with 
fees rising to a maximum of £9,000, 
which will be charged by many 
universities in England. Scottish, 
Welsh and Northern Irish universities 
will also be permitted to charge this 
amount, but Scottish students will 
still have the option of having their 
fees paid by SAAS, as long as they 
carry out their studies at a university 
in Scotland.

It is Shiner’s opinion that this 
disadvantages students from England 
who are studying at Scottish universi-
ties. While the fees may be the same 
as they would be paying south of the 
border, English students could end up 
paying a great deal more than their 
Scottish counterparts, studying the 
same course at the same university.

This kind of imbalance seems 
unfair, given that there is no differ-
ence in the quality of the education 
received, and the only variable is the 
nationality of the student.

On the other hand, the Scottish 
government has defended the policy, 
saying that it is in place to protect 
the number of university places for 
Scottish students. Over 50 of the 70 
universities in England have declared 
their intention to charge £9,000 for 

at least some of their courses.
Thus, with many fees set to increase 

dramatically down south, it was
feared that the number of university 
places for Scottish students
would fall, as far more people from the 
rest of the UK would now apply
to Scottish universities, attracted by 
the cheaper fees. However, this
will not be an issue, as the Scottish 
Funding Council already assigns
a number of funded places at each uni-
versity in Scotland annually.

These places will now only be used 
for students from Scotland or EU
countries outside of the UK, effectively 
creating a quota of places
which must be filled by non-fee-pay-
ing students. The SFC will fine any
university which goes over or under its 
allocation. Therefore, the
number of places for students from 
Scotland and the EU (excluding the
rest of the UK) will be stable, and not 
affected by incoming students
from England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland. It is evident, then, that
increasing the fees charged to stu-
dents from the rest of the UK is not
required to protect the number of 
places for Scots.

Indeed, the University of Edinburgh 
has already said it will charge the full 
£9,000 for each year of a standard 
four-year degree. This has provoked 
outrage among some, but Scottish 
students would remain safe from such 
fees under current regulations. It is 
this discrepancy which Shiner is am-
ing to end.

Shiner is arguing that, by charging 
English, Welsh and Northern Irish 
students fees, when none are being 
charged to Scottish students, or stu-
dents from any other part of the EU, 
Scottish universities are discriminat-
ing on the basis of nationality.

However, a government spokesper-
son states: “tuition fees are based on 
‘ordinary domicile,’ not nationality.” 
The Scottish Government maintains 
that it is in the right, whereas Shiner, 
an expert in human rights law, states 
that they have “misinterpreted the 
law.”

Meanwhile, the new NUS Scotland 
President, Robin Parker, has made 
calls for the government to impose 
only a small raise on tuition fees for 
other UK students. He is not in favour 
of increasing the fees to the £9,000 
possible maximum, and would like to 
see fees waived altogether for the less 
well-off students.

He says, “Under the new system, 
Scottish student numbers are pro-
tected no matter what happens to 
demand from the students from the 
rest of the UK.”

It remains to be seen what will 
happen to the practice of Scottish 
universities charging tuition fees to 
students from the rest of the UK, as a 
judgement has not yet been reached. 
At the very least, however, the Scot-
tish Government already finds itself 
under a good deal of pressure not to 
allow the fees to rise any further.

Scottish university fees
system facing challenge 
from human rights lawyer

Colm Currie
Politics Editor

F
irst Minister Alex Salmond 
announced the SNP’s new 
legislative programme in a 
speech to MSPs last week. 

Salmond revealed 15 new bills, the 
most controversial of which include 
the creation of a single police force 
and a single fire service, which 
the government said should save 
£300m over five years.

Another measure announced was 
the formation of the Opportunities 
for All Initiative, which Salmond 
said was “a commitment that every 
single 16 to 19-year-old in Scotland 
will be offered a learning or training 
place if they are not already in a 
job, a Modern Apprenticeship or in 
education”. Salmond also brought 
back on the table the proposals to 
set a minimum price for alcohol 
which were defeated in the last Par-
liament. He expressed his convic-
tion that the new legislation would 
“tackle the scourge of alcoholism on 
Scottish society and families”. 

The government will also bring 
forward the Offensive Behaviour at 
Football and Threatening Commu-
nications Bill, which will toughen 
convictions for football-related 
offences and violence.

The announcements came after 
recent polls seemed to indicate that 
a majority of people would support 
greater fiscal powers within the UK, 
as opposed to independence. 

The speech was greeted with 
mixed reactions up and down the 
country. The creation of a single 
police force and fire service was 
supported by Labour and the 
Conservatives but opposed by the 
Liberal Democrats. Lib Dem leader 
Willie Rennie expressed his hope 
the government would reconsider, 
saying “The Government’s plans 
will have an immediate increased 
cost in already challenging times 
on frontline policing. Big top-down 
organisations never save the money 
that they promise.

“It will put too much power in 
the hands of only three people and 
strips away the opportunities to 
have complaints and discipline su-
pervised by independent forces.”

Salmond was also criticised by 
Westminster, with Chief Secretary 
Danny Alexander and Secretary for 

Scotland Michael Moore both saying 
that Salmond didn’t answer crucial 
questions, such as independence, cur-
rency, EU and NATO memberships.

Scottish Labour leader Iain Gray 
was one of those commenting on Sal-
mond’s silence regarding independ-
ence, speaking of his “fear of failure”.

Guardian commentator Vikram 
Dodd expressed a different opinion. 
He saw Salmond’s proposal to merge 
Scotland’s eight police forces into one 
as a way to break from the South. 

He argued that the First Minister 
is hoping to use the single police 
force as a way of building a national 
identity ahead of the referendum on 
independence, the date of which has 
yet to be determined.

The police Constables announced 
their support, with Chief Constable of 
Central Scotland Police Kevin Smith, 
saying “The decision has been made 
and, for us, the debate on that is now 
over.

“As the leaders of the service we are 
now firmly behind that decision and it 
is our responsibility, our duty, along 
with Scottish Government, to make 
this work for the people of Scotland 
and the men and women of the Scot-
tish Police Service.”

Smith sought to reassure people 
that they will continue to benefit 
from “first-class, high-performing 
policing”.

Councillor Stephen Curran, con-
vener of Strathclyde Police Authority 
also expressed his support, but with 
reservations: “There are genuine 
concerns about a move to a single 
Scottish force. However, I am positive 
about the need for reform. 

“The biggest challenges will be 
ensuring this improves efficiency, 
strengthens delivery of the service 
and enhances local and national ac-
countability.

SNP announces creation 
of single police force

Elsa Andre
Politics Editor

Salmond addressed MSPs at 
Holyrood concerning the new 
initiative

Picture: deadlinenews.co.uk

Edinburgh University has announced its intention to charge the 
maximum possible fees                           Picture: undiscoveredscotland.co.uk

T
he ‘never boring’ Tory back-
bencher and former nurse, 
Nadine Dorries made her 
pleas to alter the abortion 

law in the House of Commons on 
Wednesday 7th September.
It was an effort to withdraw abortion 

providers from their role in counsel-
ling women, which include Marie 
Stopes and the British Pregnancy 
Advisory Service. However, these 
amendments for the Health and 
Social Care Bill were heavily scruti-
nised, which left Dorries defeated in 
the House of Commons.

The amendment was designed to 
offer greater opportunities for inde-
pendent counsellors, some of whom 
are influenced by pro-life groups, to 
provide counselling. MPs voted by 
368 votes to 118 giving a majority of 
250 to reject, or should we say abort, 
the amendment by Dorries after she 
lost the support of her co-sponsor, 
the former Labour minister Frank 
Field.

Field deserted the Dorries amend-
ment after the health minister, Anne 

Milton, said that, while the govern-
ment was “supportive of the spirit of 
these amendments,” it intended to 
introduce proposals for its own regu-
lations, “but after consultation.”

In light of the termination of Dor-
ries’ amendments in the House of 
Commons, she perceived Milton's 
undertaking as a victory rather than 
a defeat. She told the BBC's Norman 
Smith: "We lost the battle, but we 
have won the war."

At Prime Minister’s Questions last 
week, Dorries responded to the bill’s 
rejection by speaking directly to Dav-
id Cameron: “The Liberal Democrats 
make up 8.7% of this Parliament and 
yet they seem to be influencing our 
free school policy, health and many 
issues including immigration and 
abortion. Does the Prime Minister 
think it is about time he told the Dep-
uty Prime Minister who is the boss?”

Commons terminates Nadine 
Dorries’ abortion proposals

Hannah Wong

I
n line with next year’s new 
regulations on tuition fees, 
the University of Edinburgh 
will charge £36,000 for a 

standard four-year degree, as of the 
2012/2013 academic year. The new 
maximum annual fee will be £9,000, 
and the University of Edinburgh 
has become the first in Scotland to 
announce its intention to charge this 
amount for all four years.

Given that most degrees in England 
only last three years, this is a dra-
matic increase over the £27,000 that 
would be the usual maximum cost at 
English universities.

Of course, this will not affect 
Scottish students who attend the 
university, as SAAS will continue to 
pay their fees in full. However, the 

University of Edinburgh may well 
have priced itself out of contention 
for many English students who wish 
to study in Scotland.

Aberdeen and Heriot-Watt universi-
ties have both said that they will also 
charge the maximum fee, but these 
will be capped at a total of £27,000 
for a degree. Many other Scottish 
universities, including Stirling, have 
yet to announce their own plans for 
fee adjustments.

The move is almost sure to lower 
the number of English students who 
study at the University of Edinburgh. 
Indeed, this might well have been a 
factor in making the decision, as they 
may be looking to protect the number 
of places for Scottish students.

However, it has been met with 
criticism from various people, includ-
ing Claire Baker, Labour MSP and 
Shadow Minister for Education. “I 
fear many less well-off students from 
other parts of the UK will now be 
priced out of Scottish universities,” 
Baker remarked.

Furthermore, deputy president of 
NUS Scotland, Graeme Kirkpatrick, 
has commented that the decision 
could do significant “reputational 
damage” to the field of higher educa-
tion in Scotland. He also says it gives 
“the signal that the Uni. of Edinburgh 
is more interested in the money you 
can bring, as opposed to your

academic ability.”
Toni Pearce, Vice-President of 

Further Education at NUS UK, is 
of the opinion that, irrespective of 
whether or not the fees are paid up 
front, “[people will start] making 
their decisions based on how much 
it will cost, and not what quality of 
degree they’ll get,” which will surely 
impact negatively on the University of 
Edinburgh if true.

However, the University has defend-
ed its decision, with Principal Nigel 
Brown saying that “Scottish universi-
ties must be able to compete with that 
quality,” referring to the improved 
quality of education that top English 
universities will now be able to afford 
to provide, thanks to the higher fees 
they will charge.

Furthermore, some prospective stu-
dents will be offered immediate entry 
to second year, which would see them 
pay only £27,000 in fees, the same as 
at Oxford or Cambridge. Moreover, 
the University has pledged it will offer 
generous bursaries to students from 
low-income families, but has not yet 
elaborated further on how much this 
is likely to cover.

Nevertheless, the increase is likely 
to be too much for many to consider, 
and the number of students from 
other parts of the UK who choose the 
University of Edinburgh is almost 
certain to fall in the coming years.

Edinburgh to 
become most 
expensive UK 
university at 
which to earn a 
degree

Colm Currie
Politics Editor
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The rioters’ sentence, 
or, how to make a dif-
ficult situation even 
worse, by the Tories

A
ugust 2011 will be 
remembered as the 
month that England 
went up in flames in 

the grip of riots. It will also be 
remembered as the month the 
government poured a generous 
measure of oil on a raging fire, 
with consequences to follow for 
years to come.

When faced with civil unrest, 
governments have a rather un-
fortunate tendency to want to ap-
pear ‘tough’. Of course, one would 
not expect them to congratulate 
those involved in the riots. But a 
healthy dose of intelligent reflec-
tion on the root causes of the riots 
might be welcome.

The Prime Minister disagrees. 
In forceful declarations, David 
Cameron made sure the rioters 
knew they would be punished. 
The first measure taken by coun-
cils around London, and heartily 
supported by the Tories, involved 
withdrawing welfare benefits 
from people who took part in the 
riots, or their families. 

Making people poorer than they 
already are is the government’s 
number one answer to prevent 
further civil unrest. Great idea, 
Mr Cameron, I’m sure that will 
not increase resentment in the 
slightest.

The second, even more out-
raging response originated in 
Wandsworth council in South 
London. Following an online 
petition signed by over 160,000 
people, the council decided that 
sending out eviction notices to 
the families of those arrested in 
connection to the riots will make 
an example. The Council’s leader, 
Ravi Govindia, explained that ri-
oting constitutes a breach of the 
tenancy agreement, and that it 
applies to all tenants. This is how 
you end up with a mother facing 
eviction because her son was ar-
rested during the events. 

The Prime Minister welcomed 
the initiative, saying that those 
evicted would have to find accom-
modation in the private sector, 
which will be tougher for them, 
but, and this is where it gets good, 
“they should have thought about 
that before”. Beware, rioters, the 
Tories are on your case! If you 
thought you had it bad before, 
just wait until you are broke and 
homeless. That will take care of 
all that bottled-up anger that has 
been growing for years.

One good thing Cameron’s at-
titude brought on was Nick Clegg 
finally waking up from his torpor 
and disagreeing with the PM. He  
expressed his discomfort with the 
Tories’ response and also called 
for convicted rioters to be forced 
to clean up the neighbourhoods 
they looted, so that they would 
face the victims of their actions. 
Now that’s not completely outra-
geous and could potentially teach 
some of them something. 

However, taking away people’s 
right to benefits isn’t enough for 
the government, who now wants 
to undermine the concept of free 
press. Newspapers and broad-
casters have been under pressure 
from Scotland Yard, supported 

by David Cameron, to release their 
footage of the riots in order to make 
it easier for the police to track down 
suspects. Cameron called for the 
media to take “responsibility”. Re-
sponsibility for what? The media ex-

ist to inform, not to act as Scotland 
Yard’s puppet. 

Of course all those tough meas-
ures come at the same time that the 
government is making huge cuts in 
the public service, which will have 
a disastrous impact on those who 
are already struggling to make ends 
meet.

Cameron has also called for a so-
cial policy review, the aim of which 
will be to fix what he called a “bro-
ken society”. But rather than look-
ing at the real causes for the riots, 
rather than trying to understand 
what happened and what went 
wrong, the government is moving 

to punish harshly, without propos-
ing long-term solutions.

Increasing the level of policing 
and depriving people of their ben-
efits and places to live will inevita-
bly build up resentment, on top of 
the anger that led to the riots in the 
first place. Events of the kind that 
we witnessed last month do not 
just happen. They are not the sole 
work of a few opportunistic indi-
viduals who take advantage of the 
chaos. 

Riots are the result of a growing 
feeling of social injustice and ine-
quality, a governing “class” discon-
nected from the real world, and a 
general belief that society will not 
listen unless it is forced to do so.

The French government made 
similar mistakes when faced with 
rioting in November 2005, with 
Nicolas Sarkozy, who was Interior 
Minister at the time, causing out-
rage by saying the areas should be 
cleaned out with a Kärcher. 

He also issued an order to deport 
foreigners who were believed to 
have taken part in the riots, while 
far right National Front leader 
Jean-Marie LePen called for natu-
ralised French rioters to have their 
citizenship revoked.

The French government’s “tough” 
response has not solved anything, 
and the situation in the “banlieues” 
remains one of exclusion from the 
rest of society.

Were last month’s rioters’ actions 
a good way of expressing their an-
ger? No. Resorting to violence rare-
ly helps, and all it really achieved 
was turning public opinion against 
them, as the online petitions dem-
onstrated.

But the government is not hear-
ing the message, and is taking all 
the wrong measures. Punishment 
is never a long-term answer. Only 
by injecting some money into social 
and public services, bettering living 
conditions of the less privileged, 
and putting an emphasis on educa-
tion can the clear gap within Eng-
lish society start to be breached.

“When faced 
with civil unrest, 

governments 
have a rather 

unfortunate ten-
dency to want to 
appear ‘tough’.”

T
imes must be tough indeed 
when David Cameron finds 
himself able to take five 
holidays in one summer, 

including two in August, which was 
needless to say London’s busiest 
couple of weeks since 7/7. 

Yet, not only was the Prime Minister 
absent from his burning city when the 
riots began, but so were his Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer, his Home 
Secretary and the Mayor of London. 
In fact, nearly 100 MPs were abroad 
when violence erupted, and it is ap-
parently our responsibility to pay for 
their ruined holidays.

