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Uni ready for the big Re-Union

Students in Studio enjoying the taste of re-freshers                                               Picture: Rajmund Bakonyi

Graham Swann
News Editor

Former Stirling lecturer triumphs against all odds in visa battle

Rediscover, revitalise and re-
engage. This is the message 
being sent out by the Students’ 
Union as the new semester 

begins. Whether you love comedy, love 
a freebie, enjoy rocking the night away 
pirate-style, or just fancy joining a new 
club, Stirling University’s Refreshers’ 
week really does have something for 
everyone.

Beginning Wednesday 15 February 
students will be able to take advantage 
of the various events across the week 
and be kept entertained as the new se-
mester kicks off. 

The week commences with informa-
tion concerning the student elections.  
The Atrium is the place to be to find out 
about the various positions available 
and how to run for a position. As well as 
this, Wednesday will also be the time for 
international and postgraduate students 
to be officially welcomed by the Union 
and the University as the semester be-
gins. 

The ever-popular Freebie Fayre takes 
centre stage in the Atrium the follow-
ing day, allowing students to grab some 

freebies and to take advantage of lots 
of offers. Students will also be able to 
browse the poster sale in order to pur-
chase several to help brighten up their 
bedroom walls. Studio will play host to 
the evening’s Open Mic Night, whilst 
Envy will be hosting, with £1 entry, Pi-
rate Rock Night.

On Friday 17, Volunteering Day will 
take centre stage in the Atrium giving 
students the ideal opportunity to dis-
cover the wide range of volunteering op-
portunities on offer. 

Looking for housing is an exciting yet 
sometimes daunting task for students. 
Monday 20 is, therefore, the ideal time 
for students to get all the information 
they need as the Union presents its 
housing campaign for 2012. Officers will 
be on hand to give advice to students 
when looking for housing and a Hous-
ing Guide is available to pick up, packed 
with important information. Providing 
the laughs in the evening will be Comedy 
Central Live Presents, located in Envy. 
The line-up includes Des Bishop, Ian 
Smith, Jon Greenaway and the SUDS 
Improveteers, and entry will cost £5 for 
four hours of laughs.   

For those interested in joining one or 
several of the many sports clubs that the 
University has to offer, the Sports Union

Aya Kawanishi
News Editor

A former Stirling lecturer pre-
vailed in his appeal after the 
UK border agency rejected his 
visa application and issued a 

deportation order.
Dr Muhammad Idrees Ahmad, 34, 

was finally granted a Post-Study Work 
visa when a tribunal in Glasgow found 
against the UK Border Agency’s initial 
response. 

The 34-year-old said that he was “re-
lieved and vindicated” when he heard 
the result. “The nearly two-month 
nightmare full of stress and uncertainty 
were finally over.” 

Dr Ahmad, who is originally from 
Pakistan, taught courses at the Depart-
ment of Film, Media and Journalism, 
and the School of Languages, Cultures 
and Religion at the University of Stirling 
between 2008 and 2011. He was offered 
a job as a senior lecturer at a university 
just days before he was informed of de-
portation.

Post-Study Work visa, also known as 

Tier 1, for which Dr Ahmad applied is 
the major route that non-EU students 
can take after they are qualified with a 
degree or higher level of education in 
the UK, as it gives them two years to 
look for a job. The scholar gained his 
PhD at Strathclyde University and was 
therefore eligible for application. 

However, a problem arose as Dr Ah-
mad failed to meet one of the require-
ments.

According to the Tier 1 policy, an ap-
plicant must have at least £800 in their 
bank account in the past 90 days in or-
der to prove that they are capable of fi-

nancially sustaining themselves without 
the need of public funds. He only had 
that amount of money for about 42 days, 
although by the date of his application, 
his bank balance was around £1,500. 
This was due to delayed income from 
organisations, including Al Jazeera, for 
which he worked for months earlier as 
the court heard. 

Although his bank statement did not 
reflect the figures he actually owned, 
immigration lawyers told him that his 
chances of winning an appeal were al-
most zero. 

When asked what made him decide to 

challenge the Border Agency’s decision 
with a bleak prospect of victory, he said 
that he was able to show his contribu-
tions as a taxpayer and educator since 
he came to Scotland in 2004 and also 
there was a “question of principle”.

“I rejected the premise on which 
my visa [application] was refused. It 
seemed to imply that the only measure 
of an individual’s worth is in their bank 
statement.

“I, unlike many others who find them-
selves in this position, am privileged in 
many ways. I have credentials, I had 

continued on page 2
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friends, and I had a job offer. So if I 
hadn’t challenged this decision, then 
things would have become even harder 
for others who have none of these.”

In support of his case, nearly 60 col-
leagues and friends signed a petition 
and sent it to decision-makers including 
Home Secretary Theresa May and Scot-
land’s First Minister Alex Salmond.

His victory came out to be a rare case 
in current circumstances where the 
coalition government is restricting im-
migration rules in a bid to reduce the 
number of non-EU workers in the UK.

Having been allowed to stay in the UK, 
Dr Ahmad acknowledged his friends for 
leading the appeal to the positive out-
come.

“I credit mainly the campaign started 
on my behalf by my friends Giovanna, 
Teresa, Rani and Marisa.  They wrote a 
letter explaining my situation […]. This 
generated the media attention and po-
litical pressure which encouraged the 
UKBA to recognise the absurdity of the 
situation and do the right thing.” 

Stirling University is currently 
in an ongoing competition with 
universities from all across the 
UK as part of a Facebook cam-

paign to see which is the most support-
ed university in Britain.

University Face Off, launched in 2010, 
is giving Facebook users the chance to 
make their institution the most sup-
ported in the country by following a few 
simple steps. 

By “liking” the University Face Off 
page, students can find their university 
and can gain points to help it rise to the 
top of the leader board. A university 
will gain one point by students ‘liking’ 
its logo, two points for leaving a com-
ment and, by tagging yourself, your 
university will gain three points. A fur-
ther option can be found on the page to 
get ‘bonus points’ for your university. 

The competition ends on 31 March 
2012, and students are also in with a 
chance of winning various prizes. When 
the competition ends, a randomly se-
lected student in each of the top three 
universities on the leader board will 
win prizes. 

At the time of going to print, Stirling 
finds itself in fourth place out of 145 on 
the leader board with 1387 points and 

is currently the top ranked university in 
Scotland. It still has a long way to go to 
overtake the current leaders The Open 
University and last year’s winners Ab-
erystwyth University who sit in second 
place. 

Students, as well as family and 
friends are being asked to support Stir-
ling in a bid to help it become number 
one. Union President Luke Fenton has 
encouraged students to vote for Stir-
ling and said, “You need to support 
your University in the University Face 
Off Competition because you know 

Face Off on Facebook to make Uni no.1
Fayre on Tuesday 21 will showcase every 
sports club that there is to offer, so that 
students can sign up. 

Students looking for something less 
sport-related can conclude Refreshers 
by heading along to the Clubs and Socs 
Fayre. There are over 30 clubs to choose 
from, so this provides a great opportu-
nity for students to sign up. 

One of the changes taking place for the 
beginning of Spring semester relates to 
Underground. Due to demand, one of 
the campus’s most popular cafes is ex-
tending its opening hours. It will now 
be open from 12noon to 5pm on both 
Saturdays and Sundays, as well as 9pm 
Monday to Friday. 

Studio is also offering numerous pro-
motions for the start of the new semes-
ter and is the place to be to catch all the 
big sporting events live. It will be show-
ing all of the Six Nations Rugby matches 
live in HD.

Luke Fenton, President of the Stu-
dent’s Union, said, “All of us are ready 
for Refreshers, which we are now call-
ing ReUnion. It’s a time to Rediscover, 
Revitalise, and Re-engage with your 
Students’ Union. We have so much stuff 
to pack into such a short period of time, 
and all of it has required planning. We 
have lots of great events planned, and 
lots of things to offer. We’ve been re-
ally busy preparing a great week for all 
those returning students and also those 
new students that will be joining us in 
February.”

Graham Swann
News Editor

One of his colleagues, Marisa de An-
drade, a doctoral researcher at the In-
stitute for Social Marketing, University 
of Stirling, warned for those in a similar 
scenario saying that “common sense can 
prevail” but awaiting on the way to the 
victory may be “stressful and humiliat-
ing experiences” as it was for Dr Ahmad.

“The case has set a precedent for oth-
ers, who may find themselves in similar 
positions. Circumspection and common 
sense can prevail, but other non-EU 
academics need to be determined and 
prepared to work through what may be 
stressful and humiliating experiences.

“I have no doubt that Idrees will be 
an asset to any institution he works for 
and continue to inspire students and 
academics alike. The UK is lucky to have 
him”, she added.

The PSW is currently open for over-
seas graduates but will be closing at the 
end of April. Stirling University Interna-
tional Student Advisor, Ian MacLellan, 
urged those who intend to apply under 
this category to apply plenty of time 
ahead and seek advice if they are unsure 
of how to proceed. 

Stirling students can seek advice from 
room C3 in the Pathfoot Building. 

Dr Ahmad, who was set to be deported, overturned his case in Glasgow
Picture: Aya Kawanishi

Social workers feel powerless in child neglect, study reveals

Over half of social workers and 
a third of police officers have 
reported that they feel power-
less to help children who they 

believe are being neglected, a recent 
study organised by the University of 
Stirling for the charity, Action for Chil-
dren, found.

The report is the first part of a com-
prehensive review which is hoped to be 
organised annually by the University of 
Stirling to help the local charity find out 
what needs to be done to make children 
in the local area safer.  

The questions were put to over 4,000 
people who varied from members of the 
general public to a range of profession-
als with 47 members of the local author-
ity taking part.  

The issue of feeling powerless came 
into light as social workers, police offic-

ers, health care staff and primary school 
teachers all raised the same concern 
with Action for Children.  