On average, a typical English MP 
takes more holidays per year than 
you or I should ever hope to take in a 
lifetime, and if they’ve got the money 
for it, they’re entitled to enjoy every 
single minute of that private Tuscan 
villa. 

However, if taxpayers are go-
ing to be expected to pay for their 
MP’s return plane ticket , as well as 
reimbursing politicians for miss-
ing out on the last two days of their 
Italian getaway, every time that a few 
windows get smashed in inner-city 
London, the global recession is going 
to start hitting Britain a lot harder 
than it already has.

In order to stage a  more or less  
ceremonial debate, the Independent 
Parliamentary Standards Author-
ity has begun the process of shelling 
out tens of thousands of pounds to 
politicians. Yet, even then, MPs were 
hesitant to return to London. Perhaps 
Lib Dem Steven Williams best worded 
the politicians’ lack of want to go back 
to work by asking the public “what 
use 200 MPs sitting in Westminster 
would do for the country.”

What use indeed. An MP from New-
castle or Yorkshire does not need to 
be rushed back from Aruba to debate 
a riot that did not affect their con-
stituency. And should money be taken 
out of Scottish citizens’ hard-earned 
paychecks so that David Cameron can 
be reimbursed for the three days he 
missed out on in Tuscany? For what-
ever reason, Westminter believes the 
answer to that question is a resound-

ing yes. 
In fact, Mr Cameron thinks he’s 

entitled to even more. He jokingly de-
manded for international ‘peace and 
quiet’ last week when he was forced to 
return early from his ‘emergency holi-
day’ in Cornwall in order to discuss 
NATO’s progress in Libya.

“Of course we recognise the urgency 
of tackling the multitude of national 
and international crises, but I’ve just 
bought The Da Vinci Code and an 
extra-large bottle of Piz Buin, so let’s 
maintain some perspective,” Cameron 
said last week. “I’ve been meaning 
to read some Dan Brown for years, 
and I’d look pretty silly using my new 
lilo at home in the bath, like George 
Osborne does.”

The man’s humour is completely 
lost on me. If the Prime Minister 
wants to stay away from his country 
when its people are in need of guid-
ance, that’s one thing. But if he wants 
taxpayers to foot the bill every time 
his newest holiday gets ‘spoiled’ by 
his job, perhaps he should seek a new 
one.  

Honestly, did David Cameron really 
feel that he had done so well handling 
the civil unrest in England that he de-
served another holiday the following 
week? His people seem to disagree, as 
many are already labeling the London 
riots ‘Cameron’s Katrina.’ 

One would assume that high-rank-
ing government officials such as the 
PM and the Mayor of London might 
attempt to set examples of fiscal 
discipline during a time of economic 

decline. Clearly that is not the case, 
and what’s more they’re expecting 
taxpayers to split the difference on 
their over-priced getaways. Really? 
If anything, David Cameron should 
reimburse Britain for his absences, 
not taxpayers.

As for the rest of Parliament, there’s 
slightly more room for sympathy. 
It’s one thing for an MP like Heidi 
Alexander to complain about her 
emergency return to London: she was 
on the first day of her Honeymoon 
when the Prime Minister recalled 
Parliament. Yet, did she complain 
when she arranged her own flight 
home? No, she simply stated that her 
partner would understand, and her 
constituency was where she belonged. 
Clearly rioters didn’t agree with her, 
as she returned to find her office had 
been looted and destroyed.

Once the violence finally receded, 
Cameron’s emergency recall for a Par-
liamentary debate seemed to cover 
only a few topics, such as why it is 
positive to hand out less-than-mer-
ciful sentences to single mothers-of-
two and whether it would be legal for 
the government to shut off people’s 
access to social media and texting 
during times of civil unrest. 

So, taking into account that none 
of these returning MPs were greatly 
helpful in stopping violence in their 
constituencies, and the fact that they 
only returned from holiday to discuss 
committing human rights violations, 
perhaps the country would have been 
better off if they’d all stayed on holi-
day. At least the Treasury wouldn’t be 
looking quite so empty.

Wish you weren’t 
here: why MPs should 
have stayed on holiday 
during the riots
Nash Riggins

“An MP from 
Newcastle or 

Yorkshire does 
not need to be 

rushed back 
from Aruba to 

debate a riot that 
did not affect 

their constitu-
ency”

Politics online
Liked these articles? Check out 

Nash Riggins’ thoughts on  social 
networking and the role it played 

in the riots. “Social media is not the 
problem. Problems are the problem, 

and most citizens won’t go looting 
just because a Facebook group 

encourages it.” 
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“It’s been shocking to see that 

I have real fans over here” 

music

music

Forget the Mercury Prize, 
here’s the Brigury Prize

P
J Harvey was announced as 
the winner of the Mercury 
Prize last week, an accolade 
the songwriter has now picked 

up twice in her career. Harvey’s Let 
England Shake picked up the annual 
prize despite tough competition from a 
bronchitis-ridden Adele and previous 
winners Elbow. But it was the song-
writer from Dorset, with her candid 
and timely album, that scooped the 
controversial and coveted award. But 
who should’ve won?

We at Brig have decided that we’ll 
have our own music prize, the Brigury 
Prize. Instead of picking one winner, 
we’ve chosen a few for our shortlist.

First up is a songwriter worthy of 
the Mercury Prize, but obviously not 
worthy enough: James Blake. Blake’s 
eponymously titled release really set 

the standard for the rest of 2011’s albums and 
,being lumped firmly as the musical vanguard 
for post-dub-step, the album didn’t disap-
point.

Wild Beasts’ Two Dancers was nominated 
for the Mercury Prize in 2010, but their 2011 
release, Smother, was not included on this 
year’s shortlist; an oversight that has shocked 
many. Embracing dream-pop, art-rock and 
everything else in-between, Smother could be 
argued to be the band’s seminal album. Tracks 
like Loop the Loop and Plaything are simply 
chilling and haunting pieces of music, so vul-
nerable and enrapturing that their album del-
uges so many sentiments that it leaves you in 
awe of its effortless power.

Another nominee from the 2009 Mercury 
Prize is St Albans trio Friendly Fires. The fol-
low-up to their critically acclaimed self-titled 
album was a revelation this summer, never 
straying too far from their tried and tested 

pop-disco brand of music. Pala is another 
rare album filled to the brim with outstanding 
tracks from start to finish; a feat that is not eas-
ily achieved, especially the second time around. 
Running Away has all the bass groove and 
high-pitched vocals to make this one of the most 
outstanding tracks of the year; whereas Pala it-

self is a slow-burning beauty, minimalistic and 
boasting lush vocals at the crux of the album.

So there’s the Brigury Prize nominations for 
this year; much better than that Mercury Prize, 
congratulations to all the nominees.

Ross Dunn

Mac Miller talks exclusively 
with Music Editor Ross Dunn

T
onight I had a weird feeling that I 
was going to go out on stage and they 
weren’t going to know me that well. 
And then I came out and they were 

nuts; I was like ‘oh, shit!’”
Mac Miller has just endured his first ever 

Glasgow show and takes the time to tell Brig 
Music Editor Ross Dunn about Donald Trump  
calling him the new Eminem and being a fledg-
ling hip-hop star.

Miller sits adjacentto me on his suave tour 
bus, casually sipping an ice-cold beer; some-
thing the 19-year-old wouldn’t be legally al-
lowed to do in his hometown of Pittsburgh, PA. 
But Miller is wise beyond his years. “I always 
thought I was somewhat of an old soul; I always 
thought I was older than I really am. That’s not 
true though.”

He added, “It’s crazy to be this young and to 
have my life figured out and doing what I love 
to do and being on a tour bus and shit like that. 
At the same time, I’ve been working my ass off 
for a while and now I think it’s time.”

One incredulous aspect of Miller’s mantra to-
wards hip-hop is his ‘feel-good’, ‘everybody love 
everybody’ take on the scene. “I’m peaceful.” 

He said, “I’m an open type of dude, I show 
love to everyone and I’m not really the type of 
dude to get mad about any other rapper. I just 
feel like there’s room for everyone.” This is a 
refreshing attitude, and even more invigorat-
ing when you remember he’s the new kid in the  
playground.

With a combined total of over 120 million 
hits on his videos and giving away countless 
tracks and EPs, Miller is scheduled to release 
his debut album, Blue Park Slide, this coming 
Autumn, with details about the album being 
closely guarded. “There’s no collaborations on 
the album, I wanted to do it that way. It’s not 
like I couldn’t have any because I’ve done some 
tracks with some really cool people that I plan 
on releasing and using in the future.”

Even Donald Trump has jested that Miller 
owes him some money after the song named af-
ter the billionaire hit 20 million YouTube hits. 
“I woke up and all these people were around me 
saying ‘you need to check out this video’. It was 
quite unexpected. Who would’ve thought Don-
ald Trump would reply to my track. At least it 
was all positive.”

Miller insists that Blue Park Slide will not 
leak. After the successful release of Watch the 
Throne, Mac reasons that his independent la-
bel, Rostrum Records, will enable him to do 
things his way; not having a release date yet, 
but claiming the release will be “soon” is one of 
the benefits of opting for a smaller label.

Mac Miller will be releasing his debut album 
Blue Slide Park very soon. In the meantime, he 
has countless mixtapes and videos to keep your 
ears and eyes occupied until then. And you can 
expect another UK tour early in 2012 from Mr 
Miller.

For more exclusive interviews and reviews 
please visit our website, 

www.brignewspaper.com

Mac Miller: Larking around                                                       Picture: Google Images

 music news
So Dirty
Stirling’s student-run music night is 
set to return for Freshers’ week. Filth 
Stirling, the electro/techno/dub-step 
night brings Killer Kitsch to the Red 
Rooms to embark upon Fresh Kills on 
Tuesday 13 September, along with the 
usual suspects Bitzoff and Discosluts. 
To catch the grimiest beats Stirling 
has to offer, head on down at 11pm, £3 
on the door.

Fatherson Return
Kilmarnock outfit Fatherson return to 
Stirling for Freshers’ week. The trio 
are set to make an appearance at Cape 
on Friday 16 September. Head on 
down to catch one of the most critical-
ly acclaimed Scottish bands around at 
the moment. Support also comes from 
fellow T Break stage band The Carni-
vores. No excuses, especially since it’s 
free entry.

Studio for Alloa
A new studio has opened in Alloa. A 
‘one-stop shop for bands’, Loop offers 
live band rehearsal space as well as 
recording facilities with experienced 
engineers.
Stephen Dewar, co-owner of Loop 
went on to describe the new studio as 
“Central Scotland’s newest rehearsal, 
recording and media studio, a crea-
tive hub and one stop shop for bands. 
With active links and contracts with 
European and international labels we 
aim to work with bands from infancy 
to success.”
Find out more at constantloop.com

MCR Sack Drummer
My Chemical Romance have sacked 
their drummer after claims he was 
“caught stealing” from the band. The 
band’s guitarist Frank Iero wrote on 
the band’s website. “He was caught 
red-handed stealing from the band 
and confessed to police after our show 
last night in Auburn, Washington. We 
are heart-broken and sick to our stom-
achs over this entire situation.”
The former drummer of The Bled 
responded to the situation via Twit-
ter: “What happened is more compli-
cated than it sounds but I did make 
a mistake,” Pedicone will be replaced 
by Dead Country’s Jarrod Alexander 
for the remainder of their tour with 
Blink-182.
My Chemical Romance say they have 
“no intention” of pressing charges 
against Pedicone. “We just want him 
out of our lives.”

Wild Beasts: in the wilderness                                                         Picture: Google Images
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Mac Miller
02 ABC 2, Glasgow, 
Sunday, 
September 4

M
ac is renowned for his high-
energy sets and the pint-sized 
rapper didn’t disappoint as 
he exploded onto the stage 

through a side-door, wearing what can 
only be described as a Flintstones-inspired 
sleeveless hoody (a look that was dropped 
in favour of the classic cap and white tee 
halfway through the set), with his entou-
rage in tow. DJ Money, the man behind all 
of our music this evening, manages to take 
on an immensely annoying Fat Man Scoop 
role early on, trying to pump the crowd 
with OF tracks before Miller’s entrance. 
The best member of Miller’s entourage 
was, presumably, his security: a gigan-
tic black guy that seemed unfazed by the 
whole event and stood next to DJ Money 
for the entire set.
   Miller did well to balance his new mate-
rial and older tunes during the hour-long 
set. It was all irrelevant anyway; whatever 
song he played the Glasgow crowd knew 
every single word and that is in no way an 
exaggeration.
   Some tracks took on an a capella style 
while others just made the crowd go crazy. 
Nikes on my Feet happened to be one of 
the tracks that ignited the crowd, sending 
them into a frenzy as Mac when through 
the old-school track.

   The first single from Mac’s debut album, 
Frick Park Market, was received with 
aplomb from the crowd as was Miller trying 
to out-jump his on-stage compatriot on the 
chorus.
   All Around The World had to be the best 
track of the set; a high octane and memora-
ble track that fed well from Mac’s exuber-
ance. It was brilliant to hear Kool Aid And 
Frozen Pizza and Donald Trump but they 
seem more like a routine, rather than the 
passion and enthusiasm for old classics and 
new material like Best Day Ever and Knock 
Knock

Ross Dunn

    live reviewBc
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Guillemots - I Don’t 
Feel Amazing Now 
(Polydor)
Although Guillemots’ song-writ-
ing has largely improved since 
their last release, the new single 
from this year’s third full-length 
Walk The River  doesn’t seem 
to embrace this factor. Instead, 
it opts for cheesy lines such as 
“Take my heart and make me feel 
amazing”, and lacks the ‘pop punch’ that usually makes this 
band so irresistible.

Miles Weastead                                   2 out of 5

Chris Brown ft. Justin 
Bieber - Next To You 
(Jive)
Brown has taken a break from 
beating women to focus more on 
his music career, only to produce 
this sickly-sweet pop tripe. A 
guest appearance from baby-faced 
heart-throb Bieber will keep the 
pre-pubescent girls interested and 
ensure good sales but, in the grand scheme of things, this has 
very little merit.

Andy McDonald               2 out of 5

Run Lucky Free - 
The Factory 
With blissful opening harmonies 
and a rolling bass line reminiscent 
of the broodiness on a Mogwai track, 
Edinburgh-based band Run Lucky 
Free also exude uplifting qualities 
too. Rachel Cormack’s superb vocals 
give the track an extra dimension that 
shines on the chorus, where the band 
manage to display their full potential. 
Charged with emotional rigour and tremendous guitar portions 
galore, these guys are an outfit to keep your eye on. 

Ross Dunn                    4 out of 5

Wolfgang Gartner ft. 
will.i.am - Forever (Ul-
tra)
Acclaimed DJ Wolfgang teams up 
with Black Eyed Pea will.i.am on 
this slab of boring, by-the-numbers 
electro-dance. It will fill dance floors 
like it will the artists’ bank accounts, 
but any self-respecting music fan 
should avoid this soulless trash. 

Andy McDonald                                                           1 out of 5

Gym Class Heroes ft. 
Adam Levine - Stereo 
Hearts (Fueled By Ra-
men)
Gym Class Heroes have always 
enjoyed using imagery in their 
songs, and the latest single is no 
different. The problem is that 
the New York hip-hoppers have 
never been very good at it and, 
whether they’re trying to be serious or indulging in silliness, 
this is a notably dumb offering, made worse by Maroon 5 
singer Levine singing in a funny voice over the top of it. 
Listenable, at best.

Andy McDonald               3 out of 5

The Subways - We 
Don’t Need Money 
(Warner)
This single from forthcoming 
album Money & Celebrity has an 
undeniable vibe of Americana-
punk and is bound to get at least 
one finger tapping. It’s upbeat, if 
very straight-forward, but any-
thing more complex than a jolly 
rattle-and-stomp would betray 
the spirit of the song, and of The 
Subways in general. To put it simply, this is garage rock at its 
formulaic finest.

Andy McDonald                  4 out of 5

Red Hot Chili Peppers - 
I’m With You (Warner) 

T
he last album the Chili Peppers 
released was 2006’s Stadium 
Arcadium, which went on to 
win seven Grammy awards and 

was the only album of theirs to make it 
to number one in the United States. So, 
clearly, it was going to be a tough act to 
follow. The fact that there has been a 
five-year gap between albums and the de-
parture of guitarist John Frusciante, adds 
more stress. Frusciante has been replaced 
by Josh Klinghoffer, who has previously 
played with the band on their last tour.