They believe that the main issue with 
the current system is that the threshold 
at which they feel they are able to inter-
vene is too high, with over 40% of social 
workers stating this to be the case.  This 
is an increase from 2009, when a third 
of social workers felt powerless to inter-
vene.

Professor Corinne May-Chahal, co-
Chair of The College of Social Work and 

David Pellow

Re-union takes off
continued from page 1

Professor of Applied Science, Lancaster 
University, also agreed.

 “Unlike physical and sexual abuse, 
where the signs can often be very obvi-
ous, identifying neglect is more complex 
creating a barrier between getting the 
child and family the help they desper-
ately need.”

She went on, “The point at which so-
cial workers can intervene in cases of 
neglect is too high. This high threshold 
allows the challenges families face to 
deteriorate to the point where they need 
urgent help.”

Another fear is that cuts to the money 
being received will only increase the dif-
ficulties they face. 

80% of those asked stated that these 
cuts will only make it harder for those in 
a position to do something to intervene.  
This is particularly worrying as the sta-
tistics show that currently it is suspected 
that 10% of children in the UK suffer 
from neglect, a figure which is sure to 
rise if something is not done.  Action for 

Children already fears that this statistic 
does not tell the whole story.

Dame Clare Tickell, Chief Executive 
of Action for Children, said “When it 
comes to child neglect the reality is we 
are only tackling the tip of the iceberg 
and there are many thousands out there 
in desperate need. We are currently 
missing critical opportunities to help 
and putting valued professionals in an 
impossible position.”

Action for Children hopes that this re-
search will help the government when 
making decisions on what is best for 
the children of the UK and what will aid 
those who are there to help them.

40%
of social workers feel that 

the point at which they feel 
they are able to intervene 

is too high

“When it comes to child 
neglect the reality is we are 
only tackling the tip of the 

iceberg”

that Stirling University is the best. We 
have the best atmosphere, best sports 
teams, the best campus and we have 
the best Union. Let’s come together as 
a University and win something that 
will put our University on the map! 
I’ve already pledged my allegiance to 
Stirling University, why haven’t you!”

For more information visit the Uni-
versity Face Off Facebook page: 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.
php?fbid=296487847070621&set =a.
295346917184714.93370.1394030294
45771#!/universityfaceoff

Like, comment, and tag on Facebook to earn points for Stirling
Picture: Facebook

Lecturer wins in visa row
continued from page 1
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News

In Brief

Students today are more career-
driven than ever and take a far 

more measured approach to universi-
ty choice than their predecessors, ac-
cording to a survey by Cardiff Univer-
sity. The survey, based on responses 
from graduates, current students or 
those planning to attend university, 
found that 59% of them rank employa-
bility prospects as an important factor 
when choosing where to apply, com-
pared to 29% of those who attended 
university in the past.

JD Wetherspoon’s bid to open a 
new pub in the former tax office in 

Stirling city centre has been rejected 
by the licensing board amid pressure 
from campaigners fighting against the 
initiation. It is understood that the 
chain’s intention is to create a food-led 
pub where “you could go and have a 
conversation with the person you were 
with, without having to shout above 
loud music.” JD Wetherspoon is plan-
ning to re-apply with a new proposal 
in the future.

The University of Stirling student-
produced A Bunch of Gentleman, 

an emotive documentary about blind 
and visually impaired golfers, has won 
a Royal Television Society Student 
Award. Louise Begbie, Milla Harju, 
Fatima Helou, Claudia Lorenz, Nadin 
Mai and Amanda Jayne Naughton 
received the award for Best Factual 
Programme during a ceremony held 
at BBC Scotland’s headquarters at Pa-
cific Quay in Glasgow.

In the race for students, the Univer-
sity of Stirling is doing reasonably 
well compared to other UK institu-
tions, show application figures for 

2012 entry published by the Universi-
ties and Colleges Admissions Service 
(UCAS).

According to UCAS applicant data re-
leased, Stirling received 14,508 applica-
tions by the 15 January deadline, 300 
less than at the same time in 2011.

This 2% fall is slightly bigger than the 
1.5% Scottish average drop. However, 
according to the University, “this can be 
attributed to a number of now discontin-
ued courses which were included in the 
2011 UCAS figures.” It concludes that “if 
we deduct the number of applications 
on discontinued courses received last 
year, we show a slight increase of 1.2% 
in applications this year.”

These figures have to be set against 
UK institutions as a whole, which re-
ceived 8.7% less applications than last 
year, including the 9.9% drop to English 
universities with increased fees of up to 
£9000 per annum. Scottish applications 
to study in England dropped by 16.4%.

The phenomenon that 5.6% less Eng-
lish, 15.1% less Northern Irish and 1.6% 
more Welsh applications were received 
by Scottish institutions is seen to be the 
consequence of fee increases for rest 
of the UK (RUK) students in Scotland. 
They can now pay as much as £9,000 
for a year, making some of the Scottish 
institutions the most expensive in the 
whole UK.

 The University of Stirling set out a 
£27,000 cost to a four-year degree for 
RUK students making it as expensive as 
English universities charging the maxi-
mum of £9000 per annum throughout 
their three-year degree courses. Despite 
this, Welsh applications to Scotland 
showed an increase as the Welsh As-
sembly subsidises fees for its students 
wherever they study in the UK.

Robin Parker, NUS Scotland Presi-
dent, said, “It’s a different story [from 
the near steady application numbers 
from Scottish people to Scotland] for 
students from England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland applying to come to 
Scotland to study. Applications are sig-
nificantly down and it seems clear that 
some universities in Scotland have made 
a huge mistake in overpricing them-
selves, missing out on the opportunity 
to attract talented students to Scotland.”

Concerns have been already aired at 
the beginning of the application cycle 
in mid- September 2011. The landslide 
higher education reform south of the 
border and tuition fee rises for RUK stu-
dents north of the border were feared 
to put off a high number of prospective 
students from applying.

Scottish officials hoped, however, that 
even if there would be a drop in applica-
tions from RUK student due to the fee 
rises, the insistence on free education 
for Scottish and EU nationals would 
pay off and application numbers of that 
kind would stay steady in Scotland. Both 

fears and hopes seem to be justified in 
light of the data released.

Michael Russell, Scottish Cabinet Sec-
retary for Eduation, told Brig, “The 
past 18 months have arguably been the 
most important in the history of higher 
education in Scotland. Student fees have 
been a matter for discussion across the 
UK and while we are committed to edu-
cation in Scotland being free for Scottish 
students, we must ensure that Scotland 
remains the right place to study, and not 
just the cheap place.

“That’s why we have allowed univer-
sities to charge fees to students domi-
ciled elsewhere in the UK. This move 
prompted unhelpful speculation about 
how Scottish universities would suffer 
as a result.

“However, the most recent UCAS ap-
plication figures will have been a wel-
comed reading for Scotland’s education 
sector and the resilience shown by ap-
plications to Scotland compared to the 
rest of the UK are a vindication of the 
approach the Scottish Government has 
taken on student fees and funding the 
sector.”

He added that research showed that 
up to 2051, should Scotland maintain 
the same output of graduates, it would 
account for a 4.6 per cent increase in 
Scottish GDP over that period.

Parker said, “Overall, applications to 
study in Scotland are close to steady. At 
a time of high youth unemployment, we  
now need to build further on this year’s 
increase in places. We’ll be working with 
the government to try to find a way to 
increase numbers, and ensure a place at 
university for all who are able.

“Crucially, in the meantime, institu-
tions can, and must, do their bit by re-
cruiting beyond their targets for student 
numbers where they can.”

In Scotland 6% more applications 
were received from Europe. In this cat-
egory Stirling has seen a landslide in-
crease of 33.6%. 

Luke Fenton, President of the Stirling 
University Students’ Union, said, “It is 
because of the diversity of students at 
Stirling, we create a more robust and 
different learning experience to those 
students from other countries as well as 
Scotland.

“Stirling has always been welcom-
ing to international and European stu-
dents, and we have put lots of time and 
resources into creating support mecha-
nisms and networks that offer help 
and advice in their time here at Stirling 
University, not to mention that we have 
one of the most beautiful campuses in 
Europe that definitely shows off the es-
sence of Scotland.”

International undergraduate applica-
tions to Scotland are up by a quarter, 
while Stirling received 19.4 % more in-
ternational requests. It is important to 
highlight, however, that the number of 
applications do not equal to the number 
of students who wish to move to Scot-
land to get a degree, as one person can 
and usually do apply to more courses 
within and between universities.

According to Fenton, the almost 20% 
increase can be attributed to the inter-
national reputation of Stirling Univer-
sity. He said, “Stirling is already a hub of 

Less people in the UK choose to go to uni 
due to recent higher education reform
Zsuzsanna Matyak
News Editor

Total applicants to university by declared area of permanent residence 
and country of institution

Picture: UCAS

33.6%
S
T
I
R
L
I
N
G

S
C
O
T
L
A
N
D

6%

European applications

19.4%
S
T
I
R
L
I
N
G

S
C
O
T
L
A
N
D

24.7%Internatio
nal a

pplic
atio

ns

international activity and has an influ-
ence across the world in research fields 
that really matter to local and Scottish 
economies.”

He added, “Still, I know that the Uni-
versity is planning to bolster its Inter-
national recruitment teams and really 
show off what it is we have to offer.”

Russell attributes the international 
student application surge to the “excel-

lent reputation” Scottish universities 
enjoy abroad. He said that the full pic-
ture would be only seen however, when 
acceptance figures would emerge later 
this year. 

He added, “We are also taking action 
to protect places at Scottish institutions 
for Scottish students, which forms part 
of our work on reforming post-16 educa-
tion in this country.”
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What is Women’s Safety consultation about?
Generally it is about trying to identify issues that women feel that 
they are important to their own personal and community safety. It 
had been launched by Yvette Cooper, Labour Shadow Home Secre-
tary and Shadow Minister for Women and Equality, across the UK. 
It is going to take evidence on the impact of government decisions 
on women’s safety.