The songs that stand out on I’m With You 
are Did I Let You Know, which has a cho-
rus that will be stuck in your head for the 
rest of the day, and Brendan’s Death Song, 
written in memory of a long-time friend of 
the band and one of the first promoters to 

give them a chance.
As a long-time 

fan I’m slightly bi-
ased, but I do feel 
there is a track on 
the album for eve-
ryone, and the peo-
ple that did not like 
their previous work 
may find this effort 
more appealing.

The pace has been slowed down. Perhaps they 
don’t have the same energy anymore, but they 
still haven’t lost the funk that they are renowned 
for. It would appear, however, that the days of 
rocking out whilst wearing only socks are over. 
Some people will be very glad to hear this.

Victoria McEwan                     4 out of 5 

Evile - Five Serpent’s Teeth 
(Earache)

I
t can’t be easy for any band to move away 
from a sound that they’ve become widely 
recognised for, but especially for a band 
often cited as being the forerunners in the 

revival of an entire genre. Having revitalised 
thrash metal to a wide modern audience, Evile 
have something of a winning streak to keep up 
for album number three. They’ve now decided 
to broaden their musical horizons, but can they 
pull it off successfully?

From the outset, it’s clear that something a 
wee bit different is going on. Matt Drake has 
developed a more tuneful set of pipes; he al-
ways got by just fine with his aggressive bellow-
ing, but it’s inspiring to see that, underneath, 
he’s more than just an ugly face.

More soulful guitar playing makes up many 
passages, but that’s not to say they’ve aban-
doned their old ways entirely – the thrash 

shapes are all 
present and 
correct on the 
likes of Eternal 
Empire, fea-
turing scatter-
fire drumming 
and riffs faster 
than Metallica 
on their way to 
a lawyer after 
discovering 
Napster.

It’s a more ambitious record, but Evile 
have the skill, charisma and undeniable 
commitment to sail into these new waters 
without hitting any icebergs.

Andy McDonald                    4 out of 5 
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  looking ahead
Readers and writers of Brig tell us what they 
are most looking forward to seeing in the com-
ing year in the world of film.

I’m definitely most excited for the Avengers 
in 2012. The build up films have been so good 
and with Thor, Iron Man, Captain America 
and Scarlet Johansson in there for good meas-
ure, it should be awesome! Unless Hulk ruins 
it. Hulk has a bad habit of ruining films. 
       Stuart Kenny 

I don’t know whether it’s because I’m an Eng-
lish student or simply because I love Gerald 
Butler, but I’m really looking forward to see-
ing the new Coriolanus film in 2012.  Based 
on Shakespeare’s play of the same name and 
directed by Ralph Fiennes, it should be worth 
the wait. 
           Helen King

With this year quickly shaping up to be the 
year of the remake, the release of the American 
remake of The Girl With The Dragon Tattoo, 
starring Rooney Mara, is set for this year. After 
falling in love with the books and the Swedish 
films, I am extremely excited to see how this 
version will compare, especially after seeing 
the pictures of Mara’s extreme transformation.
           Laura Muir

I can’t wait to see The Big Year in October. 
I’m not overly interested in the films bird-
watching storyline, but Jack Black never fails 
to make me laugh. It should be good!
                Ashleigh Morrison

If there was ever a sportsman worthy of a film, 
it was Senna. Deeply religious yet ruthlessly 
competitive, he was an enigma, with his un-
timely death only increasing the legend. Asif 
Kapadia’s acclaimed documentary was amaz-
ing in the cinema and I can’t wait for the DVD 
with a lot more unseen footage. A must for all, 
not just F1 fans.
   Ross Middleton

I’m really looking forward to the movie adap-
tation of Suzanne Collins’ novel The Hunger 
Games where teenagers are forced to take part 
in the annual Hunger Games, a fight to the 
death on live television. It’s the first in a series 
of three and will be released in March 2012.
                   Kathryn Murray

This year, I’m looking forward to the release 
of Puss in Boots because I love Antonio Ban-
deras. I also can’t wait ‘til the 3D cinema re-
lease of The Lion King. I haven’t seen a 3D film 
yet so I reckon it’s a good place to start!
         Anna Jordan

The film I’m really looking forward to this year 
is 50/50 starring Joseph Gordon-Levitt and 
Seth Rogen. I think tears are likely as the film 
follows Adam (Gordon-Levitt) after he discov-
ers he has cancer. Although it is an emotional 
drama, this film promises good comedy for 
plenty laughs alongside tears.
            Linzi Clark

I love post-apocalyptic films and Take Shelter 
looks set to be one of the best to emerge from 
2011. I’m also quite eager to see Michael Shan-
non (Boardwalk Empire) in this family-man 
role as he builds a shelter to protect his family 
after a series of apocalyptic visions.
            Ross Dunn

It’s easy to forget that there are films coming 
out which aren’t prequels, sequels, re-vamped 
franchises, or revolving around some kind of 
superhero. In this vein, two films I’m looking 
forward to are Brave, a Pixar offering steeped 
in Scottish legend, and Drive, an ultra-violent 
film noir with one of my favourite actors, Ryan 
Gosling, as the leading man. 
       Travis Emond

The Rum Diary finally has a release date - 
28th October.  After umpteen delays it is safe 
to say that I am excited not only for the film 
but to see the beautiful Mr Depp again. 
                  
                                                     Victoria McEwan

To see what we thought of this years summer 
blockbusters, including Cowboys & Aliens, 
Harry Potter & the Deathly Hallows Part 
2, Captain America and loads more head to 
www.brignewspaper.com

feature

Back to class: Greatest movie teachers
There are hundreds of films 
based in the classroom, but who 
are the greatest movie teachers?

Jack Black as Dewey Finn in School of Rock made the shortlist            Picture: Total Film

A 
s a testament to the start of term, 
Brig Film takes a look at some of 
the best teachers shown in movies 
over the years, with five of the more 

memorable performances picked out. Fol-
lowing the traditional school-like mandate of 
‘we’re all winners really’, this top-5 is brought 
to you in no particular order.

To get the ball rolling is Jack Black’s em-
phatic turn as Dewey Finn in School of Rock. 
This role lets Jack Black do what he does best 
(be Jack Black), but it came before he played 
the same part in his next 50 or so movies. 
With a guitar-full of memorable lines, what 
truly warrants Finn’s inclusion in the list is 
his sheer passion for the subject he teaches; 
well, for the short periods dedicated to music. 
Not only this, but he also comes to truly care 
for the kids, learning that he can’t go through 
life thinking only of himself. In the words of 
the great man himself, “I have been touched 
by your kids... and I’m pretty sure that I’ve 
touched them.” 

The second entry is stonewashed jeans-
wearing LouAnne Johnson, played by 
Michelle Pfeiffer, in Dangerous Minds. A 
former Marine, LouAnne probably wishes 
she still had her gun when she confronts a 
classroom full of students who are the very 
definition of ‘born on the wrong side of the 
tracks’. However, using ingenuity rather than 
textbooks, she reaches out to these kids and 
finds kind, vulnerable souls turned sour by 
the ugly world they were born into. Unfor-
tunately for LouAnne, Dangerous Minds 
will no doubt always be remembered more 
for that song rather than anything as banal 
as what actually happened to those poor kids 
living in a gangster’s paradise.
Next up is Ryan Gosling’s part in the criti-

cally-acclaimed Half Nelson. This part is Dan 
Dunne, a teacher with a cocaine addiction 
and a somewhat sexually ambiguous rela-
tionship with a 15-year-old student. Okay, 
I’ll admit that, certainly on the surface, Dan 
Dunne‘s inclusion in a ‘best movie teachers’ 
list seems dubious at best. But teachers are 
human too, and Gosling brilliantly portrays a 
man balanced on a knife’s edge. A man with 

many faults, no doubt, but a man who, ulti-
mately, is a teacher trying to do his best for 
one of his students. Unfortunately, his best 
just isn’t always good enough.

This next addition may not have a crack 
habit, but he is pretty nifty when it comes to 
concocting potions. Yes, Alan Rickman’s Pro-
fessor Snape is the number one pick from the 
lengthy Hogwarts team-sheet. He may not be 
as wise as Dumbledore, nor is he the moral 
compass of Professor McGonagall, but he 
is arguably the best of them all. Becoming a 
spy against Voldemort for the sake of a long 
(long, long) lost love? Managing to make his 
scenes with Daniel Radcliffe’s pained expres-
sion seem tense and emotional? The man is a 
miracle worker. Oh, and he is actually a pretty 
handy potions teacher as well.

Last, but certainly not least, is a teacher who 
needs no introduction besides the bog-stand-
ard standing on top of a desk and exclaiming, 
“O Captain! My Captain!” You guessed it, it’s 
Robin William’s role as John Keating in Dead 

Poets Society. Undoubtedly the most clichéd 
entry, Mr Keating still more than warrants 
a mention as he will always be the iconic in-
spirational teacher. Refusing to conform to 
the set curriculum, Keating teaches his stu-
dents that there is more to their education 
than simply reading texts and taking exams. 
He also shows them that there is more to life 
than their education. Carpe diem! (We’ll just 
breeze over the whole suicide thing.)

So there you have it, Brig’s top-5 teachers 
in movies. Naturally, there are many more 
memorable performances out there, but there 
simply isn’t enough space to include them all.  
Head over to our Facebook page and let us 
know who your favourite movie teacher is.

A special mention goes out to Mr Miyagi 
who, although not a teacher in the technical 
sense, I think we can all agree taught us a lot 
about kicking with one leg. And how to get 
wax both on and off again.

                  Travis Emond

feature

The Inbetweeners: From TV to big screen

F
ollowing in the footsteps of such stars 
as Hannah Montana, Lizzie McGuire 
and the four stylish women of Sex and 
the City, the four awkward young men 

of The Inbetweeners made the transition from 
small screen to big screen this summer. 
It is an unfortunate fact that British com-

edies rarely make an effective translation to 
the cinema, and in the beginning there were 
several doubts about the film being a success. 
Thankfully, a few great trailers and about one 
thousand hilarious Facebook ‘likes’ later; “I’ll 
be wearing my wellies to the cinema on Au-
gust 19” and “asking your mate to help you out 
cause you think she might be a two man job” 
being two of my personal favourites, and the 
word of mouth got out of control. Will, Simon, 
Jay and Neil have topped the box office, beat-
ing eagerly anticipated movies like Cowboys 
and Aliens and Rise of The Planet of the Apes 
while leaving their audiences with stitches in 
their sides.

It is not a new phenomenon for a success-
ful television show to get its shot at the film 
industry, especially in the case of teenage and 
comedy shows. This tradition started many 
years ago with the likes of Nickelodeon mov-
ies about Sabrina the Teenage Witch and has 
since expanded to include franchises like Dirty 
Sanchez, Dukes of Hazzard and even big budg-
et experiments like The A-Team.

While priming TV shows for the big screen 
does seems to pull in the big bucks at the box 
office, The Inbetweeners is going above and be-

yond all expectations. I think this has to do with 
the fact that the boys are already well-loved by 
a devoted fan base who are not only more than 
enthusiastic about seeing their favourite char-
acters on a comedy-packed lads holiday, but 
are actually trying to follow them! That’s right, 
Club 18-30 claim that there is “more interest 
than ever” in clubbing holidays in Malia from 
young Brits since the release of the film. Get set 
to party next summer!

Fans of the movie will be disappointed to 
hear that despite the Mirror claiming other-
wise, there are no plans for a sequel. Last week, 
the Mirror published information from ‘an in-
sider’ saying that the sequel will pick up four 
years later with the lads 
reuniting at Neil’s stag do. 
However, Iain Morris, co-
writer of the movie, quick-
ly rubbished the rumours 
on Twitter the same day 
saying “First I’ve heard of 
it. Maybe the Mirror are 
writing it?”

However, it is not only 
television to film which 
can be a recipe for suc-
cess but also the reverse. 
In fact, some of the great 
movies have lent them-
selves to being remade or 
spun-off into TV shows, 
including The Terminator 
series which spawned the 
Sarah Connor Chronicles, 
not to mention the classic 
Clueless with Alicia Sil-
verstone – “Whatever!”. 
In fact, many films are 
arguably just better as 
television shows; take for 
example Buffy the Vam-

pire Slayer. How many people prefer, or have 
even seen, the original 1992 film as opposed 
to the television show? For that matter, when 
someone says the name Buffy, how many peo-
ple think of Kristy Swanson instead of Sarah 
Michelle Gellar?

It is clear that while there are several similari-
ties between the TV and film industries, what 
works in one will not always work in the other. 
However, with Will, Simon, Jay and Neil it 
seems that producers have lucked on to a con-
cept that is hilarious in any setting and there-
fore successful in either industry.

               
                             Laura Muir, Film Editor

Will, Simon, Jay and Neil aren’t 
the first to make the leap from 
television to cinema. Film Editor 
Laura Muir takes us back to look 
at other successful, and some not 
quite so successful, transitions.
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One Day
Dir: Lone Scherfig

W
ith the novel selling over one mil-
lion copies in the UK as well as 
being translated into 40 different 
languages, One Day really has its 

work cut out for it. Unfortunately, it doesn’t 
quite cut the mustard. Well, as an adaption 
anyway. 

The plot follows Emma Morley (Anne Hatha-
way) and Dexter Mayhew’s (Jim Sturgess) odd 
and complicated friendship over 20 years, but 
shown through snapshots of the same day each 
year. Great in novel; bad in film. It moves too 
quickly and the characters’ depth is lost slightly. 
You do feel that things have been hacked out to 
fit the 100 minute limit. With the novel show-
ing the complexity of relationships through the 
characters’ thoughts, this really is a bit of a let-
down.
That, however, is not as bad as Hathaway’s 

‘Yorkshire’ accent. She sways between non-
descript English, American, the man from the 
Tetley tea advert and a slight hint of Irish. In 
the most part, this doesn’t affect the watching, 
but when you start to get pulled into the wit and 
humour of a scene, it’s anti-climactic when the 
punch line is mucked up. A few of her lines are 
missed, such as the ‘What’s your ‘slash’?’ ques-
tion, due to her muddled accent. When the same 
director (Lone Scherfig) produced the perfect 
kind of English in An Education, you would 
think that this slip up would not happen.

Sturgess, on the other hand, really does suit 
his part and his performance of Dexter should 
be commended. He goes from pompous student 
to party animal; drunken cokehead to father, 
and eventually to a husband. It really is Dexter’s 
film. The scenes with his ill mother, Patricia 
Clarkson, pull at the heart-strings and the pair 
make a good ‘mother and son’ combo. Hatha-
way and Sturgess work fairly well together: it’s 
awkward in the beginning, but towards the end 
they are comfortable around each other. Hatha-
way’s ability to show her changing and hidden 
emotions through her eyes pays homage to the 
novel and its characters’ insights. Look out for it 
in the night-time swimming-pool scene.

The rest of the cast includes Romola Garai, 
who plays Sylvie, Dexter’s humourless wife. Ga-

rai adds human nature to the character and it 
makes Sylvie more wholesome. Rafe Spall plays 
Ian, Emma’s embarrassing boyfriend, and he 
steals the show with his terrible stand-up and 
stereotypical clumsy British-ness. 

The sets and scenery are really fascinating 
and, though it wasn’t necessary, Scherfig has 
kept to the novel and set the opening scenes in 
Edinburgh. Emma’s grotty flats and Dexter’s 
90’s TV show create the atmosphere and warp 
you into the right mind-set. The final scenes are 
masterly juxtaposed, as they are in the novel, 
and end the film well. However, instead of tell-
ing the tale of growing up, it shows the ability to 
overcome a broken heart. And that’s nice. Isn’t 
it? 

If you’ve read the novel then you’re not going 
to get the same flutterings, but if you haven’t, 
then you’ll probably enjoy the love story.

   Lydia Nowak

Jim Sturgess and Anne Hathaway, 

made for each other?         Picture: Yahoo

You Instead
Dir: David Mackenzie

Y
ou Instead brings Scottish director, 
David Mackenzie, back to his home 
turf after his attempt in dabbling with 
the US film market. (Did anyone actu-

ally see Spread?) Entirely set within the hussle 
and bussle that is the 2010 T In The Park, two 
quarrelsome leading band members are forced 
to spend the whole weekend together when 
they get mysteriously handcuffed by an easy 
going festival worker. It is within minutes of 
their mini ‘imprisonment’ that the audience are 
treated to a little rendition of Tainted Love, and 
a whole heap of sudden sexual tension.