By what means do you try to contact women?
We try to consult women in whichever way we can locally. There is 
also a website where women can fill out an online form that doesn’t 
take more than five minutes. Alternatively, women can call my of-
fice and I will give them a copy of the questionnaire. We are high-
lighting it in the local media and putting it in local newspapers and 
radio stations. We will have our own list of women that are mem-
bers of my listing panel.

What are the main factors that made it necessary to initi-
ate a conversation?
We feel that issues relating to women’s safety have gone down on 
the political agenda. There are various issues which have been 
highlighted lately. There have been a reduction in police presence 
on the streets, a reduction in the visibility of the police. Also, even 
straightforward things like street lighting can impact on women’s 
safety. The issue concerning DNA databases, whether or not there 
should be a longer time that those DNA results are held on record, 
is an important one. Issues relating to the funding of women’s sup-
port services such as women’s aid are also involved. We would like 
to highlight these factors.

What do you hope to be the consequence of the consulta-
tion?
It will inform our policy-making process. It will hopefully allow 
us to reflect more accurately the needs and aspirations of women 
within our own policy development. But it also allows us to take 
up the challenge on behalf of women both at UK level and in Scot-
land. The survey can share the feedback with my colleagues and 
the Scottish Parliament.

What kind of useful feedback could women at the Univer-
sity of Stirling give through the consultation?
I think there are various factors. Personal safety is obviously one 
of them; and whether or not the university takes the issue seri-
ously. I think the reaction that the university authorities have for 
complaints by women students let that be harassment or the way 
they feel secure in their own environment is another one. That’s 

definitely something I would hope that woman students at the Uni-
versity would reflect to me as the Member of Parliament, because 
they are the experts and what impacts on their life. 

Is there any specific risk to female students in Stirling? 
I don’t think there is something very specific to Stirling University. 
I think many young women go to university for the first time at 
the age of 18 and 19. It might be the first time they are away from 
home and some of the support networks that they take for granted 
when they are at home are no longer there. So young female stu-
dents need to build up another support network involving friends, 
people that they can turn to, people that they recognise if they are 
under particular stress, for example due to harassment. I think this 
is one of the issues that would be reflected amongst the student 
body across the UK.

Female students tend to like hitting the dance floor of 
night clubs in Stirling. What could they do for their own 
and each other’s safety at these night outs?
Never go any areas that you are not familiar with. Always ensure 
that you’ve got company to go home. I don’t necessarily mean that 
you pick up somebody to go home; you’ve got friends to go home 
with. You should give an indication what time you will be back at 
your flat, so that somebody would be alerted if you are not at home 
two hours after you said you would be. It might be a perfectly good 

Safety is a crucial issue in the life of women, 
let them be young or old, brown or blonde, 
short or tall, party queens or fitness freaks. 
Women are now called to share their ex-

periences on factors that impact on their personal 
safety. In the run up to International Women’s Day 
in March, the Women’s Safety consultation are 
hoped to effectively feed back in the policy-making 
process to create an environment for women to live 
a safe life. News editor Zsuzsanna Matyak talked to 
Anne McGuire, Labour MP for Stirling, who is cam-
paigning to involve Stirling women in the conversa-
tion.

Female students should start university experience 
by building up a safety network, urges local politician

reason why you are not there, but it means that there is someone looking 
out for you. Also, there are telephone and messaging services now, so it’s 
quite easy to just take that few seconds to say to your friend that ‘I missed 
my bus but I’ll be at home in an hour’ or’ I’m going into another club, so 
don’t worry’, just to make sure that somebody knows that you are okey. 
And be careful about what you drink to ensure nobody has the opportu-
nity to slip something into your drink what you wouldn’t want to take. I 
would advise the same to my daughter.

Why do you personally feel it is important to back this consul-
tation and put effort in it?
It’s about to inform myself as a politician and inform our policy-makers 
about some of the issues relating to safety that women feel important. It 
ensures that organisations such as local authorities and the government 
know what to do to make sure that your safety is well looked after. Also, 
I think it is good for highlighting to women to look out for their own per-
sonal safety. Sometimes if you go to sit down for a few minutes and fill in 
a questionnaire it gives you a bit of a prompt to think about things that 
you should do to keep yourself safe. 

Group of Stirling University women on their way to Dusk for a night-out
Picture: Rajmund Bakonyi

You can find the online questionnaire at http://fresh-ideas.
org.uk/safetyconsultation which should be returned by 23 
February. An initial report based on the results is expected to 
be ready in time for International Women’s Day on March 8.

A Nigerian student was 
stranded in Scotland when 
her plan to go home for 
winter was disrupted as a 

nationwide strike erupted and swept 
across the country of Nigeria.

Nadia Bello, 23, postgraduate stu-
dent of the University of Stirling, 
originally set her journey home on 11 
January after waiting to be issued a 
new passport over the Christmas and 
New Year.  The 23 year-old was then 
forced to postpone her holidays even 
further as she came to know that Ni-
gerians were taking on streets in cit-
ies for a protest, crippling the entire 
country to function properly.  

“I was angry, sad, and frustrated. 
Imagine if you are on your own in 
Stirling at that time,” the student of 
the International Business and Socio-
Economic Development said. “My 
original plan was to go home for a 
month. Now it is only two weeks. If I 

could have been at home earlier, I would 
have joined the protest.  Ever since my 
flights were cancelled, I did nothing but 
waiting. 

“I kept talking to my mum if things 
were settled. The strike ended on 16 
January but my family was still worried 
because they weren’t sure if it’s safe.”

The movement came as Nigerian 
President Goodluck Jonathan removed 
a fuel subsidy on 1 January, leading oil 

Nigerian protest strands student in Stirling over winter holiday 

Aya Kawanishi
News Editor

prices to soar up from $1.70 per gallon 
to at least $3.50 per gallon. The costs 
of food and transportation also largely 
doubled in a country where most people 
live on less than $2 a day. 

In the face of the national strike which 
saw tens of thousands showing up, at 
least 10 people were killed and 600 were 
injured, according to officials.

Following just over a week of the pro-
test, the president restored the subsidy 
partially to keep oil prices to about $2.75 
a gallon. 

However, a fellow Nigerian student 
pointed out that the removal of the oil 
subsidy was a mere motive for the pro-
test but the aim rooted deeper within 
corrupted Nigerian politics.

Abayomi Ogunleye, fourth-year Soft-
ware Engineering student, said, “The re-
moval of the subsidy didn’t make sense. 
By taking it off, are they going to use the 
money for electricity, health care and 
education? There are loads of questions. 
[The president] wants to take out the 
money from the subsidy but where is the 
money going to? That’s the main thing.”

The Engineering student who stayed 
in Stirling during the holidays said that 

he supported the strike but would not 
have joined it as it was too dangerous.

“I’ve never see Nigerians protest be-
fore. I saw a lot of people are being proud 
of the country. So it was a good thing in 
that way. Not shame of our country but 
open it up. I would have supported but I 
wouldn’t have gone out there to protest. 
It’s risky of lives.”

Daniel Olaoye, 19, fourth-year Eco-
nomics student, who was at home in 
Abuja, the federal capital of Nigeria, 
said that the subsidy removal could have 
benefited the country if it was done stra-
tegically.

 “I didn't participate in the protests. 
To me, it's a good thing that the govern-
ment tries to remove the subsidy, as it 
will create funds for other purposes and 
supply of fuel would increase reducing 
shortages and arbitrage between neigh-
bouring countries. 

“The only problem was that the gov-

ernment removed the subsidy very 
early in the year and almost tripled 
the price of fuel. This could have led to 
inflation and difficult economic situa-
tions for the average person. 

“Though the protest paid off as the 
fuel price was reduced a bit, lives were 
lost for something a simple dialogue 
would have probably resolved”, he 
added. 

A professional from Nigeria who 
was visiting his daughter Ruth Saula, 
fourth- year Accountancy student, was 
also able to comment to Brig.

“The protest involved everybody and 
every kind of profession. It was much 
more than just a protest. It was about 
getting rid of corruption within the sys-
tem,” said David Saula, 57, a chatered 
accountant and a shipping manager at 
Nigerian Agip Oil Company (NAOC). 

“There are too many people in the 
government and many are not even 
working. So it’s a waste of public mon-
ey. Also people who benefited from the 
corruption need to be prosecuted.

“Protests are usually a sign of disap-
proval. People are not happy with the 
way it is”, he said.

Nadia Bello managed to go home 
in mid-January

 “If I could have been at 
home earlier, I would 
have joined the protest”
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Students could decide uni principal’s salary
David Pellow

Professor Gerry McCormac, the University of Stirling Principal
Picture: University of Stirling’s Communications & Media team

A report recently published by 
the Review of Higher Educa-
tion Governance panel states 
that students should be hav-

ing a greater say in the running of their 
universities. This is just one of a number 
of recommendations in the report which 
was started by Michael Russell, the Cab-
inet Secretary of Education.

Alan Simpson, Chair of the Court of 
the University of Stirling, strongly re-
jects some of the points of the review.

The panel put in charge of the report 
presented suggestions to improve the 
democracy and transparency of the 
management and governance of the 
universities and colleges in Scotland. 

The report makes some suggestions 
with some of the most notable being the 
involvement of students and staff in the 
decision making process of choosing the 
salaries of university principals, the de-
crease or possible removal of bonuses 
for senior management and two mem-
bers of the student Union to be elected 
on to the University Court.  

These recommendations are hoped to 
be seen as the start of a dramatic change 
to the current university system with 
the Cabinet Secretary supporting the 
findings and intending to propose them 
to the Government with his full backing.  

The findings were well received by 
both the President of the University and 
Colleges Union, Gordon Watson, and 
the president of the National Union for 
Students, Robin Parker.  

Gordon Watson thought that the re-

port was dealing with their concerns.  
He said, “UCU brought our concerns 
over the escalating number of disputes 
at our universities to the Cabinet  Secre-
tary and we welcome this report which 
will go some way to addressing our con-
cerns about the breakdown of govern-
ance and the lack of accountability in 
decision making.”  

Robin Parker felt that the report was 
a step in the right direction as he said 

“We welcome both reports today, and, 
whilst there are still a number of unre-
solved issues, would urge universities 
and colleges to approach them with an 
open mind.”

Not everyone is happy with the recom-
mendations made with even those in-
volved in the report speaking out about 
their dissatisfaction. Alan Simpson, 
Chair of the Court of the University and 
a key member of the panel, is unhappy 

with the suggestion of elections to de-
cide the chairs of university courts. 

 He said “An election for the chair of 
the governing body as proposed in the 
report is, in my view, flawed. If there 
were to be an election, there would be 
a danger the different candidates would 
prepare manifestos which could pro-
mote divisiveness in the institution and 
a politicisation of the process."

The results of this comprehensive re-

view was welcomed by the President 
of the Student Union at the University 
of Stirling Luke Fenton, who believes 
that if these recommendations are put 
through they will add to the current im-
provements in University governance. 

However, he also believes that com-
pared to some of its competitors the 
University of Stirling is already making 
huge steps into the increased transpar-
ency of the running of the university and 
is possibly already ahead when it comes 
to the level of student involvement as it 
already had some of the recommended 
improvements in place.

In regards to the involvement of stu-
dents and the Student Union in the run-
ning of the University Luke Fenton said 
“All the sabbaticals officers of the Union 
are in some way shape or form involved 
in senior committees within the Univer-
sity. I alone, as President, sit on six com-
mittees and in my short time in office 
I have sat on two interview panels for 
Senior Management positions.”

He even suggested that some of the 
suggestions put forward could have 
been based on the example that the 
University is setting. He added: “There 
is always room for improvement and I 
would do everything I could to see the 
recommendations that would be benefi-
cial to the students.”

Although these recommendations are 
seen as a huge step forward Luke Fen-
ton wanted to remind the students at the 
University of Stirling that when it came 
down to it, he wanted to put forward the 
suggestions they had for the improve-
ment of the University. 

“It’s our institution and it’s up to the 
students to make their voices heard.”
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Same-sex marriage could be legal 
in Scotland as soon as next year, 
according to Tim Hopkins, direc-
tor of the Equality Network.

The group has put forward a pledge 
to the Scottish Parliament, advocating 
a redefinition of “marriage” to allow 
gay couples to wed. Conservative leader 
Ruth Davidson, who is openly gay her-
self, is the latest to do so, joining Labour 
leader Johann Lamont, Willie Rennie of 
the Liberal Democrats, and the Green 
Party’s Patrick Harvie, who is bisexual. 
However, the SNP have so far opted not 
to give their support to the pledge. This 
follows a 14-week public consultation on 
the issue, which ended in December, and 
received upward of 50,000 responses.

The backing given by the party lead-
ers has been met with some contro-
versy, especially Davidson, whose view 
on the subject does not match that of 
many within her party. Chairman of the 
Edinburgh West Conservative Associa-
tion, Stewart Geddes, has declared, “The 
impression seems to be that her view is 
representative of the party as a whole. In 
fact, nothing could be further from the 
truth.”

Furthermore, local Conservative MSP 
Elizabeth Smith told Stirling Univer-
sity’s Student Union President Luke 
Fenton, that she does not support an 
extension of marriage to include same-
sex couples. She said, “It is my opinion, 

while fully recognising that others hold 
different opinions, that the vast major-
ity of children and young people would 
prefer to grow up in a traditional family 
setting.” Smith, who was elected on the 
list for the Mid-Scotland and Fife region, 
added, “I am not personally comfort-
able with changing the legal definition 
of marriage.” In response, Fenton said, 
“In today’s society we should not let the 
state or religion dictate to individuals 
about who they love and cherish and the 
same rights need to be afforded to all. 
There are a list of countries around the 
world that are leaps and bounds ahead 
of Scotland on this matter, let’s not fall 
behind and be left in the dark.”

A rally supporting gay marriage has 
been organised to take place in Edin-
burgh on the 14 February, commencing 
at 2.30 pm in Bristo Square.

Is Scotland ready 
for same-sex
marriage?

Ruth Davidson has caused contro-
versy by publicly backing gay mar-
riage        Picture: ruthdavidson.co.uk

Colm Currie
Politics Editor

Ed Lester, the Chief Executive 
of the Student Loans Com-
pany, has been receiving his 
£182,000 yearly salary free of 

taxes, it emerged last week. 
BBC Newsnight disclosed that Lester 

has been having his £182,000 gross sal-
ary paid directly into his private service 
company account, which has saved him 
at least £40,000 in government taxes 
every year. The HM Revenue and Cus-
toms Office revealed the perfectly legal 
agreement after Exaro News and BBC 
Newsnight requested Lester’s financial 
arrangements under the Freedom of In-
formation Act. 

As a result, the Treasury is facing in-
tense backlash over the revelation that 
its officials have been aware that several 
top civil servants may not be contribut-
ing taxes appropriate to their income 
levels. Lester may have been contribut-
ing as little as a 21% tax on his income, 
perhaps less than half of what he should 
have been paying for his earnings. 

Chief Secretary to the Treasury Danny 
Alexander acted quickly to proclaim that 
the arrangement would be ended im-
mediately, and that in the future Lester 
would be obligated to pay tax and na-
tional insurance on his £182,000 salary 
rather than being able to avoid his taxes 
via a private company. The damage, 
however, has already been done. 

It is alleged that David Willetts, the 
Minister of Higher Education, was well 
aware of Lester’s financial situation, but 
had rationalised its legitimacy due to 
Lester’s business reputation, which the 
Department had hoped may cure the 
widespread inefficiency of the Student 
Loans Company.  Willetts also author-
ised for Lester, who resides in Buck-
inghamshire, to receive a £550 weekly 
travel allowance to cover the costs of 
him getting to the company’s offices in 
Glasgow. 

Business Secretary Vince Cable came 

to the defence of the Student Loans 
Company, asserting that Lester is “an 
exceptionally useful individual who has 
helped to turn round that organisation. 

“The arrangements under which the 
negotiations took place involved sub-
stantial value for money for the taxpay-
er, a tax cut by the individual and we will 
pursue matters of public concern on the 
tax issues,” Cable said. 

The Treasury Department has assured 
the public that a wide scale audit of 
many public service officials will be car-
ried out immediately.

Nash Riggins

Business Secretary Vince Cable spoke up in defence of Lester
Picture: presstv.ir

Student Loans CEO Ed 
Lester paid no tax on 
£182,000 salary
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The National Health Service was 
founded in 1948 with three 
principles at its core: “that it 
meet the needs of everyone, 

that it be free at the point of delivery, 
and that it be based on clinical need, not 
ability to pay.” Over the years it has not 
always been true to the first two of these; 
there have been charges for glasses and 
for prescriptions almost since the NHS 
began. 

In recent years, lengthy waiting times 
have driven many patients with seri-
ous illnesses to seek private healthcare 
instead. Nevertheless, despite its flaws, 
the NHS has always treated patients 
based on the severity of their condition, 
not on their wealth. As it is primarily 
funded by tax, money is simply not a 
factor in most aspects of NHS care. 

Now, however, the Government is 
plotting to destroy this by introducing a 
two-tier system, which would see people 
who are able and willing to pay for treat-
ment jump to the head of the queue.

The proposal in question is the Health 
and Social Care Bill, which was first 
introduced to the House of Commons 
over a year ago, and is currently being 
scrutinised by the House of Lords. Since 
health is a devolved matter, this will not 
affect the NHS in Scotland or Wales, or 
the HSC in Northern Ireland (Health 
and Social Care). 

However, this remains a cause for con-
cern for those outside of England who 
are in favour of free healthcare. One of 
the most fundamental aspects of the 
NHS is that it is national; it is for the 
whole country. Whatever your feelings 
on Scottish nationalism or Scottish in-
dependence may be, the United King-
dom remains a unit, at least for the time 
being. 

Making significant changes to one of 
the country’s most important institu-
tions will threaten its stability in Scot-
land, Wales and Northern Ireland, 
even if it only affects England directly. 
Deputy First Minister Nicola Sturgeon 
has spoken out on this subject, accusing 
the Westminster Government of “taking 
the ‘national’ out of the National Health 
Service.” 

Of course, there are already differenc-
es between the ways the NHS operates 
in the four UK countries, but a change 
this big would effectively end the idea of 
a shared healthcare service.

This is not a matter to be taken lightly; 
not everyone who is proud of the NHS 
is a unionist, or indeed, proud of being 
British. The UK is not the global power 
it once was, and in many ways still pre-
tends to be. Yes, English is the most 
widely spoken language in the world, 
but our influence is far smaller than it 
was even 100 years ago. 

For those who don’t think that our 
bloodthirsty, indigenous-population-
overthrowing past is something in 
which to take pride, and who are embar-
rassed that our Head of State and the 
upper house of our Parliament are still 
unelected, the NHS may be one of the 
few positive things about the UK when 

compared to other countries.
Of course, that’s not what healthcare 

should really be about. It shouldn’t mat-
ter what other problems the country 
has, or how the system compares to that 
in other countries. It should be about 
providing the best possible care to the 
public, based on how much they need it, 
not how much they can pay. However, 
the Government proposes to change 
that, by increasing the proportion of 
funding that NHS foundation trusts can 
receive from private healthcare. 

If passed, the bill will allow the trusts 
to raise 49% of their income from pa-
tients with private care, an enormous 
leap from the 2% currently permitted. 
This means that almost half of NHS fa-
cilities in England will be available for 
use by patients who pay for private care. 
If much or all of that allowance is used, 
then beds and operating rooms will be 
taken away from NHS patients, and 
waiting times further increased.

The main concern surrounding the 
proposal is the amount of support it has 
received from those who work in the 
healthcare sector: very little. The Brit-
ish Medical Association, which has over 
140,000 members, has opposed the pro-
posals since day one. 