From the outset, You Instead is a film that 
sounds interesting on paper. With an extremely 
tight and intense filming schedule, Mackenzie 
works well in capturing the exciting atmos-
phere that is T in the Park. However, it’s Tho-
mas Leveritt’s debut script that’s the significant 
let-down for the film, which feels at points like 
he’s whipped up something on the spot for his 
cast to spout out just moments before shooting 
a scene. Every turn that Leveritt takes you down 
is met with sheer woeful predictability. The 
moral of the story being that the power of music 
can somehow bring people together in peace, 
love and harmony was hardly anywhere to be 
seen, despite being set at a location where it 
could have been taken far beyond its advantage. 

The two lead stars, Luke Treadaway and Nata-
lia Tena, do try to show off their chemistry but 
it just feels forced, most likely due to the tight 
filming schedule and such a poor script. From 
the very start we’re shown no background in-
formation on these characters; all we know is 
that one is in a successful band from America 
and the other is in a new upcoming band from 
Scotland. But that’s a good thing, isn’t it? We 
get to progress with the characters to find out 
their loves and hates, right?  But, alas, as the 
film goes on, it would seem that there really 
isn’t any logic to these characters’ development, 
resulting in more questions about them being 
asked, rather than answered.

The only thing really saving this film is Mac-
kenzie’s direction and how he follows the pro-
gression of the festival and all its opportunities 
that you can face within a weekend, that can 

somehow make your life seem that little bit 
better. From montages of festival highlights, 
including Biffy Clyro and Newton Faulkner, 
to Still Game’s very own ‘Bobby The Barman’ 
drunkenly falling about on unsuspecting festi-
val goers. However, I’m sure if you were to take 
out all this footage, which felt very much like 
pointless filler material, you’ll probably find 
yourself with only ten minutes of actual film 
plot.

You Instead is a great example of ‘get-up-and-
go’ filmmaking where there’s no pussyfooting 
around the filming process. It’s just that there 
really isn’t any point to this film at all. Here’s 
hoping that Mackenzie’s next outing, romantic 
sci-fi, Perfect Sense, which will be out in Octo-
ber, will bring him back onto steady ground, 
which we’ve successfully seen him show in his 
previous films, Young Adam and Hallam Foe. 

              John Darley

Handcuffed to a rockstar? Yes please. 
        Picture: ClashMusic

     dvd and blu ray reviewsBc

Hanna
Dir: Joe Wright

W
ith his first two features, Pride 
and Prejudice and Atonement, 
British director Joe Wright dealt 
with love and its complications in 

Edwardian and war-time era Britain. His latest 
film, Hanna, tells the story of a child assassin 
on a path to self-discovery; punctuated with 
bursts of extreme violence. 

Rendered bereft of love, Saoirse Ronan’s pro-
tagonist is left to fend for herself in a world 
of fetishised hit men and sadistic CIA agents, 
characters born from the same universe as 
Peckinpah and Besson. 

In the cold wastelands of Finland, Hanna 
is brought up by her father Erik Keller (Eric 
Bana) to become the perfect assassin. One who 
will one day be sent out to kill Cate Blanchett’s 
suitably demonic American agent, Marissa 
Wiegler. 

The absurdity of this scenario is apparent, 
but Wright manages to pull it off with suitable 

aplomb. Every camera angle devised and more 
are thrown in, and along with The Chemical 
Brother’s score, the story is given a vitality it re-
ally shouldn’t have.  

Cinematographer Alwin H. Kuchler shoots 
the aeroplanes and household gadgets of the 
modern world in the same ethereal fashion 
as the plastic wonders of Grimm’s fairground 
park, allowing the viewer to share in Hanna’s 
growing sense of awe. The inclusion of a track-
suited Tom Hollander and his gaggle of neo-
Nazi cronies just adds to the bizarre fun of it all. 

Towards the end the pace begins to flag and 
the pay-off seems far less rewarding than the 
set-up, but it’s not enough to spoil what’s come 
before. 

There’s some pretty standard cast and crew 
interviews along with the director’s commen-
tary, but it’s the ‘The Wide World of Hanna’ and 
‘Anatomy of a Scene: The Escape From Camp 
G’ that are worth looking into.

The strange mash-up of creative talent and 
traditional revenge story has the potential to 
make Hanna a cult film gem.

           Keir Reed

Dexter Season 5
Dir: Steve Shill

A
fter last season’s jaw dropping finale 
with Dexter finally ‘dealing with’ his 
would-be mentor, John Lithgow’s 
Trinity Killer, the shows creators left 

themselves a difficult task in producing any-
thing half as exciting, brutal or heartbreaking.

Season 5 picks up exactly where we left off: 
Dexter finding his infant son sitting in a pool 
of blood, much like he had once been. The first 
episode, whilst ‘too slow’ for some fans of the 
show, is painfully emotional and full of sor-
row, it illustrates the aftermath of the previous 
events perfectly. To skim over them in favour 
of livening up the first episode would definitely 
have been a mistake. 

We see Dexter regress into the emotionless 
character he was in season 1, but this time he 
has a family to look after.

Once the niceties of grieving for the dead are 
over, we dive into the main story, which unfolds 
through each episode, this time with a drop of 
blood, thrusting Dexter into a conspiracy which 
may or may not prove to be his downfall.

Deb once again gets herself involved in a dys-
functional relationship with a work colleague, 
this time her partner Quinn, who much like 
Doakes of season 2, suspects Dexter is not en-
tirely kosher.

The DVD extra ‘Sounds of Splatter’ is the best  
one on offer, explaining how chopping vegeta-
bles and squeezing chocolate sauce imitates the 
sound of a decapitation. 

This season sees the inclusion of Peter Weller 
(RoboCop), Julia Stiles (Bourne Trilogy) and 
Johnny Lee Miller (Trainspotting). As always, 
the dialogue, word-play and Dexter’s mono-
logues help make the show the unique, witty, 
black comedy it is. Dexter wearing a Mickey 
Mouse hat when delivering the worst kind of 
news works too.

        Stefanie Pryke, Film Editor

 television

 TV round up
Unconventional lawyers Franklin & 
Bash. E4 never fails to please us.

F
ranklin & Bash is the latest US com-
edy to jump across the pond and join 
the E4 comedy line-up. The show fol-
lows the careers and bromance of un-

orthodox lawyers Jared Franklin and Peter 
Bash, who are signed to the law firm of Stan-
ton Infeld, a powerful LA lawyer. Against their 
initial ‘don’t sell out’ beliefs they join the firm 
under a string of conditions, and so the mad-
ness begins.

Breckin Meyer (Road Trip) and Mark-Paul 
Gosselaar (Saved By The Bell) star in the Ally 
McBeal meets Animal House sitcom, and 
they do a fine job providing a couple of lov-
able leads. The show is a refreshing take on 
the legal drama, with the charming yet slightly 
insane tactics of Franklin and Bash provid-
ing regular laughs. Examples include a mid 
court-case lightsaber fight, downing beers on 
the stand and the opening scene of the series 
which showcases a woman getting topless to 
help win a court argument.

From these previous examples you have 
probably noted that this may be more of a 
guy’s programme, and that would be an ac-
curate statement. The eponymous characters 
often display frat boy-like qualities, but this is 
a point that steers their entry to the law firm 
world away from becoming dull. The writers 
even manage to keep each court visit fresh, a 
tough task considering the show spends more 
time in the court room than Lindsey Lohan.

The drama does not delve into a complicated 
plot at any point, instead swapping any sinis-
ter scripting or excessive quoting of law theory 
for some cheap laughs. This is, however, the 
heart of Franklin & Bash; it is a light hearted, 
quick witted comedy that presents more gig-
gles than watching Jedward simultaneously 
fall off a pair of unicycles.  

Already signed for a second season in the 
US, the series is coming to a close in the Unit-
ed Kingdom. No doubt E4 will buy into season 
2 as well, so no need to worry, it won’t be off 
our screens for long.

However, for students looking to kick up 
their feet after a tough week of fresher’s party-
ing, this quirky law comedy is definitely worth 
a 4oD viewing. Or if you want to watch it in 
one sitting, be sure to stick it on your list to 
Santa, the complete season 1 comes out in late 
November.

     Stuart Kenny, Sports Editor

Familiar faces from the 90s 
           Picture: Channel 4
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Ingrid Calame, Fruitmarket Gallery, 
until 9 October 2011, free entry.

    visual artsBc

American Artist, Ingrid Calame, makes her Scottish 
debut at the Fruitmarket Gallery in Edinburgh

Available from Amazon (amazon.
co.uk) 
Paperback £7.99
Kindle £4.54

Fringe box
Wrens, Sweet Grassmarket 

Set on a Navy reserve station during 
the closing days of WWII, the play 
focuses on seven female characters all 
sharing barracks. It was a well written 
and acted tale that highlights the im-
postance of your friends in the midst 
of great turmoil.

So Much Potential, Sin Lounge

This comedy duo hail from London 
and their short, sixty minute show en-
corporated comedy anecdotes, obser-
vational humour and songs sung with 
a ukuele. Although found through the 
free fringe guide, these guys would 
definitely be worth paying for.

Seagull Effect, Idle Motion

Idle Motion is an esteemed Oxford 
based theatre troupe that has none 
other then British actress Juliet 
Stevenson as their patron. Their play 
at the Fringe this year, The Seagull 
Effect, was a stunning treat for the 
eyes and ears

 Art editors as this year’s Fringe

The Enchantless Tale of Lizzy Cropwell by James Sane

An artist known for 
taking the city street 
as her canvas, arrives 
in the capital for a 
standout show

Calame adopts a similar style to the infamous Banksy            
                                                                                               ipadwallpapergallery.com

One of Edinburgh’s most iconic galleries, The Fruitmarket 
                                                                   edinburghcafeenthusiast.wordpress.com 

A poster advertising one of Ca-
lame’s exhibitions          deitch.com

Rachel Weisz portrays a more 
traditional fairy tale figure
www.dailymail.co.uk

alumni now teaching at secondary 
schools in Aberdeenshire.

 
                            Catriona Keddie

The way I felt about James Sane’s 
debut novel, The Enchantless 
Tale of Lizzy Cropwell, is akin 

to the way I feel about eating when 
I’m bored: it’s something to do and I 
feel a little bad afterwards. But really 
it wasn’t particularly good or bad or 
core shaking, just a bit of a snack in 
between. I know I probably shouldn’t 
enjoy it but, really, I don’t want to get 
up off the couch.

Ex-Stirling University Student 
James Sane’s self published debut is 

what he calls “a curious ‘once upon 
a time’ tale”. Set in a bizarre amalga-
mation of old and new worlds, where 
health and safety has gone into over-
drive in a magical, fairytale world. 
Like if Lord of the Rings was met with  
a request for battle forms and com-
pensation claims. The book observes 
and follows the life and times of Lizzy 
Cropwell as she embarks on a quest 
that involves love, adventure and 
weirdly, lots of frogs. 

The first thing that caught my eye 
was that the story goes with the all too 
obvious ‘unlikely heroine,’ Lizzy Crop-
well, for its main character: a strong 
willed, scrappy and unruly female lead 
looking for love in all the wrong plac-
es. It just seems to set the book up for 
a dull predictability. There are several 
other clichés that crop up throughout. 
Unfortunately, they were inserted in a 
way that leaned towards corny rather 
than witty. The use of footnotes to 
include some really bad jokes were 
also particularly cringe-worthy and I 
was often left uncomfortably reading 
more.

Not to completely ‘slay’ this book, I 
did enjoy a few clever puns that were 
scattered throughout and the concept 
of health and safety gone mad was 

cleverly applied to the story. It breaks 
down the ‘fairy tale complex’ as stu-
dents gain a qualification in being a 
prince or princess, which had some 
amusing aspects. Everything about 
the process is regimented, right down 
to the ‘rescues’ performed by the men. 
Sane pokes fun at authority and the 
mundane paperwork society that sur-
rounds us nowadays. The way that this 
contrasted with the ‘traditions’ that 
everyone in the book seems desper-
ate to uphold was clever and funny in 
places. 

It would be a little mean to say that 
The Enchantless Tale of Lizzy Crop-
well was utterly enchantless, but this 
adjective does lend itself to this short 
fantasy novel. While I found the book 
not entirely unreadable, for me it was 
reminiscent of a Jacquline Wilson 
story: something I would have read 
and enjoyed a few years ago but now, 
not so much. I felt too old reading it 
and couldn’t appreciate it as much. 
Overall, a little predictable but never-
theless not unpleasant to read. On the 
whole, I think this book would be bet-
ter suited to and more appreciated by 
a younger audience and not by a cyni-
cal university student.

James Sane is a Stirling University 

Working alongside the Ed-
inburgh Art Festival, the 
Fruitmarket Gallery is stag-

ing its big end of summer show. A 
retrospective of the work of American 
artist Ingrid Calame. The exhibition 
brings together work between the 
years 1994-2011, so we are lucky to 
be able to see brand new pieces. Born 
in the Bronx, New York she now lives 
and works in Los Angeles. 

The dark orange sunsets and flores-
cent street lamps of a city known for 
its seedy underbelly and graffiti art 
scene can be vividly seen in her work. 
She, as an artist, is known for work-
ing on the pavements and the streets, 
she traces chewing gum, individual 
cracks and stains and turns these into 

dense works of coloured abstractions. 
Calame has taken a burned out stretch 
of road by the banks of the LA River as 
the primary source for the works that 
form the exhibition here at the Fruit-
market. This includes a wholly original 
piece that was commissioned solely 
for the gallery L.A River at Clearwater 
Street. Calame calls these stretches of 
cement and tar ‘micro histories’ seeing 
a whole world of possibility and magic 
in these very mundane places.

The first piece that greets you when 
stepping into the space in the down-
stairs part of the gallery is a huge wall 
hanging that reminds you of a mirror 
as it is spread out and reflected on 
to the floor. Titled ‘sspspss UM bid-
dle BOP’ on first inspection it kinda 
looks like a Rorschach blob but once 
you look harder you find an opaque 
layer of shimmering pale green and 
off-white abstractions. Perfectly sym-
metrical, it is a map of colour and 
light. There seems to be no idea of 
form here but because these wild con-
ceptual lines and marks are incased in 
this square prison, a lovely distinction 

is formed between the two.
On one of the crisp white gallery 

walls hangs a smaller square painting 
that showcases Calame at the height 
of her powers. With an air of the Pop 
Art movement, in terms of the colour 
palette chosen (lipstick red and egg 
yellow), thoughts of Andy Warhol and 
Jeff Koons spring to mind. It is a mash 
up of colour and shape and has this 
wonderful life to it. You can see what-
ever figures or silhouettes you want 
and take anything away with you. 
‘ArcelorMittal Steel Shipping Building 
One, No.233’ (yeah, her artworks have 
weird ass names) is a great slice of 
1950s poster art without actually be-
ing a poster or from the 50s. It could 
grace the cover art of a Jack Kerouac 
or Kurt Vonnegut novel. 

My favourite works in the exhibi-
tions are a series of three enamel 
paintings that depict various nature 
scenes, in the same style as the rest of 
the pieces. The outline of a pine tree 
or the peak of an imposing mountain 
top can be made out amongst the 
loud lashings of colour applied with 
relish to the canvas. There is this en-
ergy and simple beauty to the paint-
ings that I admire greatly. ‘Lup Bup 
Zhir POW!’ (detail) is another of her 
enamel paintings, this time done on 
an aluminium surface. It’s hard to fig-

ure what the painting is about but that 
might be because it isn’t really about 
anything. Calame’s work is all in the 
physical act of making art. It’s in the 
process as opposed to the ideas and 
metaphorical bullshit that surrounds 
a lot of contemporary art.

Ingrid Calame is a fascinating con-
temporary visual artist and her debut 
exhibition in Scotland by Edinburgh’s 

Fruitmarket Gallery is a well thought 
out and exciting homage to this great 
talent.

                              Christopher Smail
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Vegetarian 
Moussaka

N
ow that you have moved 
into halls and unpacked 
all your clothes, hidden 
your long-loved teddy 

at the back of your wardrobe and 
gathered an obscene amount of 
condoms, surely it’s time to put your 
shining new cookware to good use. 
Your cooking repertoire may be 
limited to cheese on toast - with an 
exotic alternative of beans - but Brig 
will show you how to bring your new 
flatmates together with a tasty mous-

saka that will please meat eaters and 
vegetarians alike. An alternative to 
the well-loved, but tired, lasagne, this 
version adds a rich tomato flavour 
with a warming hint of red wine, that 
is, if you can bear to part with any 
that won’t be consumed in a glass. Of 
course, you can use lamb mince to be 
authentic, but using frozen vegetar-

ian mince will be kinder on your 
freshers’ waistline and purse strings. 
The addition of a simple, yet effective 
scalloped potato topping will set this 
dish apart from anything offered in a 
plastic container from the supermar-
ket ready meal aisle, and your new-
found culinary talents will no doubt 
impress your fellow flatmates. Just 
don’t let them discover that teddy.

Serves 4

You will need:
3 large floury potatoes (such as 
Rooster or Maris Piper)
1 tablespoon olive oil, plus extra for 
drizzling
1 onion, chopped
1 clove of garlic, finely chopped
400g frozen vegetarian mince (or 
lamb, if using)
1 aubergine
1 can chopped tomatoes
1 tablespoon tomato puree
Dash of red wine (optional)
1 teaspoon oregano
1oz plain flour
1oz butter
½ pint of milk
Salt and pepper
Grated parmesan

1. Place potatoes in a pan of cold 
water and bring to the boil. Cook 
for 10 minutes and then drain. 
Leave to cool. 

2. Preheat the oven to 200°c/180°c 
fan/gas mark 6. In a large pan, 

fry the onion in the olive oil for 10 
minutes on a low heat until soft and 
translucent. Add the garlic and fry 
for a further minute. Add the mince 
and cook for 2 minutes (or if using 
lamb, until the meat is browned). 
Add the chopped tomatoes, tomato 
puree, wine (if using) and oregano. 
Cook for 15 minutes.

3. Meanwhile, slice the aubergine 
and lay on a baking sheet. Drizzle 
with olive oil, season with salt and 
pepper and place in the oven, turn-
ing the slices after 5 minutes until 
lightly charred. 

4. To assemble, place a ladleful of 
mince in a dish, spread across the 
bottom and then place a layer of 
aubergine slices. Repeat until all 
the aubergine and mince has been 
used. Slice the cooled potatoes and 
then arrange in a scalloped pattern 
across the top of the dish. 

5. To make the white sauce, melt 
the butter in a saucepan and then 
add the flour. Mix to a thick paste 
(known as a roux) and then cook 
for a minute until frothing around 
the edges, taking care not to burn. 
Gradually whisk in the milk to form 
a thick sauce. Season with salt and 
pepper and then pour over the po-
tatoes. Scatter the parmesan across 
the top and cook for 30 minutes in 
the oven until golden and bubbling. 
Serve with a fresh green salad and 
crusty bread.

Review: 
Deus Ex: 
Human 
Revolution

A
lmost ten years ago now, a 
game called Deus Ex was 
first unveiled to Europe. 
Critical acclaim followed 

its release, “Game of the Year” gongs 
sounded left, right and centre, but 
then something strange happened. 
After the disappointing, but still well-
received, Invisible War sequel in 
2004, the Deus Ex franchise all but 
vanished. Now, however, a legitimate 
sequel has finally hit the shelves, and 
boy was it worth the wait, even if it is 
a prequel.

In Deus Ex: Human Revolution, you 
play the role of gravelly-voiced Adam 
Jensen, head of security for a contro-
versial company which deals in bionic 
upgrades for humans, termed human 
augmentation. It doesn’t take long for 
things to start as an attack on a lab 
leaves Adam for dead. But this is only 
the beginning as Adam, with the aid 
of human augmentation as well as a 
rather nifty pair of shades, recovers in 
time to seek out the truth behind the 
attack.

In this search, you will be confronted 
by a world which is steeped in cyber-
punk fantasy, a futuristic world where 
“punks” and “hobos” pollute the back 
alleys and police armed with auto-
matic weapons are littered throughout 
the main streets. It is a place in which 
there is a clear divide between the rich 
and the poor, the pro-augmentation 
and anti. But in a society with these 
kinds of binary distinctions, the line 
between good and bad is decidedly 
less obvious. This is not the Fable-like 
black and white world where you are 
presented with an insipid moral “di-
lemma”: do you kill the cute, innocent 
puppies (EVIL!) or give them some 
Andrex to roll around in (GOOD!)? 
DE:HR inhabits a perpetual grey area. 
There are no right or wrong answers.

Unfortunately, there are some dodgy 
graphics. With preview adverts that 
boasted some truly sumptuous visu-
als, the reality of the game’s graphics 
was always going to be a disappoint-
ment.  This is most apparent in peo-
ple’s faces where the graphics look 
noticeably dated, often lacking detail 
and emotion.

As for the gameplay, it is an amalgam 
of RPG and first-person shooter as-
pects, with a little third-person action 
thrown in for good measure. Upon 
starting the game, you will be given 
the choice of three difficulty settings: 
Tell Me A Story, Give Me A Challenge, 
and Give Me Deus Ex. Suffice to say, 
they could not be more aptly named, 
for the game can be very tricky at 
times. It certainly isn’t forgiving to 
anyone who embraces the first-person 
shooter tactic of running in with the 
biggest gun available and attempting 
to blow everything to hell. A few bul-
lets are all it takes to put Adam down. 
Stealth is key in DE:HR. Luckily, there 

are a multitude of handily placed ven-
tilation shafts, boxes, crates, desks 
and random walls to use to hide from 
the enemy.

There is also the option to hone 
Adam’s stealth skills using the inter-
esting Augmentation System. Accu-
mulated XP and purchasable items 
grant points which can be spent on a 
wide array of bionic upgrades for the 
protagonist. These vary from skin up-
grades that decrease damage taken, to 
the ability to see through walls. With 
a limited amount of points available 
however, it is up to the player to de-
cide which upgrades to prioritise.
The DE:HR gameplay is not without 
its flaws, the most consistent being 
the, at times, unpredictable and un-
realistic AI. For one thing, the enemy 
AI often seem to be deaf or blind, 
sometimes a mixture of both. Ironi-
cally though, this serves only to make 
things trickier as it’s impossible to 
truly get to grips with the game; you’re 
never quite sure whether you’re be-

C
hoice and consequence 
are strange things in video 
games. You are often re-
duced to a simple choice 

between good or evil, and the only 
difference between choosing one 
way or the other is a different cut 
-scene in the final moments of the 
game. Occasionally, however, there 
is a game that not only gives you a 
true choice, but also makes you feel 
it.

Project Zomboid is a zombie 
survival game that poses a simple 
question: how will you die? You 
have to eat, sleep, drink, and fight 
the unstoppable zombie hordes, 
with the left-over knickknacks of 
your former, now flesh-crazed, 
neighbours. Although most of the 
game is foraging and surviving, the 
choice in Project Zomboid comes a 
little earlier in the game.

When you begin a new game you 
will start an unavoidable tutorial in 
which you have to look after your 
dying wife by getting food and oth-
er tools that will help you keep her 
alive. This tutorial is started every 
time you die or start a new game 
session, but you can skip it, and 
the 15 minutes it takes to finish it, 
in one simple act: you can smother 
her with a pillow.

Most gamers would not think 
twice about taking a virtual life, but 
let me warn you now this choice 
will do more to you than give you 
+5  evil. This choice may hit you in 
a place you thought untouchable by 
games: your conscience.

 Jamie Wright

ing a stealth-maestro, or the enemy is 
simply being stupid. 

It’s tempting to put the game onto 
the easiest difficulty in order to kill 
everything in sight and to hell with all 
that stealthing around lark. But this, in 
many ways, would downgrade DE:HR 
to a repetitive FPS with disappointing 
graphics (albeit with a brilliant plot).
 As it is, DE:HR is a sequel-slash-pre-
quel which has been a long time com-
ing, but is more than worth the wait. 
The world portrayed feels real and 
relatable despite the futuristic setting, 
as do the characters that inhabit it. 
The story is engaging, with there be-
ing some very contemporary issues 
dealt with in a thought-provoking 
fashion. Whilst there may be some 
dodgy graphics and poor AI aspects, 
by the time the thrilling finale comes 
around, all this will be forgotten. Deus 
Ex is back.

Travis Emond 5 out of 5

pay the bills or...
9 Sep Dead Island – PS3 360 PC
9 Sep Resistance 3 – PS3
20 Sep Gears of War 3 - 360
30 Sep FIFA 12 - Everything

Oh, this officer? Its’ a super-soaker. Do you want to have a look?  Picture: GiantBomb.com

Post-apocaliptic beer benders 
are briliant. 

Picture: GiantBomb.com

Good news everyone
In the last edition of last year, we told 
you about a group of inspired indi-
viduals who formed the Computer 
Games society.  Well these charita-

ble souls have organised a FIFA 11 
tournament in aid of Africa on the 
ball, a charitable organisation that  
helps under-privileged kids in Africa 
make a better future for themselves 

through football and education. The 
tournament will be held in Envy on 
the 16 September, with first prize 
being a pre-order copy of the upcom-
ming release, FIFA 12. The number 

of places are limited to 64 players, so 
dont miss out and go along to their 
stall in the atrium on Wednesday of 
freshers’ week and sign up.
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During freshers’ week, we all 
like to make an effort to look 
good. There are plenty of 

members of the opposite or same sex 
we are out to impress and during the 
first week of university our inhibitions 
are lowered,  partially due to alcohol 
consumption, and looking good tends 
to be high on the agenda. 

However, after the first week and 
when classes begin, this effort to look 
good can swerve into every day hoody 
and jeans. Oh, dear. 

    To avoid falling into this trap of 
fashion declin, here are a few tips.

    1. Plan your outfit the night be-
fore. Pack your bag the night be-
fore too! Classes are as important 

as looking good, my friend. Anyway, 
planning your outfit the night before 
will save you around fifteen minutes 
in the morning and avoid the, “Awk, 
I’ll just wear my hoody and a pair of 
jeans.” However, with this easy tip 
you’ll be eating your breakfast in your 
pre-prepared outfit feeling rather 
pleased with your organised self.

     2. As I said before, the muffin to-
pand how to avoid it. Wear clothes 
that fit. A pair of jeans can be just 

the ticket if they fit you correctly. Just 
because you were a size 8 a year ago 
and can still squeeze into those bad 
boys does not mean that they still fit 
you. Seriously, buy the size up that fits 
you and flatters your shape and you 
will look a smaller size. Your godly 
curves will be held in place giving you 
a smoother silhouette and you won’t 
find yourself puling your top down 
awkwardly to keep your bare flesh 

at bay. This goes out to you too boys, 
nothing worse than seeing a squashed 
bottom crack when one is looking for 
one’s pen deep inside one’s backpack.

    3. Have fun with your clothes! Mix 
stripes with florals and golds with 
silvers. You never know, you may 

be onto a winner and find yourself in 
the best dressed list in Brig. Never be 
worried about wearing what you like, 
even if other people don’t like it. Dress 
to your shape, to your style and, most 
importantly, dress to your personality. 
Having fun with fashion is a great way 

to express yourself while at university 
and now is the time to do it.

    So, boys and girls, never be afraid to 
wear something out there. It’s a lot 
better than a pair of jeggings, “I go to 

Stirling Uni” hoody and an unsightly 
VPL.

How to avoid the lazy post-
freshers’ muffin top

Nicola Smith
Fashion Editor

s
o, it’s the beginning of another 
wonderful year at Stirling, 
for some it’s the start of their 
student lives and for others 

they are just continuing where they 
left off in June. The most impor-
tant thing for anyone at University, 
above both meeting deadlines and 
attending lectures, is looking good 
and impressing people with your 
clothes. But what’s that I hear you 
say? We’re poor students and SAAS 
is extremely unfair? We’ll stop your 
stressing, just whip out your Univer-
sity of Stirling student card or your 
NUS card and start saving immedi-
ately!

Stirling is littered with many 
clothes shops, but not all are as kind 
to student wallets as others. If you 
were to venture all the way to The 
Thistles Centre, you can find a few 
places that benefit the bank balance 
of young students. Topman offers a 
10% discount to anyone who has a 
student card, or even a Young Scot 
card from when you were at school, 
so there really is no excuse for not 
saving money in this shop. At the 
moment Topman is chinos aplenty. 
Whether cropped, cuffed or skinny 
fit, you could save a few pounds in 
the long run. Depending on the intel-
ligence of the Topman staff, you may 
get a 10% discount on sale items too! 
Also, it is well worthwhile signing up 
for the weekly Topman emails where 
you get all the new fashion updates 
before anyone else.

If you fancy something a bit smart-
er, possibly for a society ball or job 
interview, but want to keep the costs 
down, then Burton has the best 
deals with a 10% discount for all stu-

dent card owners. They have smart 
suits that have an expensive look but 
a cheaper price tag, and could fool 
any potential employer. If you want 
to pimp your suit, there is a 10% stu-
dent discount in Tie Rack (I too was 
shocked to find out they exist outside 
of airports). 

Furthermore, I heard it through 
the grapevine that Tie Rack has also 
started selling scarves and cravats, 
so it really is the place to be to fulfil 
your neck accessory needs.

If you dare venture outside of the 
realms of Stirling, Urban Outfitters 
in either Glasgow or Edinburgh of-
fers a 10% discount, but in my expe-
rience, only to NUS card holders.

 It’s probably worth splashing 
out a tenner or so to buy one if it 
means you get look like the world’s 
biggest hipster. If you wanted to go 
further than Glasgow or Edinburgh, 
you could head worldwide, and go 
to asos.com where a 10% discount 
can be yours with an NUS card. Not 
only a website that stocks high street 
ranges from River Island and All 
Saints, its own line of clothing and 
accessories but also up and coming 
designers that you might not find 
anywhere else.  If you sign up to 
the site’s frequent emails, you get 
benefits like an extra 10% off your 
purchases or free next day delivery 
depending on how generous they are 
being.

All in all, being a student isn’t that 
bad, clothes’ shops feel sorry for you 
being poor so give you a helping 
hand with spending your loan wisely 
on nice clothes.

Time to dress to impress

Ben Lennox

The post fresher muffin top                            Picture: Google images

T
he recent riots in England 
have laid bare a tendency 
which seems widespread in 
our society: the utter disre-

gard for others, be it for their position, 
property or privacy. It’s a disregard 
that was at the heart of the phone 
hacking scandal, and one which we’ve 
now had a chance to witness on the 
streets of England’s major cities. 
Armed officers acting on a tip-off that 
a suspect would be carrying a con-
verted firearm moved in to make an 
arrest. In the course of the arrest, said 
firearm must have been produced as 
it was recovered lying on the ground. 
As a result, an officer shot the suspect. 
Does this really sound like a scenario 
worth rioting about? I think not.
 It’s not as though the social unrest 
which broke out following the Metro-
politan Police’s shooting of Mark Dug-
gan was something we hadn’t seen or 
heard before; peaceful protest once 
again turned into out-and-out riot-
ing. Just think back to last November 
and the rioting at the student tuition 
fees demonstration, where a minority 
intent on causing mayhem tainted the 
peaceful majority’s message with vio-
lence. This time, however, the violence 
was on a bigger scale. 
 As seems all too common nowadays, 
people used this situation as a flimsy 
excuse to act selfishly. Let’s face it, as 

students, we have to look for ways to 
save money, especially with the cur-
rent economic climate and the pros-
pect of even greater student debt with 
the looming rise in tuition fees. We all 
like the occasional free-bee – the em-

phasis being on “free” – but perhaps 
not when it leads to a lengthy jail term 
as a result of procuring an item worth 
£1 or under.
 The message that we need to promote 
today is that peacefully airing your 
opinions is an important part of hav-
ing a democratic society, even if only 
a minority shares them. However, us-
ing democracy as an excuse for caus-
ing mindless mayhem, looting and 
destruction is a very selfish act; such 
behaviour is costing us greatly, both 
financially and morally, and as such it 
needs to be stamped out.

The selfishness of the riots
Simon Leigh

I
t’s been a busy summer. It’s been 
difficult to turn on the news 
without one Big Story or an-
other being thrust in your face 

like a foam pie at an MPs’ hearing. As 
reports that East Africa was suffering 
its worst drought in 60 years were bi-
zarrely hidden behind the front pages, 
everybody busied themselves coming 
up with their own take on what the ri-
ots were all about, while the number 
of YouTube videos using Jaffa cakes 
to explain the European debt crisis 
went up and up. On the other hand, 
the number of YouTube videos us-
ing Euro notes to answer whether or 
not Jaffa cakes really qualify as cakes 
stayed roughly the same. In addition 
to all this bleakness, there’s also all 
those life-changing experiences you 
ended up having and are dying to tell 
everyone about.

 What unites everybody who encoun-
ters these stories are opinions. Eve-
rybody has opinions, even though it’s 
probably much safer not to have them. 
Opinions cause debate, vendettas and 
occasionally wars, though for some 
mysterious reason people persist in 
having them – perhaps because free-
dom of speech should never be taken 
for granted, everyone likes the sound 

of his or her own voice, and debate 
sends the world boogying on through 
the universe. Because of this, we are 
highly interested in your opinions – 
we’re not just saying that – whether 
they’re on something that’s been hap-
pening on the other side of the world, 
on Stirling’s streets, in the University 
Atrium or just mixed up with the bits 
of fluff knocking around between your 
ears.