More recently, the Royal College of 
GPs and the Chartered Society of Physi-
otherapy have voiced their dislike for the 
bill, bringing a further 80,000 members 
to the cause. Well-known comedian and 
GP, Dr. Phil Hammond, has stated his 
opposition to the bill, saying, “The prob-
lem with legislating NHS reforms with 
no evidence base is that if they don’t 
work, they’re very hard to reverse.” Giv-
en the lack of support the bill has from 
within the medical community, and the 
difficulty of reversing any action taken 
if it proves unsuccessful, it would surely 
be much more sensible to leave the NHS 
as it is.

However, the protests have fallen on 
deaf ears. The government clearly feels 
that it knows better about how the NHS 
should be run than the thousands of 
doctors, nurses and consultants who 
disagree with them.

“Given the lack 
of support the bill 
has from within 

the medical com-
munity, and the 
difficulty of re-

versing any action 
taken if it proves 
unsuccessful, it 
would surely be 
much more sen-
sible to leave the 

NHS as it is”

Colm Currie
Politics Editor

Reading the news on a daily 
basis has become depressing. 
I’m not talking about all the 
natural disasters, and the mur-

ders, and wars that the media choose to 
report on, although these don’t make 
for cheerful reading either. I’m talking 
about the state of modern politics. The 
truth is, we have been condemned to po-
litical mediocrity at the hands of those 
we have elected. I think it has become 
quite clear that ideology has lost its rel-
evance in politics.

The extent of the disaster becomes 
particularly obvious during election 
campaigns, in any country of the west-
ern world. Take France for example. 
The presidential race is in full flow at the 
moment and, being French and excited 
as I am to (hopefully) be rid of Sarkozy 
in just three months, I have been follow-
ing it with keen eyes.

And what did I see? Candidates more 
interested in perfecting their public 
image than talking about real policies. 
President Sarkozy went on a visit to a 
building site two weeks ago. Reports on 
TV showed the President surrounded by 
smiling workers, who he chatted amica-
bly with, even telling them how his baby 
girl does not sleep at night and how him 
and Carla are really tired because of 
that. A lovely little visit then, proving 
that Sarkozy still has supporters.

The truth was revealed the next day 
by the French broadsheet Libération: 
the friendly workers weren’t actually 
meant to be working that day because 
it was too cold. They were asked to pre-
tend to be doing work for the sake of 
the television crews, and in fact, half of 
the men present weren’t even assigned 
to this particular building site, but had 
been requested from other sites around 
the city so the President would appear 
more popular. This is what Sarkozy’s 
campaign boils down to: manufactur-
ing footage of himself to win over public 
opinion. Instead of trying to convince 
the voters that he is a nice guy, maybe 

he should be focusing on finding rem-
edies to change the frightening unem-
ployment figures, families with children 
forced to live in squalor because they 
can no longer afford to pay their rent, 
factories closing all over the place. I 
could go on.

The depressing thing is, Sarkozy isn’t 
the only one using the media to promote 
a certain image of himself instead of 
coming forward with decent proposals. 
Socialist candidate and election polls 
favourite François Hollande always 
makes a point of arriving late to events 
purely for effect. He was once even seen 
waiting in his car for twenty minutes to 
make sure all the TV crews were there 
when he made his big entrance.

I have been watching this disgrace 
for weeks now, wondering when all 
this nonsense started to matter more 
than actual policies. The reality is that 
the candidates’ personal ambitions are 
stronger than the desire to serve their 
country. They will lie, they will say 
things they don’t really mean, and they 
will make promises that they will never 
keep, just to be elected.

And politicians are not the only guilty 
party. The media seem to have also be-
come very important in shaping people’s 
opinions; so much so that they have now 
seemingly taken over the whole politi-
cal world. In 2010, Gordon Brown call-
ing Labour voter Gillian Duffy a ‘big-
oted woman’ created such a huge media 
storm that he ended up going to apolo-
gise to her in person. Now, admittedly, 

calling her a bigot wasn’t the cleverest 
thing in the world but let’s be serious for 
a second here: Brown’s opinion of Ms 
Duffy had nothing to do with his ability, 
or lack thereof, depending on your per-
sonal opinion, to run the country. Scan-
dals of this nature really do British poli-
tics no favours at all. Ken Livingstone’s 
‘riddled’ comment last week is another 
example of how the media will lounge 
itself on every tiny little miscommuni-
cation, instead of focusing on what the 
candidate is actually proposing for the 
city of London.

The mediocrity and lack of substance 
goes all the way to the top of the gov-
ernment and the opposition. Watching 
PMQs is just painful. All David Cameron 
and Ed Miliband do is blame each other 
for the problems we have in Britain us-
ing vaguely witty lines that make the 
whole House erupt in laughter and loud 
booing. The Prime Minister fails to an-
swer any question asked of him by the 
other MPs, merely congratulating them 
on raising ‘a very important point’.

But all those examples are of course 
nothing compared to the way politics 
works in the United States. It is about 
nothing but image, and having a lovely 
family, and saying the right things, and 
making sure no one ever finds out you’ve 
got a mistress because that will just be 
the end of your political career. Not to 
encourage or defend adultery but when 
it comes to politics, really, who cares? As 
long as the affair doesn’t interfere with 
the state’s finances or, as in the case of 
former French President Miterrand, 
doesn’t result in illegal wire-tapping of 
various members of the public, then it is 
none of the public’s business.
The truth is, personality doesn’t mean 

that much when it comes to governing 
a country; in fact, I’d rather vote for 
someone who isn’t particularly friendly 
but is competent, than for someone who 
is very likeable but doesn’t know how to 
do his or her job. Here’s to wishing the 
rest of the world would agree.

Who needs ideology? It’s 
all about presentation 
these days

Elsa Andre
Politics Editor

“I’d rather vote for 
someone who isn’t 
particularly friend-
ly but is competent 
than for someone 

who is very likeable 
but doesn’t know 
how to do his or 

her job.”

Nick Clegg is surrounded by the usual crowd of journalists                                                                           Picture: hughoconnell.com

Reforming the 
NHS, or how to 
destroy a fair 
healthcare 
system
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        Music News

Sabbath reunion jeopardy
Black Sabbath’s comeback tour 
may be over before it has begun 
thanks to drummer Bill Ward 
receiving an ‘unsignable’ con-
tract. He says: “I want a contract 
that shows some respect to me 
and my family, that will honour 
all that I’ve brought to Black 
Sabbath since its beginning.”

Madge up to old tricks
Madonna has once again stirred 
up controversy by calling her 
new album MDNA. The title 
is an abbreviation of her name 
but also bears an allusion to 
the MDMA drug. Campaign-
ers Cannabis Skunk Sense call 
it “an ill-advised decision.”

Little rockers make it big
8-year old guitarist Zoe Thomp-
son has been endorsed by a guitar 
company after a video of her play-
ing gained almost 3 million views 
in less than two weeks. Her group, 
The Mini Band, have also been 
praised by stars such as Metallica.

Scantlin in drugs bust
Puddle Of Mudd frontman 
Wes Scantlin was arrested and 
bailed for $10,000 (£6,500) over 
drugs charges last month. Po-
lice reportedly found controlled 
“powder and pills” in his car.

Interview
Andy McDonald  Music Editor

Wednesday 13 
shares his tales from 
the crypt

Look what the bats dragged in: Wednesday 13              Picture: Google Image

Shock rock icon Wednesday 13, 
known as Joseph Poole to his 
mum, just can’t sit down for a 
minute. Since taking the rock 

world by storm with goth punks Mur-
derdolls over ten years ago, he has since 
worked extensively on a range of solo 
projects, all varnished with his unmis-
takable macabre tongue-in-cheek hu-
mour. His most recent release, Calling 
All Corpses, has once again sent him 
on a trip around the globe, and he took 
some time to give Brig an insight into 
life in his travelling freak show.

Did you enjoy your recent visit to 
Scotland?

W13: Yeah, it was awesome. The 
United Kingdom is where people first 
started to take notice of who I was. I’ve 
been trying to build up our fanbase in 
America over the last few years, but it’s 
still nowhere near the way it is here. It’s 
a whole other level. There are die-hards 
in the States of course, but there seem to 
be more packs of them here.

It’s been a busy couple of years 
for you, hasn’t it?

W13: I didn’t have much of a break at 
all. Murderdolls finished our last week 
of shows then I went straight into the 
studio for a month to make the new solo 
album, so it’s been busy, busy, busy. 
Some of my highlights were opening 
for Guns N’ Roses and doing Ozzfest in 
London, and winning Revolver maga-
zine’s Comeback of the Year award. We 
don’t really get a lot of awards, so that 
was cool for me to be recognised like 
that. I think this year is going to be even 
better though.

Did the reunited Murderdolls 

feel like  a new band, or was there 
an air of nostalgia about it?

W13: It was definitely like a new ver-
sion. It had been years since we had 
properly talked or seen each other. We 
weren’t the same people and we had to 
re-learn who we were again. As for the 
music, we had a lot of the same ingre-
dients, then we added heavier guitars. 
I didn’t think we were ever going to do 
another record, and I still didn’t know if 
it was going to happen until two weeks 
bef0re we went into the studio. That’s 
the thing with us, you never know how 
it’s going to go. We’re spontaneous and 
crazy, but that’s what made the band in 
the first place.

Did having a new line-up change 
your perspective?

W13: I really like the new version. 
Not to say the old version was bad, but 
we didn’t know each other. We were 
all complete strangers who would have 
to go on a tour bus and learn how to be 
friends. It wasn’t easy. None of us re-
ally speak anymore; some of us are on 
good terms, some on bad terms, so when 
the time came to do a new album, we 
thought there was no way that line-up 
was going to work. It was great hearing 
those old songs played by new people, 
but I don’t see the Murderdolls happen-
ing again for a long time.

Do Joey’s Slipknot commitments 
make it difficult for Murderdolls?

W13: Oh yeah, and it has been for 
years, since the very start. Slipknot’s 
success is what made us have to go on 
hiatus before. Bands like that tend to 
get a little upset when someone is tak-
ing from them. It’s a messed-up kind of 
place. At the end of the day it’s Joey’s 
baby. We’re closer to our other bands 
than we are to Murderdolls, so it was re-
ally difficult to juggle the new album and 

new shows. I wanted to get a new record 
out and do more shows, but I didn’t ex-
pect it to happen again, and it didn’t.

What was your experience of 
making your new solo album?

W13: It was really quick, easy and fun, 
which is how I like to record. After the 
last Murderdolls show, I came home to 
clear my head and just picked up my 
guitar and started writing songs. I wrote 
twenty or thirty in like two weeks, and I 
shaved those down to what you hear on 
the album. In the past I was playing all 
the guitars, but this time I had my band 
playing everything, which was cool. I 
think that makes it stand out from oth-
er Wednesday 13 records; you can tell 
there’s something a little different going 
on.

You have several different bands. 
Do you write for each one specifi-
cally, or do you write a song then 
choose which project it belongs to?

W13: These days I tend to write for 
the project. Before, I was writing so 
many different songs and I was thinking 
“is that really me?” That’s why on my 
first few records you can hear different 
things going on across the songs. I think 

they’re good, but I sometimes wonder if 
they fit. For this record, I thought about 
my fans, and channelled them into the 
music.

What has the fan reaction been 
like?

W13: We have such a history of songs 
everyone wants to hear, so with each 
new album it gets harder to make a 
setlist. We only play four songs from the 
new album, but they’re as well-received 
as old ones like Bad Things. To play new 
songs is a breath of fresh air for us, and 
to see people singing them back is great.

Whats next for you?
W13: I’m going to to be playing with 

my own band for the foreseeable future. 
I’m hoping to do festivals across Europe 
this summer. As for my other projects, I 
might do something with them if I have 
time, but it will just be a record for the 
fun of it.

Wednesday 13’s new album 
Calling All Corpses is available 
now.

Feature
Victoria McEwan

With his new record 
on the horizon, Brig 
takes a look at the 
recent activities of 

self-proclaimed All-American An-
tichrist Marilyn Manson, and how 
a new record label and his friend-
ship with a certain actor have re-
kindled his creative fires.

After 2009’s The High End of Low 
failed to impress most followers of Mar-
ilyn Manson’s music, despite having a 
great title, he is set to return this year 
with his new album Born Villian.

This will be the eighth full length stu-
dio album from the controversial rocker 
and will see a joint release on both Cook-
ing Vinyl Records and Manson’s own 
label Hell, etc., following his departure 
from Interscope records, the result of 
poor sales of its predecessor.

“I was so restrained from the music 
that I wanted to make what they would 
allow, they would put out, what ideas 
they would allow to be conveyed in the 
videos.” Manson told Metal Hammer of 
the split. “I think we now have a lot of 
the creative control on a lot of the choic-
es on which my hands were tied.

“At least half of my creative output has 
been squashed, so now I think people 
can expect a whole lot more. I think it 
will be more badass, I think it’s going to 
be more romantic maybe. Self-abusive.”

He’s no stranger to controversy, and 

he doesn’t show any signs of slowing 
down, in fact, quite the opposite. After 
seeing the video for Born Villian, I can 
definitely confirm that we’re still living 
in the Golden Age of Grotesque, and 
that the God of Fuck has returned on top 
form, more shocking than he has ever 
been.

If you don’t like anything violent, 
bloody or sexually strange then steer 
clear. You will not enjoy it.

 Directing duties for it were taken up 
by Shia LaBeouf (yes, the geeky guy 
from Transformers) after the two met 
at a Kills concert and became “real close 
friends”.

“To me, he is an indelible figure.” the 
director told MTV News. “He, in my 
teenage years, was the scariest thing in 
the world, so part of me has always been 
intrigued.”

He was pleased to discover, then, that 
the feeling was mutual when Manson 
“freaked out” upon seeing LaBeouf’s 
previous work with rapper Cage and in-
stantly asked him to make the video.

“This, for me, is a really cool diversion 
from making a movie.” he adds. “It gives 
me the opportunity to work with musi-
cians I admire who I would otherwise 
never get to work with in another capac-
ity.”

An artist himself, the singer found 
inspiration for the album in the work 
of Salvador Dali, famous for his bi-
zarre surrealist paintings. Manson even 
dressed up as him for a recent interview, 
and there are definitely parallels be-
tween their work.

Manson fans can expect 
“a whole lot more”

“The song has all these references to 
Macbeth, Shakespeare and heavy theol-
ogy, so we tried to make Manson’s Un 
Chien Andalou more macabre Mac-
beth.” explains LaBeouf.

He also sees the collaboration as a 
chance for both parties to gain some 
new followers, or offend a whole new 
audience of people.

“There are fans of mine who aren’t 
fans of his and vice versa. That’s why I 
think working together is interesting.

“I don’t think my audience is the only 
thing I should exercise my artistic mus-
cle for. I don’t necessarily always do 
things for the audience. This is one of 
those.”

The Manson that I fell in love with 
when I was merely ten years old is back 
and is ready to shock the world again.  

The last time Manson shocked me, 
sadly, was through how appalling his 
performance at Download Festival in 
2009 was: forgetting the lyrics and hav-
ing to have an oxygen mask put on  be-
tween songs.

I’m sure I speak for all Manson fans 
when I say that I hope he has cleaned up 
his act and is ready to take his art seri-
ously again because, at the end of the 
day, there is more to him than music. 
Marilyn Manson is, as he put it himself, 
“a fucking work of art”.

It’s true, Manson himself is something 

Marilyn Manson rocking the Dali ‘tache                         Picture: Google Image

that most of us, whether we love or hate 
him, have taken the time to look at. For 
those who love him, I think he is defi-
nitely going to give us something worth 
looking at in 2012.

Born Villain is set for release 
in June this year.
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Ross Dunn   Music Editor

The Xcerts frontman, Murray 
McLeod, overcame a bout of ill-
ness to make the Glasgow show 
possible on Sunday night. The 

band had to cancel shows in Bath and 
Preston but McLeod made a recovery 
for their hometown show in Aberdeen 
on Saturday night.

 It wasn’t long before Murray was on 
stage with supporting act Flood of Red; 
dancing around in his trench coat with 
“DEAD” etched on the back before let-
ting the Glasgow-based band continue 
with the remainder of Home Run (1997).

 This was the perfect opportunity for 
Flood of Red to showcase some of their 
new material that they’ve been work-
ing on and that’s exactly what they did. 
Debuting two or three new tracks, the 
band have honed in on their style since 
the release of debut record Leaving 
Everything Behind and the new batch 
of tracks sound loud and magnificent as 
always.

 Before The Xcerts adorned the stage 
we were treated to a few tracks from 
Leaving Everything Behind such as: 
Elephants; Little Lovers; and new track 
Whispers and Choirs made an appear-
ance before we said farewell to Flood, 
for now.

 Murray started solo, playing a 

stripped down version of Home Versus 
Home, backed by capacity crowd that 
acted as The Xcerts’ fourth man, or sec-
ond in this case. The remainder of the 
band filtered on to the stage and jumped 
into Do you Feel Safe?.

 As expected, The Xcerts’ setlist com-
prised of a spilt between Scatterbrain 
and In the Cold Wind We Smile. Scat-
terbrain, Distant Memories and Gum 
were all standouts in the early stages of 
the set.

 The highlight of the night came in the 
form of a visual aide; topless Flood of 
Red guitarist Calum Doris planted him-
self in the middle of the stage, holding 
his rigid arms to one side as McLeod 
belted out the Slackerpop chorus: “I’ll 
be your man, I’ll be your mannequin”.

 After all the hilarity it was time to get 
back to business. This came in the form 
of Young (Belane), Crisis In The Slow 
Lane and the spectacular Hurt With 
Me that always looks so poignant when 
played live.

 To round-off proceedings the audi-
ence were treated the usual suspects: 
Aberdeen 1987, Cool Ethan and a new, 
unnamed track that McLeod stated was 
supposed to be “a bouncy song”. The 
best way to describe this track is to liken 
it to some early Weezer material: the 

feel-good factor is definitely there and 
the definitive proof that a new Xcerts re-
cord cannot come soon enough.

 If you didn’t manage to catch The 

Xcerts on this tour then rumour has it 
they’ll be back on the road again in May.

                       Rating: 4 out of 5

The Xcerts frontman battles bout of illness to play sold-out King Tuts show

The Big Pink - Future This

Back in 2009, east London duo, The Big Pink, 
burst onto the scene with their debut album 
A Brief History of Love.  The album was 
universally praised by critics. It featured 

titanic choruses, huge production, and maxed out 
volume which was designed to explode on the radio. 
The album also featured two massive singles which 
launched them into charts and mainstream media, 
in the forms of Velvet and Dominos. Now three years 
on, the Big Pink have returned with their follow up 
album in the form of Future This.

Prior to the release of the album, vocalist Rob-
bie Furze had stated that Future This, would have 
a strong influence of hip-hop in the record, a state-
ment which he later retracted. However, after listen-
ing to this album, I wish there was because little has 
changed or progressed from their previous record.

This is evident in the first few seconds of the album. 
The album opens with the track, Stay Gold, which 
sounds completely similar to their radio-friendly hit 
Dominos. However, in an attempt to differ them-
selves from said record, the lyrics focus had changed 
from sex and lust to staying true to your beliefs and 

dreams. This trend 
unfortunately con-
tinues throughout 
the album, as the 
darker themes from 
A Brief History of 
Love have titled 
positivity and chas-
ing your dreams to 
connect with the audience, which feels completely 
contrived.

Despite this, Future This does feature some 
strong tracks. However familiar the sound is, Stay 
Gold is still a decent track and could become yet 
another anthem for the band. Also Hit The Ground 
(Superman), moves along pretty well with style 
and confidence.