Is there something you feel strongly 
about? Is there something that, with-
out fail, causes you to launch into a 
long lecture prompting groans of “oh, 
here we go again,” every time someone 
so much as thinks about planning to 
consider mentioning it? Perhaps you 
don’t even know what your opinions 
are, but want to find out; writing about 
them is the best way to figure them 
out. If any of this sounds like you, then 
why not write for Brig’s Opinion 
section, and get that Jaffa cake thing 
sorted out once and for all?

“Does this really 
sound like a sce-
nario worth riot-
ing about? I think 

not.”

David Devereux & 
Simon Ewing

Opinion Editors
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One rough guide to the Societie’s Fayre
Ehssan Shamoradi

F
or prospective students, sum-
mer can be a real slog. At Stir-
ling, we get so long off that, 
even if we do something con-

structive with the break, there’s still a 
lot of time left over for new students 
to ponder what the next four years will 
bring. This pondering of the unknown 
can bring a deluge of excitement and 
nerves that transform university life 
into something more intimidating 
than the reality. Meeting thousands 
of strangers from all over the world 
is a breeze for some, a nightmare for 
others; for everyone, though, it is this 
task of fitting in that consumes many 
a sleepless night.

That’s where societies came through 
for me last year. Whether you bottle 
and sell confidence or not, Stirling 
University’s societies make it easy to 
make friends and influence people. I 
quickly grasped this fact after the as-
sault on the senses that is the Socie-
ties’ Fayre. Where else will you find 
hundreds of people huddled together 
behind stalls, projecting their varied 
interests directly at you?

AirTV, a haven for those with even a 
passing interest in film, was the first 
society that caught my eye last year. 
They looked very proper and impor-
tant with their expensive filmmaking 
equipment, which is made available as 
part of the £15 membership fee. What 
really won me over though was that it 
didn’t matter whether I had aspira-
tions to be a fancy-pants director, or 
just liked watching movies. We were 
there to improve, have fun and, most 
importantly, make kick-ass films. 

From the first night lockdown, where 
the object is to lose your filmmaking 
virginity, to the end-of-year Oscars 
extravaganza in the MacRobert, life in 
the media office is never dull.

Trying out SUDS, the University’s 
drama society, was next on my list. 
I’ve thought long and hard about how 
best to describe my first impressions: 
they’re like the AirTV crew on speed. 
In between fits of hilarity they’ll mess 
around with improv games at meet-
ings, perform monthly original drama 
productions and do an all-round swell 
job of creating havoc in the Atrium.

Shazam takes that craziness and 
uses it for its own science fiction-re-
lated purposes. Attempting to encap-
sulate geeky interests in a single soci-
ety is no easy task, but it does mean 

that there really is something for eve-
ryone: from game nights to zombie 
marches and beyond.

I suppose I’m obliged to mention 
Brig in all of this, although I feel read-
ing the newspaper sells it better than I 
ever could. Working with proof read-
ers, section editors and fellow writers 
to produce a student newspaper, with 
the bonus of seeing your name in print, 
is a fantastic way to stretch yourself. 
Best of all, you get out of Brig what 
you put in. There’s no cliques or hid-
den agendas. If you want to write then 
it’s a simple case of signing up and get-
ting started.

All the societies I’ve mentioned so 
far are what I would deem the ‘big’ so-
cieties at Stirling University. They’re 

established, organised and have a 
pretty good grasp of what they can do 
for you. While that’s great in its own 
right, some of my most rewarding 
experiences have come from being a 
part of the so-called ‘smaller’ socie-
ties.

Ones like the Language Language 
Club, Massu (Manga and Anime) and 
DAPS (Debating and Public Speak-
ing) possess a distinct quality. You 
feel needed by them because you 
genuinely are.  There’s an intimacy, a 
camaraderie that pushes you not only 
to get involved, but to use your inge-
nuity to make the societies better.

DAPS, for example, are now seek-
ing to set up regular parliamentary-
style debates, lightening the mood 

“Whether you bottle 
and sell confidence 
or not, Stirling 
University’s socie-
ties make it easy to 
make friends and 
influence people. 
I quickly grasped 
this fact after the 
assault on the sens-
es that is the Socie-
ties’ Fayre. ”

by asking members to defend politi-
cal extremes before setting off on pub 
crawls around Stirling. It was dead 
and buried for a couple of years and 
would remain so if not for a select few 
students, with a shared belief in the 
power and enjoyment that can be de-
rived from a friendly debate.

As a final testament to the diversity 
offered at Stirling to new students, the 
newest creation waiting to take off this 
year is the Stirling University Assas-
sins’ Guild. Basically, each Assassin is 
given a target, a fellow member, who 
they have to, well, ‘assassinate’. Ex-
pect the level of paranoia on campus 
to rise considerably.

What was that about Stirling not be-
ing as intimidating as first feared?

Playboy promoting women’s rights?

I
t is hard to believe that one mag-
azine could cause so much con-
flict and debate; not a magazine 
on politics or science, but one 

mainly comprising photographs of na-
ked women. Pamela Anderson, Anna 
Nicole Smith and Marilyn Monroe 
have all graced Playboy’s front cover, 
but none have made such an impact as 
Sila Sahin. 

The German actress appeared on 
the front cover of the May 2011 Ger-
man edition, and is the first woman 
of Islamic-Turkish descent to pose for 
Playboy in the magazine’s 58-year his-
tory. However, while cover stars such 
as Anderson and Smith have aided the 
general idea that Playboy degrades 
women, Sahin has used the publica-
tion as a platform for challenging, on 
a global scale, the oppression of her 
religion.

Central to Islamic belief is the idea 
that a woman’s body is sacred and 
must be concealed from the outside 
world, obliging others to concentrate 
exclusively on her personality and 
intelligence. Yet this idea has been 

commonly manipulated by men, who 
too often use Islam as a tool to de-
grade and demean women. It is this 
manipulation that Sahin has sought 

to eradicate, stating, “I have tried to 
please everybody for too long. With 
these images I want to show young 
Turkish women that it is okay to live 
the way they are, that it is not cheap 
to show skin, that you should pursue 

your goals instead of bowing down to 
others.” Sure, it is unconventional to 
front a liberation movement by taking 
off all your clothes, but it is inspiring. 
For many Islamic women, even wear-
ing a t-shirt and jeans is unacceptable. 
By wearing nothing, Sahin’s attempt 
to break down the strict boundaries 
restricting her everyday life is even 
more remarkable. Also, as any entirely 
peaceful protest against religious op-
pression is highly unusual, Sahin’s act 
of rebellion should be admired all the 
more.

Unfortunately, not all have found 
Sahin an inspiration. Many have la-
belled her a prostitute, a shame to 
Muslim women, while others have 
threatened “she must pay”. Even her 
mother refuses to speak to her.

The conflict and misunderstand-
ings surrounding treatment of Muslim 
women stem largely from the fact that, 
in the Western world, education on Is-
lam is limited, with many remaining 
ignorant of what the religion actually 
stands for. As a result, when thinking 
about Islam, the Taliban and Al-Qaeda 
may come to mind before any notions 
of a religion committed to preserving 
peace and the sanctity of life.

The Islamic Republic of Iran and 
Taliban-controlled Afghanistan are 

the most prominent countries under 
Islamic law, and they do not exactly 
promote a great life for women. Here, 
women are banned from education 
and forced to wear the burqa; if they 
do not comply then they can be sen-
tenced with up to seventy lashes. 
Moreover, a woman cannot request a 
divorce and, in divorce, is entitled to 
nothing. In the face of this oppres-
sion, Sahin’s protest has been silent 
yet powerful. 

By posing naked she has defied a 
fundamental aspect of the repressive 
regimes that haunt Islam.

And how has Playboy responded to 
such a powerful pro-feminist act? By 
re-opening the controversial Playboy 
Nightclub in London. 

This was a moment of history in 
which Hugh Hefner’s empire could 
have proved to the world that it is in 
fact a forward-thinking, pro-feminist 
organisation. However, by re-opening 
the club which Hefner himself has 
described as following “the concept 
of good food and drink, pretty girls, 
and exciting entertainment,” Playboy 
Enterprises has performed a back-
wards step. Unfortunately, Sahin’s 
expression of liberation will probably 
amount to nothing. Playboy’s predict-
able response, alongside an overall 
lack of media attention, means that 
few know of her stance or even her 
story. 

She may never be compared to the 
likes of Emeline Pankhurst, but by 
making a lone stand against a religion 
so widespread, she should at least 
be credited as so much more than a 
glamour model famed for starring in a 
magazine of such questionable worth 
and principles.

Emma Thomson

“By wearing 
nothing, Sa-

hin’s attempt to 
break down the 
strict bounda-
ries restricting 
her everyday 

life is even 
more remark-

able.” 

Brig writers On...
Each month, we ask Brig 
writers their opinions on 
a given topic. This month: 
Freshers’ Week

“Ironically, Freshers` Week is all 
about how to look completely unfresh 
(aka. like a rotten cucumber) by the 
end of the week.”
          Zsuzsanna Matyak

“Try everything; you won’t regret it.”
         Sean Heron

“Like an enema performed with fizz-
wizz , it leaves you withdrawn, igno-
minious and sticky in every conceiv-
able way.”
    Daniel Nunan

“Freshers’ has a great atmosphere, so 
put down Brig, join some clubs, make 
some friends, and get drunk. Read this 
later.”

           Andrew McDonald

“I don’t care about Freshers’ Week. 
I’m always too stressed about moving 
in.”
           Jeremy Watssman

“It’s the only week where you’ll have 
time to arrange your herbs and spices 
in alphabetical order, so don’t waste 
it.”
     Simon Ewing

“Freshers’: a wonderful week of self-
discovery. That said, if things get 
tough, remember the media office has 
swords. Whatever happens, happens.”
           Ehssan Shamoradi

“Freshers’ week is a great excuse to get 
dressed up, drink, dance like a maniac 
and meet a tonne of new people.”
       Laura Muir

“Freshers’ Week is an alcohol-fuelled, 
sleep-deprived, dance marathon 
where friends worth keeping will take 
you for a hangover breakfast.”
       Clare Lynch

“A stressful week, as I’m constantly 
worrying that I’m not having as good 
a time as everybody else.”
                 David Devereux

“Freshers’ Week is generally full of 
drunken antics which makes you want 
to kill yourself by the end when you re-
alise you’ve wrecked your life.”
                Shona Fitzsimon

Check out brignewspaper.com to read:

David Devereux on the riots, politics, 
cake and Jedward

Simon Ewing wondering about the 

worth of following the news

Fancy writing for 
Opinion?email: Opinion@

brignewspaper.com

Editorial & Opinion 
Online Articles

Brueghel’s oil-on-panel painting of Stirling University Societies’ Fayre (1559)           Picture: Brontides.com
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Sympathy for al-Megrahi

A
s I write this article, I’m 
sitting on a balcony in 
Corfu, an island that 
for some reason hasn’t 

thought to set a legal maximum 
temperature, which you’d think 
would be common sense when 
you’re living half a mile away 
from the surface of the sun. Apart 
from the non-sensical heat, my 
experiences here so far have 
left a wonderful impression of a 
fairly laid-back place that’s  lit-
erally hundreds of miles away 
from stressed-out Britain. This 
relaxed and groovy attitude has 
made me realise that in Britain 
we are far too serious. I worked 
this out within 10 minutes of ar-
riving here: rather than cross-
examining my passport, they just 
made sure I had one. While on the 
road, people were riding scooters 
and motorbikes at questionably 
quick speeds with no helmets. We 
managed to cram six people into 
a fairly small car, which was un-
comfortable, but a fun experience 
nonetheless. If a health and safety 
inspector came here, he would ex-
plode within seconds.
 Admittedly, I am talking about 
Greece, a country where you can 
retire early if you work in a dan-
gerous profession, one of which 
is hairdressing. As well as this, 
train drivers allegedly earn an ex-
tra 420 euros a month for wash-
ing their hands (how they enforce 
this is beyond me). Then there’s 
the economy, which I’ve decided 

not to dwell on as it turns out they’re 
rather sensitive about it, even if you 
do make a joke about reducing the 
public sector down to 300 Spartans.
 However, it’s not just the Greeks. 
There were many Italians on the Cor-
fu beaches (some of them even had 
clothes on) and it’s the same kind of 
easy-going, chilled-out kind of vibe. 
They just enjoy life more than the 
British. I visited Milan earlier this 
year (it sounds like I travel a lot, 
doesn’t it?) and everything seemed 
quite relaxed there as well. Again, 
we had the scooters with no helmets, 
relaxed airport security, and on top 
of that they even had vending ma-
chines with beer cans in them, which 
I only realised after using all my 
change to buy a stupid can of orange 
juice which wasn’t even that nice! 
And while we’re on the topic of alco-
hol, the Greeks have wonderful alco-
hol laws, or indeed a lack of alcohol 
laws. I ordered a drink at a bar while 
we were there and not only was I not 
ID’d (I’ll freely admit I look like a 12-
year old) but the drink the barman 
slid across the bar to me was pretty 
much three quarters-full of alcohol 
with a pitiful amount of mixer.
 When I mentioned the fairly lax 
airport security, the more safety-
conscious of you (and, by defini-

tion, more stressed-out) probably 
hollered, “But we need to protect 
ourselves from terrorism!” Well I’ve 
sort of got that covered too. I know 
all the many thousands of billions of 
security measures in British airports 
are there for a very good reason, but 
whenever there’s an attack and a 
new one is put in place, it makes me 
feel that perhaps the terrorists are 
winning in a way. Sooner or later it’s 
going to be protocol to walk through 
airport security on your hands, com-
pletely naked, stopping for random 
arse checks (as you could quite eas-
ily hide a bomb up there). Then the 
terrorists will be laughing, as they’ll 
have caused paranoia, unrest and  
ageneral lack of dignity for all in-
volved.
 The overall impression of life here 
in Corfu is that it’s optimistic, rela-
tively worry-free, take one day at a 
time for the local people as well as 
the tourists. My point is that in some 
respects Britain should be more re-
laxed and groovy like other Europe-
an countries, and not just so that air-
port security is less of a trial. British 
people go to places like Corfu to get 
away from their stress-filled lives for 
a bit, but it doesn’t happen the other 
way round.

S
ince the end of Muammar 
Gaddafi’s rule in Libya, there 
has been an urgent need to 
restore the country to order. 

This has been met by the National 
Transitional Council (NTC), acknowl-
edged by the Libya Contact Group as 
the “legitimate governing authority in 
Libya.” Following this, international 
organisation Human Rights Watch 
has called for the NTC to take “urgent 
steps to secure a political transition in 
Libya that respects its human rights 
obligations and lays the foundation 
for a new government based on the 
rule of law.”
 With the introduction of this new 
body of power, and this demand for 
the NTC to fulfil its moral responsi-
bilities, a familiar question returns 
to the table of the western world, one 
aimed at the Scottish government: 
simply, was it right to release the al-
leged Lockerbie bomber, Abdelbaset 
al-Megrahi, back in 2009? Further-
more, in a country with a history of 
human rights violations, should a 
man, a known supporter of Gaddafi’s 
regime and accused murderer of 270 
people, be granted his human rights 
as he approaches death? 
 When al-Megrahi dies, so too will the 
knowledge we have been unable to ob-
tain regarding the Pan Am 103 bomb-
ing. He was the only person charged 
with the incident and any information 
he holds will be taken to his grave. At 
present, it appears that he is finally 
losing his struggle with cancer; ac-
cording to family he is in a coma and 
dependent on an intravenous drip 
and oxygen therapy. As he is too weak 
even to communicate with relatives, it 
is beyond me how he would manage to 
stand trial in court. However, such a 
trial is what America wants to put into 

practice, with Hillary Clinton telling 
reporters that “[al-Megrahi] should be 
behind bars.”
 Of course, in such cases it is necessary 
to consider the rights of the victims 
alongside those of the accused; I refer 
to the case of William Cally when I say 
that the American government has 
not always behaved compassionately 
to victims of crimes. 
American William Cally was found 
guilty for his role in the My Lai Mas-
sacre, in which between 347 and 502 
innocent civilians – mainly women 
and children – were tortured, raped, 
mutilated and killed under his orders. 
He served only three and a half years 
under house arrest before receiving a 
presidential pardon, despite the over-
whelming evidence against him. In 
al-Megrahi’s case, a recent poll shows 
that 52% of the 500 Scots interviewed 
believe that there should be an inde-
pendent inquiry into the Lockerbie 
Bombing itself, and that 51% agreed 
with the decision to free al-Megrahi.
 270 lives were unnecessarily taken 
in the Lockerbie bombing, and I fully 
sympathise with the families of these 
victims. The sentence served by al-
Megrahi, approximately 10 years, 
compares in no way to the life-long 
sentences these families will have to 
endure. However, the feelings of al-
Megrahi’s own family must also be 
taken into consideration. 6 months 
since Libya’s civil war began, an es-
timated 50,000 people have been 
killed, including many innocent ci-
vilians. Bloodied hands are being re-
placed with another’s bloodied hands. 
Amongst this fighting and chaos I feel 
it is owed to al-Megrahi’s family, who 
are taking care of him, to see their 
loved one pass peacefully and digni-
fied, despite his alleged crimes. If 
compassion was not the motive for his 
release from prison in 2009, it should 
most certainly be the motive now.