Unfortunately, the album as a whole comes 
across as some sort of a disappointment, and feels 
far too familiar to the band’s earlier work, with the 
only difference being the contrived lyrical force be-
hind each track. It seems like The Big Pink have 
just been recycling ideas, with little conviction.

Kriss Gunn                                             2 out of 5

Lamb Of God - Resolution

Lamb of God have decided to churn out 
some more hits for those who have a pen-
chant for American groove metal, leaning 
towards the weightier side of the heavy 

metal scale. 
The first single to be released from the album, and 

the first song Lamb of God have released in almost 
two years, Ghost Walking, has been received well by 
fans. For me, the opening riff is a bit too similar to 
their hit Redneck and therefore I feel it should not 
have been the first single released from the album.  
One of the best tracks off the album is The Number 
Six with its melodic yet screaming lyrics.  It’s one 
of the few songs that you can actually sing along to 
easily, and for this reason it is my personal favourite 
off the album.  I like metal you can sing along to. 

Insurrection, again like The Number Six, is one of 
the less heavy songs off the album.  When you can 
make them out, you find that the lyrics are deep: 
“When the walls fall around you is when you be-
gin to find.  That the depths you have found have 
become now too hard to climb. You reconcile your 
pain in the loneliest refrain”.  

Cheated is full of growls and squeals in the typi-

Demi Lovato - Skyscraper
Skyscraper is the first release from 
the teen star after leaving rehab in 
2011. The song is pure and honest 
and is accompanied by a very pow-
erful and emotionally charged video. 
Knowing her story makes this track 
all the more heart-wrenching. We 
can learn from her words translating 
as: no matter what life throws at us, 
tearing us down, we need to find the 
strength and courage to rise above it, “like a skyscraper”, ultimate-
ly defeating the bad.
Ashleigh Dodds                                                                     4 out of 5

Van Halen – Tattoo
On first listen to the new and highly 
anticipated Van Halen (with David 
Lee Roth intact) record I was a bit let 
down. I stuck it on my iPod anyway, 
and I’m glad I did because it has defi-
nitely grown on me. As the title would 
suggest, it is all about tattoos but I’m 
unsure about what he means when he 
sings “sexy dragon magic”; it seems 
arbitrary, but it works well with the 
song. Tattoo is a sexy song with an 
old school Van Halen sound to it, yet a distinct modern edge which 
will appeal to those who are not massive fans of the old material.  
Victoria McEwan                                                                 4 out of 5

Antidote - Swedish House 
Mafia vs Knife Party
Continuing their movement towards 
big club anthems and even bigger 
beats, the Swedish House trio have 
teamed up with Rob Swine’s side 
project Knife Party, to create one of 
finest club anthems of the year so 
far. Opening with a heart-pounding 
climb of synth, the track is exciting 
from beginning to end. The build and 
drop are done flawlessly. This track will have people dancing and 
humming the tune for weeks. This is dubstep done right.
Kriss Gunn                                                       5 out of 5

The Arctic Monkeys - 
Black Treacle
The fourth single from their brilliant 
album Suck It and See, Black Treacle 
is an indie rock ballad from the 
Sheffield outfit. This track features 
many hallmarks which you associate 
with the band. The track is extremely 
catchy, with an almost rubbery guitar 
sound and featuring a pounding 
rhythm underneath. Alex Turner 
once again proves why he’s such an incredible singer/songwriter, 
with wonderfully abstract lyrics and excellent voice performance.
Kriss Gunn                                                                   5 out of 5

Ed Sheeran - Drunk
Apart from the music being generally 
appalling, the direct stream of filth 
comes in the form of a video treat in 
which Sheery flirts dangerously with 
topical stereotypes, depicting him-
self off gallivanting alone with a cat; 
a forlorn and resentful archetype that 
ginger people have been trying to 
shake for months. Poor show from an 
otherwise dreary and queefy singer/
songwriter.
Ross Dunn                                                        2 out of 5

Will.I.Am feat. Jennifier 
Lopez and Mick Jagger - 
T.H.E 
The lead single off Will’s latest solo 
studio album, #willpower, brings 
in rock and RnB heavyweights Mick 
Jagger and Jennifer Lopez for this 
track. The mastermind behind the 
Black Eyed Peas manages to create 
a somewhat danceable synth percus-
sion, beat track, with J-Lo proving an 
effective hook and Jagger flaunting his swagger in the closing part 
of the track. However, Will’s laughably bad lyrics ruin what could 
have been a somewhat decent collaboration.
Kriss Gunn                                                                2 out of 5

cal Blythe style 
and is combined 
with fast-paced 
drums and gui-
tar that mimics 
the rhythm of the 
vocals.  It is musi-
cally and vocally 
aggressive. 

The last track on the album, King Me, begins 
with soft acoustic notes on the guitar and spoken 
lyrics but just under two minutes in, it kicks in 
with growling vocals, heavy bass, drums and dis-
tortion.  Well, it isn’t called heavy metal for noth-
ing. The change of tone at the start of the track 
sets it aside from the other numbers on the album.

I enjoyed the album a lot more than I had antici-
pated but when it comes to this genre of metal in 
general, I find it hard to get into because the lyrics 
somehow seem less profound than in other areas 
of the genre. However, knowing how passionate 
the band is when it comes to musical politics, I 
do not have any doubt that the lyrics are powerful 
once  you take the time to look them up.

Victoria McEwan                            3 out of 5

The Xcerts frontman Murray McLeod                           Picture: Ross Dunn



Email: Film@brignewspaper.com
www.brignewspaper.com

Brig | February 2012 BcFILM12 Film Editor: Stefanie Pryke

Feature
Travis Emond 

At the movies in 2012

It’s been a long time since Mar-
tin Freeman became known for 
his blank, conscious stares at the 
camera in Ricky Gervais’s The Of-

fice. But now, following his impressive 
performance in Sherlock, Freeman has 
finally bagged a meaty lead role as Bilbo 
Baggins in the upcoming two-part ad-
aptation of JRR Tolkien’s The Hobbit. 
However, The Hobbit is not so easy to 
transcribe into a film which appeals to 
all ages; first and foremost, it is a chil-
dren’s novel, originally told as a bed-
time story to Tolkien’s kids. There are 
no epic battles between good and evil, 
nor a troubled romance between a rug-
gedly handsome man and a beautiful elf, 
as there was in The Lord of the Rings. 
The lead characters in The Hobbit are 
the eponymous hobbit, and thirteen 
(yes, thirteen) bearded and cantanker-
ous dwarves. Although, with Orlando 
Bloom and Elijah Wood apparently in 
line for small roles, it’s impossible to 
know quite what to expect. And with 
Peter Jackson at the reins after long-
documented troubles with scheduling 
and directors, there’s no reason not to 
expect some more Middle-Earth magic 
to cap off 2012.

Coming to screens this May is what 
could prove to be the superhero-movie 
to kick the ass of all other superhero-
movies. The Avengers. Of course, it 
could also be an awkward amalgam of 
too many stars, too many backstories, 
and too many hints to the futures of 
too many individual franchises. Suffice 
to say, in a warehouse full of egos and 
muscles bursting the seams of many a 
ridiculous costume, the real hero will 
be Joss Whedon, taking on writing and 
directing duties, if he can make a coher-

ent movie out of all this. But if there’s 
one individual who can give a large cast 
large personalities, the man responsible 
for Buffy, Angel, Firefly and Serenity is 
the man for the job. Whedon, though, 
doesn’t have the creative freedom he’s 
used to; with the individual franchises 
still promising sequels, there won’t be 
any surprising deaths out of the many, 
many protagonists. On top of all this, 
there’s also the small matter that The 
Avengers, a veritable cacophony of all 
things Marvel, has its own super-villain 
to contend with: The Dark Knight Rises.

Sequels are hard. Really bad movies 
generally don’t get sequels (there are, 
of course, a few notable exceptions). 
It’s the good ones that do, and hence all 
sequels start with the viewer’s expecta-
tions already at the top of a hill, and it is 
very rare that a second movie in a fran-
chise can meet these expectations. But if 
there’s one thing The Dark Knight did, it 
was to raise the bar to a whole new level. 
So what does the conclusion to the tril-
ogy have in store? In the absence of two 
of the comic book’s best known villains 
(Joker and Two-Face), in steps Bane 
accompanied by Catwoman, played by 
Tom Hardy and Anne Hathaway re-
spectively. A six minute prologue was 
viewable in IMAX screenings of Mission 
Impossible: Ghost Protocol, although 
this exciting teaser which hints at a huge 
scale movie has been somewhat forgot-
ten by obsession over whether people 
can understand what Bane is saying or 
not.

It’s hard to believe that it’s been an ex-
cruciatingly long 5 years since that big-
budget disappointment, Spider-Man 3, 
came and went. It was a long and tense 
wait before the news was broken that 
Marvel Entertainment had given the go-
ahead to re-boot the franchise, begin-
ning again from the start (in case peo-

ple have forgotten how Tobey McGuire 
became Spider-Man all those years ago). 
But The Amazing Spider-Man has a lot 
going for it: a big budget and a very 
impressive cast list, with Andrew Gar-
field and Emma Stone playing the two 
leads. It also has the benefit of not be-
ing a sequel, technically, and so no-one 
knows quite what to expect. Also, it is to 
be directed by Marc Webb, his first job 
behind the camera since (500) Days of 
Summer, which adds to the unknown 
quality of this upcoming blockbuster. If 
there’s only one thing that’s certain, it’s 
that with great power, comes great re-
sponsibility. The Amazing Spider-Man 
hits cinemas in June.