David Devereux
Opinion Editor

Sarah  Maclean 
Morris
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Juliet Hounam spent the summer working at Brighter Futures, a hospice 
centre in India for children with HIV/AIDS. She tells Brig her story. 

Features editor Anna Jordan 
looks at the role social media 
played in the recent London riots.

Features
           Features editor: Anna Jordan  
                                & Catriona McGale
Email:features@brignewspaper.com
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Features

Social Media: A cause for hysteria?

Forever stigmatised: living with HIV

Social networking was one of the major influences for the riots                           Picture: Rajmund Bakyoni 

Local Woman Hemalatha Grandhi works at Prem Nivas. Here, she is 
holding new arrival Anil. Both are HIV positive.
                                                                                          Picture: Juliet Hounam

Prem Nivas children playing   Picture: Juliet Hounam

The recent London riots 
have raised many questions 
about the way people and 
society have developed in 

recent years.
Consumerism, inadequate parent-

ing, authorities and a lack of job op-
portunities have been accused of be-
ing at the heart of the riots. However, 
there is one key difference between 
this series of events and those of the 
1970s and 1980s: social media.

After the Tottenham riots took place 
on 6 August, the government was 
quick to blame social media sites such 
as Facebook and Twitter for their role 
in bringing people together to partici-
pate in these criminal activities.

David Cameron said that he would 
do “whatever it takes” to restore jus-
tice, suggesting that use of social net-
working websites should be banned to 
those who are plotting criminal activ-
ity.

However, there is evidence to sug-
gest that with the aid of social net-
working sites, police could have been 
at the scene of the riots hours before 
they were due to begin.

This may indicate that traditional 
institutions such as the government 
and police force may be reluctant to 
understand the potential that social 
media has and how to develop their 
operations accordingly.

Evidence from online advertising 
network Chitika indicates that social 
media traffic increased by 750% dur-
ing August 6 - August 10 at the height 
of the rioting.

Even though the exact content of 
tweets could not be gathered, the 

Guardian also compiled a database 
of 2.5 million tweets during the riots 
based on key words and hashtags. 

They discovered that the amount of 
riot-related tweets increased after a 
riot broke out, suggesting that Twit-
ter was used to keep track of what 
was happening rather than to try and 
cause trouble. 

On the other hand, Chitika found 
evidence that the traffic decreased af-
ter police announced that they would 
be monitoring Facebook and Twitter 
more closely.

Many argue that parliament handled 
the situation poorly. 

Social media editor Gordon MacMil-
lan said: “The focus of politicians on 
social media looked very much like 

they were trying to give the impres-
sion that they were in control and tak-
ing action in a situation where they 
had little control. It wasn’t very help-
ful.”

However, after Home Secretary 
Theresa May’s meeting on 25 August 
with representatives from Facebook, 
Twitter and Research In Motion 
(RIM), the outcome was positive:  

“We welcome the fact that this was 
a dialogue about working together to 
keep people safe rather than about 

imposing new restrictions on internet 
services”, a Facebook spokeswoman 
told Sky news.

The police also plan to deal with this 
more effectively by finding an efficient 
way to monitor social networking sites 
such as social media analysis technol-
ogy. 

They are reported to have received 
overwhelming amounts of intelligence 
every second during the riots.

Furthermore, Gordon MacMillan 
said of politicians that “rather than 
focussing on the alleged role social 
media played in the riots, they could 
have been pointing to the way it was 
used by communities in London to 
help organise the clean-up, help those 
affected and the way it was praised by 

the police as a force for good.”
As MacMillan points out, the inter-

net and social media have also been 
used positively, for instance ‘Catch a 
Looter’ on social blogging site Tumblr 
as well as #OperationCupOfTea and 
#riotcleanup on Twitter.

Riotcleanup was massively popular 
and proved that a world of good can 
come out of a bad situation. 

Even though his area wasn’t af-
fected, North Londoner Jake Mulley 
played a huge part in the clean-up and 
in coding the website.

“Riotcleanup was all about being a 
positive reaction to the riots, it was 
not an organisation and doesn’t have 
authority”, he said.

“I’m just glad there was a way to get 

“We welcome the fact that 
this was a dialogue about 
working together to keep 
people safe rather than 

about imposing new restric-
tions on internet services” 

Facebook Spokeswoman

so many people helping out.”
The idea spread to other parts of 

London and so @Riotcleanupmanc, @
Riotcleanupwolv, @Riotcleanup-
nott and@Riotcleanupbrum    were set 
up, which is a testament to the power 
of social media.

Jake said that he would like to con-
tinue with the site in the future and 
urges readers to visit www.riotclean-
up.co.uk and if they have any ideas for 
clean-ups in disused spaces, they can 
be discussed on the website.

The government was established 
that there may be more law-enforcing 
measures taken on social networking 
websites in future, although whether 
there will be any action in the near fu-
ture is unclear. 

Nestled by a railway track 
in a small dusty town in 
south eastern India, there 
is a poor yet spirited and 

thriving community.  
Tall palm trees litter the horizon as 

the sun mercilessly beats down on 
those who are unfortunate enough to 
labour outside. Dazed buffaloes of-
ten lumber past, children walk along 
the train tracks to school or brave 
the heat to play their adored cricket. 
Despite the poverty that is endemic 
to rural India, here exists a vibrancy 
and kinship that is often impossible 
to find in the developed world, and 
any visitor will experience genuine 
Indian hospitality.  

Hidden, however, in a quiet corner 
of this archetypal Andhra Pradeshi-
an town, there is a dirty secret only 
mentioned in whispers. The source 
of this embarrassment is Prem Nivas 
(Loving Home) a respite and hospice 

centre for children suffering with 
HIV/AIDS. 

HIV exploded onto the scene in 
southern India during the late 1980s 
with devastating consequences. The 
government, entangled in an outdat-
ed system and beleaguered by cor-
ruption, was slow to act. The panic 
was there (just like in the west), but 
subsequent efforts to tackle the prob-
lem were clumsy and misjudged. The 
result was a complete lack of aware-
ness amongst the uneducated 35% of 
the population – this proved to be a 
fatal and significant mistake. 

The construction of a major high-
way that stretches from Chennai to 
Calcutta served only to exacerbate 
the problem. The economic attrac-
tion of a huge new trucking com-
munity meant an increase in sex 
workers in towns stationed along 
the thoroughfare. Truckers would 
become infected whilst out driving, 

then return home and pass it onto 
their wives. Lack of education meant 
that fear and disgust would prevent 
people from being tested or seek-
ing treatment. Mothers would pass 
the disease onto children and then, 
having not sought medicine, die and 
leave their children sick and alone to 
fend for themselves.  

Latest figures show that there are 
around 350,000 HIV/AIDS suffer-
ers in the municipal state of Andhra 
Pradesh alone. Thanks to improved 
government intervention and aware-
ness programs, the numbers of new 
diagnoses are slowly stagnating. 
This marks a huge improvement; 
however, Prem Nivas is still admit-
ting new children every week (a fact 
all the more bitter considering that 
unborn babies can be treated suc-
cessfully).

One such addition is 11-month-old 
Anil. After many failed attempts to 
find him foster parents, social serv-
ices brought the child to the hospice. 
“People are just not willing to take 
on an infected child” says Ramani 
Spandana, a local child welfare com-
munity officer. “Unfortunately, the 
government does not have provi-
sions for such children, so we often 
have to rely on charities or religious 
organisations to take them in.” 

Like most HIV-positive children, 
Anil suffers from frequent fever 
and skin infections. Many doctors 
refuse to treat individuals with HIV, 
which means that most minor treat-
ments must be done by the house-
mother who is trained in all aspects 
of care. A government hospital does 
six-monthly check ups to test for 
white blood cells. If the count is too 
low, then the child must be started 
on daily Antiretroviral Treatment 

(ART).
There are currently 50 children liv-

ing in Prem Nivas, aged 11 months to 
18 years old. Dr S. Chandra Reddy, 
the AIDS Nodal Officer for the dis-
trict, explains that every child will 
be affected differently by the dis-
ease. “Most will only live to 12 or 
13, some die very young and for a 
few the infection lies dormant al-
lowing them to lead a relatively 
normal life. It is important that we 
try to give them all an equal chance, 
so that involves bringing them up 
like other children.” However, the 
stigma that alienates them from the 
rest of society also prevents them 
from being accepted at school, thus 
smothering any ambition or hope of 
self-sufficiency.  Brighter Future has 
addressed this by building a school 
house on the premises, but finding 
qualified and willing teachers has 
been problematic and expensive. 

The children also often have learn-
ing difficulties and special needs, 
which means that classes have to be 
divided up depending on ability. 

As well as reducing future rates of 
infection, tackling stigma is seen to 
be a fundamental part in giving a 
second chance to those affected. In 
an attempt to provide a solution to 
a poignant dilemma, the crumbling 
Prem Nivas walls shelter those most 
vulnerable. However, the reassur-
ing chugs of passing freight trains 
are punctuated by eerie laments of 
the horn, perhaps in homage to the 
towns very own contradiction – a 
warm community spirit cruelly tar-
nished by the unwarranted fear of its 
own children. 

Juliet Hounam spent the summer 
volunteering with Brighter Future 
India:www.brighterfuturetrust.org



So, you’ve just moved in to your new 
flat/ halls of residence.

New people, new experiences, new 
life and prison cell walls.

What do you do?
You could cover the walls in posters 
(there’s a great selection in the Atri-

um.)
Or, you could make some of your 

own stuff. All it takes is some paper 
and blu tack.

As for the rest of your room, here are 
some simple tips on how to spruce it 
up:

-Bring a rug from home - it adds 
an instant cosy feel and can cover up 
questionable carpet stains left by pre-
vious residents.

-Make a photo collage of anything 
you want: friends, family, pets, holi-
days, favourite food etc. 

-Stick a container of pot pourri or 
a fragrance diffuser in your room. It 
leaves your room smelling fresh which 
is perfect when you’re chilling out or 
trying to study.

-Like the rug, some extra pillows or 
cushions can add comfort to a stale 
student room.

-A mirror (full-length preferably) 
can make your tiny room look bigger 
and is invaluable when you’re getting 
ready for a night on the town.

Finally, some ideas of what you can 
do with any left- over blu tack:

-Make some cute figurines to put on 
your desk

-Use it to remove stubborn lint/glit-
ter from clothes

-Remove sticker residue from CDs 
or books

-Place under speakers to reduce vi-
bration and noise rattle

-Use it to replace lost lids on things 
like paint tubes, PVA glue or ink.

Happy decorating!   
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Changing rooms? 
How to brighten up those 
breeze blocks

 The freshers survival 
guide

You could even create a  cross-
word that flatmates and visitors 

can fill in 
        Picture: Anna Jordan

Recreate a childhood memory

You could try any image you 
want

Break your piggy bank. not your 
bank balance.

              Picture: mediumfood-
mama.blogspot.com

A fresher guided by a member of the Union    Picture:Rajmund Bakyoni 

W
ith summer now over, 
many of us will find 
that we have spent a 
considerable amount of 

our overdrafts and are now panicking 
about how we are going to have fun 
without having to spend too much; or 
face the idea of becoming a hermit.

Which is why, dear Brig readers, I 
have taken it upon myself to show you 
that it is possible to enjoying a whole 
weekend without breaking your bank 
balance.  

Travel can often be the most expen-
sive part of any weekend, so staying 
local will inevitably save you money. 
If it is a nice day you could ditch cars, 
buses and trains and go for walk; the 
perfect chance to catch up with friends 
or the latest tunes on your iPod. If 
walking’s not your thing maybe you 
can bribe a lift off a friend or family 
member for the small price of some 
chocolate - because let’s face it every-
one loves chocolate.

Luckily, with Stirling being a tour-
ist destination there are a plethora 
of things to do right here. If you live 

in the area surrounding the castle 
you will be able to get in for free with 
proof of address, if not, it’s £13.00 so 
go with a friend who does and maybe 
they’ll split the price.  Yet, even if you 
don’t go into the castle itself, the sur-
rounding area provides great scenic 
views, making it a lovely spot for a 
cheap and tasty picnic. Stop by Tesco 
for cheap sandwiches and crisps, and 
you migh even score some free tasters 
at the deli counters. 

Another scenic and cultural must-
do, right here in Stirling, is The Wal-
lace Monument, which showcases 
perhaps the best views of the town for 
only £6.25 with a student card.  How-
ever, if you are more into the macabre 
you should visit The Old Town Jail 
which is situated near the castle who 
also offer a discounted student admis-
sion for £5.10.  

As well as the major landmarks, 
amongst the bustle of tourists there is 
always some sort of street entertain-
ment to watch and with such a lively 
atmosphere you don’t need to spend a 
penny to enjoy the surroundings. The 
best spot for street entertainment is 
usually across from New Look outside 
The Thistle Centre.  

After a day of sightseeing it’s time to 
enjoy the city’s best night time spots. 
Can this really be done on such a small 
budget? One word - yes. The first step 
is to work out how to get the cheapest 
possible, or even free, entry to clubs. 
Look online to find out about student 
discounts, guestlists and free admis-
sion until a certain time. Or you could 
flirt outrageously with the door staff in 
the hopes of free entry. (I would love 
to tell you this worked for me, but it 
didn’t  - always worth a shot though).

Next step,  combine you and your 
friends cloakroom entry by putting all 
your jackets into one bag and splitting 
the cost of one cloakroom entry. Volia 
an extra pound for drinks. Or brave it 
and skip wearing a jacket in the first 
place.

Of course, the greatest money-sav-
ing tip of all on a night out is the now 
infmaous pre-drink - but I guess, be-
ing a student you already knew that. 

After your crazy Saturday night out 
you’re probably not going to want to 
move from your bed, let alone out an-
ywhere come Sunday. One advantage 
of a hangover is that it certainly makes 
for a cheap day. Text your friends from 
your bed and invite them round for an 

old fashioned night-in, complete with 
movies, board games and a raid of the 
fridge. If you’re feeling up to it you 
could even make cakes. A cake mix 
would only set you back a couple of 
pounds and is easy-peasy to make, or 
so they say.

So there you go, it’s possible to have 
a fun weekend on a budget. Perhaps 
you couldn’t stick to such tight price 
restrictions every weekend but it’s per-
fect for that gloomy pre-pay-day week 
we all dread. Another option would be 

to find yourself a rich partner.

Features

Victoria McEwan like what you see and want to write 
for features? Get in touch with our 
team at features@brignewspaper.
com

Also  visit our website at  www.
brignewspaper.com and follow 
Hannah Wong’s series of articles 
on her fictional character and going 
through university life. 

Write for 
features

In every edition of Brig we will pro-
vide a website which you can access 
via any android phone. Simply scan 
the barcode and it will take you di-
rectly to the website.
Happy scanning!

Website of the month

How to look after those pennies
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T
he University of Stirling 
has continued its impres-
sive start to the 11/12 foot-
ball season as they begun 

their defence of the Alex Jack Cup 
with a seven goal destruction of East 
of Scotland rivals Ormiston. Stirling 
led from the start in a match which 
included a Chris Geddes double and 
Danny Denholm hat-trick, but Head 
Coach Stevie Burchill insists that 
league campaigns are still at the top 
of their list despite the search for cup 
glory.

Burchill commented, “The league 
is always the most important thing. 
The East of Scotland premier divi-
sion, along with the BUCS premier 
league, those are the two biggest 
competitions, so those are the two 
priorities for us. The games have 
been coming thick and fast, but [the 
BUCS] has always been at the back 
of our minds.”

 After slipping up in their first 
competitive match away to Gretna, 
it looked as though it may be a tough 
start to the season for Stirling. How-
ever, the students have recovered 
mightily since then, hitting back with 
seven wins on the trot which saw 
them bash in twenty-nine goals to 
qualify for the league cup quarter-fi-
nals as well as taking six points from 
their opening two East of Scotland 
league encounters. 

The Stirling side gained promotion 
to the BUCS premier league last year 
and are awaiting their opening tie 
away to Birmingham University on 
October 19. However, the University 
First XI have a flurry of matches 
before this, and are already well into 
the season, with the defence of the 
Alex Jack Cup starting last week.

 Following the template left by last 
year’s eight goal victory in the Alex 
Jack Cup final, the University side 
re-entered the competition with 
an emphatic 7-0 victory. The men 
in green began at pace, and within 
seven minutes were awarded a pen-
alty as Chris Geddes was cut down 
on the edge of the box. The new 
signing stepped up to convert the 
penalty himself, sending the keeper 
the wrong way to convert his second 
spot kick in as many games. 

Stirling controlled the game after 
that, and it wasn’t long until their 
goal tally was doubled. A superb 

passing move, which would’ve 
earned Pep Guardiola’s applause, 
ended when a free-kick was awarded 
35 yards from goal. Forward-turned-
winger, Emmot Parr-Gallagher, 
whipped in a low dipping cross from 
the set piece and Channel Island 
Alderney international Jason Atkins 
connected, smashing the ball into 
the back of the net. 

The next chance fell to Stirling’s 
Danny Denholm when ex-Doncaster 
man Stephen Hoyle released him 
down the left, but the winger fizzed 
his shot narrowly wide. There were 
no mistakes next time this pair com-
bined however, as a flowing move 
culminated in Hoyle playing a ball 
that cut through Ormiston’s defence 
and left Denholm free to slot the ball 
under the goalkeeper and see the 
half-time score read Stirling three, 
Ormiston nil.

The University First XI continued 
to press after the break and it was 
only a matter of time before they 
added a fourth. This breakthrough 
came after 61 minutes, when Chris 
Geddes beat the offside trap to earn 
himself a one-on-one situation. 

After quickly composing himself, 
the striker took the chance early, 
thumping the ball into the top left 
corner from the edge of the area in 
what would be the pick of Stirling’s 
seven goal gallery and the attacker’s 
second of the game.

Following a reshuffling of the team 
with several players coming off the 
bench, Stirling showed the strength 
of their squad as they continued to 
push forward. Kieran McCaffrey 
made his first contribution with an 
in-swinging corner which floated 
into the middle of the Ormiston 
area. Danny Denholm was waiting 
unmarked to guide the ball past op-
position keeper James McQueen and 
see his side go five goals to the good.

Substitute Craig Mason then 
declared his presence with a long 
wallop that battered off the left post. 
Mason’s effort fell kindly for the 
home side, dropping at the centre 
of the six yard box and leaving Mc-
Queen stranded as Parr-Gallagher 

tapped in to take the Stirling goal 
count to six. 

The grand finale to Stirling’s bliss-
fully ruthless performance came 
in the 85th minute, when previous 
goal scorer Parr-Gallagher broke 
away and sent Danny Denholm 
goal-bound. Denholm burned past 
a defender to reach the ball before 
talking a glance up and stroking a 
shot into the back of the net to claim 
his hat-trick and seventh goal of the 
season. 

Burchill talked to Brig Sport after 
the game, noting, “We passed it 
about well, moved the ball pretty 
quickly, and I think they just strug-
gled to cope with that really. I think 
our movement was good at times 

and obviously we took our chances. 
It was good getting the early penalty 
because I think they were just trying 
to get bodies behind the ball and 
make it difficult but once you get a 
couple of early goals it makes it a bit 
easier.

“I think we scored a lot of goals in 
this cup [last year]. In the final we 
scored eight, so our forward play was 
really good and if we can continue 
that this year then we might have a 
chance of retaining it.”

The University’s next match is 
at home to Lothian Thistle on the 
Gannochy Sports pitch. The Image 
Printers E.o.S Qualifying Cup Sec-
ond Round tie kicks off at 2:30pm 
on September 17.

Chris Geddes celebrating with team mates     Picture: Rajmund Bakyoni

Sport
             Sports editor: Scott Lorimer, 
            Graeme Young & Stuart Kenny
 Email:sports@brignewspaper.com
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A welcome 
from the 

Sports Union 
President

Stirling hit seven as cup defence begins

W
ith University of Stir-
ling boasting Scotland’s 
most successful colle-
giate American Foot-

ball team, it is little surprise that the 
team’s Head Coach Rob Orr is confi-
dent ahead of the upcoming season. 

Despite last year’s disappointment 
at missing out on the Division Cham-
pionship, the Clansmen are able to 
take heart from a final day victory over 
eventual conference champions Glas-
gow Tigers. In light of this success, 
Coach Orr firmly believes that his side 
are the most talented he has man-
aged in his four years in charge, and 
is optimistic for the season ahead. The 
Head Coach commented, ‘That game 
has really given the younger players 
on the team the confidence and be-
lief and shown that on our day we can 
beat anyone. This year we are looking 
for recruits who can not only make 
the team, but make the team better. 
No experience is necessary though, 
so if anyone is interested in trying our 
sport for the first time, all they need to 
do is contact me.’

The victory in the final game against 
the Scottish Champions appears to be 
a starting point from which the Clans-
men are looking to build from as they 

head into the new season. The return-
ing senior class is providing the squad 
with some much sought after experi-
ence; however, Stirling remains one of 
the smallest teams in the big-hitting 
sports’ Scottish Division. 

Defensive back Duncan Adams, who 
is heading into his third season as a 
Clansmen believes what the team lack 
in size they make up in spirit. He said: 
“We may be one of the most accom-
plished teams in the league, but we’re 
also one of the smallest. We have to 
make up for that lack of size by being 
the fittest and best drilled.”  Success 
in American Football is not decided 
solely upon the size of its players and, 
as a result, the seniors are focused on 
improving their abilities to overcome 
their opposition.

In order to achieve these goals the 
team has vowed that in addition to 
their two weekly training and film ses-
sions, they will spend more time in 
the gym together as a team. Further-
more, the Clansmen are looking to 
add to their squad for the forthcom-
ing season with a heavy recruitment 
campaign.

The Clansmen will be holding open 
trials to join the team from Friday 
16 September and begin their sea-
son at home on 13 November against 
league-rivals, the University of Napier 
Knights.

“We scored a lot of 
goals in this cup last 

year and if we can con-
tinue that this year then 
we might have a chance 

of retaining it”
- Stevie Burchill

Clansmen confident of new season success

M
y name is Christopher 
Purdie and I am the 
Sports Union President 
for the 2011-2012 aca-

demic year. The Sports Union is ex-
tremely fortunate to be based at the 
heart of Scottish Sport. The Sports 
Union works closely with one of the 
UK’s best sporting institutions and 
this allows us to offer some of the fin-
est and widest range of Sports facili-
ties of any university in the UK.  

This year, the Sports Union has some 
fantastic nights and events planned.  
On freshers’ week we have the tradi-
tional ‘Sports Union Bazaar’ which 
is on Wednesday 14 September. The 
Sports Union Bazaar is a great way 
to find out information about our 43 
sports clubs and how to get involved. 

On the 26 September we have ‘Give 
it a Go Week’. This is an opportunity 
to try new sports before joining the 
clubs - so get along and try a number 
of sports which range from American 
Football to Ultimate Frisbee to Snow-
boarding. 

One of our other main aims is to try 
and get as many students as possible 
involved in the Sports Union. We re-
ally want to try and appeal to students 
who might not normally get involved 
in a Sports Club and show to them that 
there is plenty to offer in a recreation-
al capacity. During the mid-semester 
break, the Sports Union has its very 
own Coaching week. This event is run 
in partnership with the Sports Devel-
opment services. We have coaching 
opportunities for all Sports Union 
members with courses such as foot-
ball, rugby, gym instructor and life 
guarding. More sports are still to be 
confirmed - keep up to date with the 
Sports Union Facebook page- www.fa-
cebook.com/stirlingsportsunion. 

We are also going to be running a 
‘freshers’ challenge’ which will allow 
students to get involved in various 
sporting activities without the added 
pressure of taking part in competitive 
competion. 

This  year,  to celebrate the London 
2012 Olympic Games, the Sports Un-
ion will be hosting its own version of 
the 2012 games - this will include a 
number of  sports as well as a few nov-
elty activities with prizes to be won. 
For the first time, Stirling is hoping 
to compete in a Varsity Cup. This will 
see Stirling compete directly with an-
other university over a series of differ-
ent sports within the month of April. 
Preparation is already underway for 
this year’s Sports Union ball as well as 
the world famous Final Fling, so watch 
out for updates over the year!

My door is always open so please 
feel free to pop in at any time with 
your questions and queries. Finally, I 
would like to take this opportunity to 
say welcome to the University and that 
I hope you have an enjoyable time and 
make it the best years of your life. 

Yours in Sport, 
Christopher Purdie

Craig Dennett

Stuart Kenny
Sports Editor

Coach Orr confident about 2011/12                    Picture:Rajmund Bakyoni

Christopher Purdie
                    Picture:Rajmund Bakyoni
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Macaulay provides silver lining at Summer Universiade

Macaulay shows off his silver medal at the World University University Games    Picture: David Chrisitie 

Stuart Kenny & 
Graeme Young
Sports Editors

“I would like to be 
involved with the Scot-
tish Uni’s team as well, 

by doing all that I would 
really make the most of 

university football”
- Kyle Macaulay

S
tudents may be bracing them-
selves for yet another year of 
hard work, but for the Univer-
sity of Stirling triathlon schol-

ars, the season is nearing an end. 

It has been an eventful summer for 
many of Stirling’s triathletes. In June, 
new triathlon recruit, Marc Austin and 
Cameron Milne, sister of current tria-
thlon scholar Natalie Milne, were cho-
sen to be part of the three man junior 
team to represent Great Britain in the 
ETU European Championships. The 
trio made up two thirds of the all Scot-
tish team, a notably special achieve-

ment considering they are the first 
Scots to be picked for the tournament 
since 2008. 
The championships took place in the 
exotic Pontevedra, in Northern Spain, 
and the race saw both athletes com-
pete individually in the sprint distance 
race. The sprint distance consisted of a 
750m river swim; followed by a 20km 
cycle and a 5km run to finish it off. 

Stuart Kenny
Sports Editor

An impressive cycling time of just 
over half an hour saw Milne take a 
commendable 32nd place on the lea-
derboard, while Scotstoun’s Austin 
impressed even further, completing 
the race in one hour and six minutes 
to secure 13th position. Marc’s time 
was less than a minute away from the 
eventual winner.
The two students combined forces 
for their final race, with the duo mak-
ing up half of the British team for the 
Mixed Junior Relay event. The race 
called for each athlete in a four person 
team to complete a 200m swim, 8km 
bike ride and 2km run before setting 
their team mates off on their leg. The 
Scots were on form for this race, and 
thanks to quick laps from their female 
colleagues, the Great Britain side were 
able to claim gold. Cameron Milne 
completed the second stage of the re-
lay, running in an impressive time of 
24:09, but it was left to Austin to cross 
the finishing line and claim the prize 
with the athlete completing his stage 
in 24:21 minutes.
After rising up for his first season in 
the Junior category, seventeen-year-
old Milne admits that his call up to 
the British team came as a surprise. 
The sportsman said, “I really didn’t 
expect to be selected, but it’s an hon-
our. It’s a great experience to be part 
of the GB team and train with some of 
the world’s best. Winning the relay is 
a great way to finish off the weekend 
and to have two Scots in the winning 
team is even better. It has been a bril-
liant experience and I was pleased 
with my performance on Friday too, 

given that I’ve never raced at this level 
before.
“I didn’t have the best starting posi-
tion in the swim, but I managed to 
go round the outside and came out of 
the water in the chasing group. I had 
to avoid a few crashes on the bike leg 
then I just went for it on the run. It 
was hard, but the crowd spurred me 
on and it was really good experience 
for my first ever event with Great Brit-
ain.”
Austin was in winning form again in 
late August, as part of the men’s Great 
Britain team at the 2011 ETU Youth 
Triathlon European Championships 
for 15-17 year olds. The new scholar 
fought for a lead for his side in his 
opening leg of the race and his team-
mates held this lead throughout to 
claim the gold medal. 
Blair Cartmell, Performance Devel-
opment Coach for Triathlon Scotland 
and University of Stirling, also spoke 
to Brig Sport.
Cartmell said, “We have worked hard 
at our recruitment this year and have 
brought in several talented athletes in-
cluding the likes of Marc.  We have a 
bigger squad this year and with a full 
winter of training two or three times a 
day, six days a week, we will be raring 
to go when it comes to the new season 
in May. It’s hard work for the scholars 
but they know it is worth it.
“The University club is also looking 
for new members, so if anyone wants 
to try something different then they 
should come down and give it a shot 
by all means. There is more to the 
sport than just the competitive side.”

Stirling triathletes pick up gold medals at the ETU European Championships

Cameron Milne (left) and Marc Austin pictured with relay team mates                             Picture: David Christie

A 
Stirling University student 
has returned from China 
on cloud nine after secur-
ing a silver medal at the 

World University Games in Shenzen, 
China. Kyle Macaulay, who also plays 
for the University football team, 
secured the medal for Great Britain 
after losing 2-0 to a highly touted 
Japan team in the final. It was the 
GB’s first football medal at the event 
in over 20 years. It tops off a fantastic 
few months for the former Aberdeen 
player as he was the man who secured 
Stirling their first ever BUCS Premier 
League North title. Kyle, who studies 
Film Media and Journalism at the 
University was surprised at the op-
portunity but was grateful when his 
chance came. He said: “The Football 
coaching staff at the University put 
my name forward to attend a trial 
weekend at Warwick University in 
May and from that pool of 40 players 
the majority of the squad was picked. 
Previously, the manager hadn’t at-
tempted to get players from the whole 
of the UK and Scottish-based players 
had been ignored a bit so I’m definite-
ly thankful that it was different this 
time and I would like to think that the 
manager was rewarded for casting his 
net wider this time round.”

Even though he secured a medal, 
Macaulay believes the event as a 
whole will live with him for a long 

time. He added: “I think being part of 
such a major event generally will be 
what I remember most. The organis-
ers pulled out all the stops to make 
it special for the athletes, be that the 
standard of the brand new purpose 
built village, the training and playing 
facilities for all the sports, particu-
larly the football stadiums that we 
played in which were awesome and 
the opening ceremony which was like 
an Olympic games. I think the world 
University Games anywhere would be 
special but from speaking to others 
who had been before, Shenzhen made 
it extra special.”

It would be easy for Kyle to rest on 
his laurels but he still has many goals 
for the upcoming season. He said: 
“Last season ended really well, play-
ing in the games that eventually won 
us the title was great and then getting 
picked for China and obviously I hope 
to retain that title and get further in 
the BUCS cup, which is a competition 
that I haven’t played in before, and 
given the standard here at Stirling, we 
should do really well in. Along with 
my targets for my club side I would 
like to be involved with the Scottish 
Uni’s team as well, by doing all that. 
I would really make the most of Uni-
versity football which, as I’m in my 
final year I want to do well and obvi-
ously my aim is to keep the successes 
of the last few months going.”

Elsewhere in Shenzen, the Women’s 
football side were unable to qualify 
for the knock-out stages of their 
competition; however, the team did 
manage to claim top place in the 9th 
– 12th play-off league, claiming seven 
points out of a possible nine from 
their three final games. 

Golf scholar Kelsey MacDonald 
finished in T30th position at Mission 
Hill Golf Club in China. The Sports 
Studies student shot two under for 
her first round to sit third on the 
leaderboard, but after two four over 
rounds she slipped back to 14th place. 
The course then got the better of Kel-

sey on the final day and she finished 
with a score of +17 to tie for 30th at 
the tournament’s end.

Meanwhile, swimmer Lewis Smith 
battled to a fifth place finish in the 
final of the Men’s 400m Individual 
Medley. The best result of the four 

events he competed in at the Summer 
Games, Smith qualified as second 
fastest from the heats and posted an 
impressive time of 4:18.84 minutes in 
the final to earn him fifth place. The 
gold medal went to Hungarian Laszlo 
Cseh, a previous winner of three 

silver medals at the Beijing Olym-
pics, who clocked a stunning time of 
4:12.28 minutes to take the win. 

For more sporting coverage visit:
www.brignewspaper.com