The creators would raise their hackles 
at these claims, but the fact remains that 
The Hunger Games is the next franchise 
hoping to be sucked dry by the Twilight-

generation. They also quietly mumble 
when comparisons are drawn to Battle 
Royale, a film which has a synopsis that 
looks eerily similar. But The Hunger 
Games has a lot of potential to enter-
tain more than just teenagers. There’s 
the fact that the source novel is actually 
edgy, dark and satirical. The author, Su-
zanne Collins, said that the idea for her 
novel came after flicking channels from 
the news showing young soldiers in the 
war on Afghanistan, to a reality-type 
show about having to survive on an is-
land. She wondered what would happen 
if these two things were put together. 
The film seems to have something to say 
which goes deeper than (sparkling) skin 
value, and there’s also the fact that the 
lead character is to be played by Jennif-
er Lawrence, still fresh from her Oscar 
nod for her part in Winter’s Bone. 

Finally in a movie theatre near you... soon             Picture: Empire

AirtvPredicting this years big Oscar winners

Lights, camera, action! It’s that 
time of year again, as the red 
carpet is rolled out for the mov-
ie award night that makes the 

Golden Globes look about as important 
as Nick Clegg is in the running of Great 
Britain. I speak, of course, of the Oscars, 
and as the 2012 award show nears clos-
er, it’s all about nostalgia.

Leading the contenders this year is 
Michel Hazanavicius’ The Artist, which 
is bidding to become the first silent 
movie to grab the Best Picture statue 
since WWI film Wings won the very first 
award ceremony in 1927. Hazanavicius’ 
main rival in this category seems to be 
The Descendants, which has a much 
stronger claim to the prize after win-
ning the big one at the Golden Globes. 
However, although Alexander Payne’s 
return to directing is smooth, enjoyable 
and emotional, The Artist has an olden-
times hook which will have the Academy 
tilting their heads to dream and whisper 
“remember when...” to their workmates 
as a stream of nostalgia kicks in, which 
should be enough to push the silent 
movie all the way. 

Also in with a chance at Best Picture is 
Martin Scorsese’s first venture into the 
third dimension, Hugo. Although this is 
indeed an outside shot, Scorsese’s flick 
is a modern day love letter to cinema, 
harnessing the early days of the motion-
picture to produce a brilliant homage to 
early director Georges Melias that will 
likely have the Academy drooling buck-
ets. For the above reasons, and because 
he snatched it at the Globes, Scorsese is 
front runner for Best Director. After all, 
there’s nothing the voters of film’s big-
gest award show love more than films 
themselves, and so a well shot, intelli-
gent movie about movies is likely to tick 
a very large box in the hearts of the vot-

ing panel. 
Other notable films nominated for Best 

Picture include Woody Allen charmer 
Midnight In Paris and Steven Spiel-
berg’s War Horse alongside Terence 
Malick’s part drama, part terrible film 
The Tree of Life. Despite Brad Pitt’s best 
efforts, the so-called visionary style of 
Tree of Life doesn’t cut it for me, and the 
wannabe 2001: A Space Odyssey film 
still remains less appealing than watch-
ing two snails partake in a marathon. At 
least a marathon with snails would have 
a beginning, middle and end. And it 
would probably move at about the same 
pace as Malick’s movie. 

Meanwhile, the absence of The Girl 
With The Dragon Tattoo from this list 
is likely down to the touchy subject mat-
ters explored in the film. The Academy 
does like to award a successfully diverse 
film, but only if the film isn’t excessively 
diverse.

Venturing into other categories, Meryl 

The Artist is bound to succeed at the 84th Academy Awards   Picture: BBC

Streep has received her yearly Best Ac-
tress nomination to bring her up to a re-
cord seventeenth nomination. Although 
her last win was in 1983, this time she’s 
the woman to beat for her role as Mar-
garet Thatcher in The Iron Lady. As for 
all her other past nominations, my best 
guess is that Meryl has a few secret ad-
mirers within the Academy.

With George Clooney grabbing the 
globe for best actor, the American is in 
good position to do the prize double for 
his excellent performance as Matt King 
in The Descendants. If anyone will rob 
Clooney of this prize, I’d hope it’d be 
Brad Pitt for his part in Moneyball. Pitt 
played the role to perfection and he is 
long overdue a Best Actor triumph.

 Each critic will have their opinion of 
the favourites and underdogs then, but 
how it’s all going to pan out, we’ll just 
have to wait and see. Bring on February 
26th.

Feature
Stuart Kenny

Showcase
Stefanie Pryke Film Editor

Here at Brig Film we’re look-
ing to showcase the work 
of some of the rising stars 
over at AirTV. This month 

we’re taking a peek at three short films 
by John Wheatley. 

First up, Matchstick Girl. Based 
on the heartbreaking tale The Little 
Match Seller by Hans Christian An-
dersen, Wheatley does very well to 
adopt a tone very similar to the origi-
nal story. A very dark film that lacks 
clarity during some scenes but surely 
that’s the point. We follow a young girl 
on a cold, dark night who uses the light 
of the flames to escape to better times. 
Times of food and warmth and most 
importantly her mother. The young 
girl plays the role perfectly and some 
very effective editing skills make this 
an enjoyable watch.

Next up, Wheatley tackles Hamlet’s 
third soliloquy To Be Or Not To Be. 
Without a doubt the most successful 
part of this short film is the voiceo-
ver reading Shakespeare’s verse. The 
voice is subtle, chilling and a drastic 
contrast to the subject of the filming. 
Wheatley as Hamlet was a good choice, 
he knows exactly where he wants em-
phasis on facial expression and when 
to stare into space. However, as Ham-
let watches the world around him, the 
film tries too hard to match the origi-
nal Hamlet’s observations. For exam-
ple, the lines “the dread of something 
after death, the undiscovered country” 
are shot alongside a chirpy priest walk-
ing by and “the pangs of despised love” 
followed by a couple falling out. Fortu-
nately, the neatness of the interpreta-
tion does not detract too much from 
a well spoken and well acted modern 
version of Hamlet’s third soliloquy.

Finally, saving the best ‘till last, is 
Strangers on a Train. An original story 

set almost entirely on one carriage of 
a train from Edinburgh to Dunblane. 
The film picks up in Bridge of Allan, as 
announced by the automated train ser-
vice, with two stops left in the journey. 
Wheatley very cleverly steers viewers 
in the wrong direction by having a very 
anxious looking man stare unrelent-
ingly at a lady who’s just boarded the 
train. The first half of the film is a relay 
of glances between these two charac-
ters, completely ignoring the seeming-
ly normal couple sat in their path. And 
just when you think the film is coming 
to a climax as the man accosts the lady 
in an attempt to escort her off the train, 
we cut back seven minutes in time to 
see there is a very valid reason as to 
why the man is so nervous and sweat-
ing profusely. 

A story that appears to be of tension 
and perverse glances suddenly turns 
into a rather macabre and sinister sto-
ry of murder. The actors do very well in 
their roles, in particular Erik van Ber-
lekom, who has such a distinct look of 
calm maliciousness surrounding him 
that viewers will remember his face 
long after the movie has finished.

If you’re a member of AirTV and have 
two or more short films get in touch 
and we’ll possibly do a showcase on 
you!

See more at: www.airtvonline.com

Strangers on a Train             
        Picture: AirTV

film news
Fox have finally announced a release 
date for Hugh Jackman’s return as 
The Wolverine. 26 July 2013 is the 
date in question, however, given that 
the film has been plagued by previ-
ous delays, don’t be too shocked if 
this date isn’t met.

Producer Andrew Kosove has denied 
rumours that Harrison Ford will star 
in the forthcoming Blade Runner 
sequel. He described the rumours as 
‘patently false’ and said that they are 
no where near ready to begin casting 
the movie.

Tom Felton is set to join Elizabeth 
Olsen in the adaptation of Emile Zo-
la’s novel Therese Raquin. He also 
has roles in sports drama From The 
Rough and horror The Apparition 
coming up.

Joseph Gordon-Levitt has plans to 
write, direct and star in a comedy 
alongside Scarlett Johansson. Gor-
don-Levitt describes his role as a 
modern day Don Juan who tries to 
better himself.

Muppets star Amy Adams has 
signed on to star in and produce an 
adaptation of Steve Martin’s novel 
An Object of Beauty.

The movie world has been treated to 
an exciting batch of new trailers re-
cently, including the Bourne Legacy, 
The Avengers, The Hunger Games 
and The Amazing Spider-Man.

Check out www.brignewspaper.
com to see the latest dvd and cin-
ema reviews.
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Roman Polanski’s adaptation of Razmina 
Yeza’s play Le Dieu du Carnage is ex-
actly that, an adaptation of a play. Set 
entirely in the home of Penelope (Jodie 

Foster) and Michael Longstreet (John C. Reilly) 
with the exception of being bookended by the 
opening and closing long shots of the park, one can 
imagine how the use of such a setting is perfect for 
a play. In lesser hands this could have been a dis-
aster, but fortunately it is anything but.

Despite the use of a monomorphic setting which 
some may find creates a boring and (deliberately) 
uncomfortable atmosphere, the living-room tran-
scends from a beautifully constructed upper-mid-
dle class town house in New York, to a hilariously 
funny melting pot of personalities played wonder-
fully by each cast member. 

The cast are what prove to be the film’s ace in the 
hole, giving the piece its life and energy on top of a 
very good script that is filled with somewhat overly 
sophisticated grammar. Again in lesser hands, a 
script like this would not perform well on screen. 
Foster and Reilly play the Longstreets, a seemingly 
liberal and happy couple looking to set the record 
straight on the event that the film opens with 
their son Nathan being hit in the face with a stick 
by Zachery. Kate Winslet and Christoph Waltz 
play Zachery’s parents Nancy and Alan Cowan, 
a wealthy, successful couple involved in banking 
and law, juxtaposed to Penelope and Michael as 
writer and hardware salesman respectively, and 
serving as one of many contrasts between the two 
couples.

The first half of the film is painfully awkward and 
purposely so, realistically portraying the situation 
of parents coming together to resolve an issue with 
their children. At first, each character attempts 
to be as polite and non-offensive as possible, but 
once that blows over and the characters really start 

to loosen up and tear into each other, the real hu-
mour and fun begins.

Foster is brilliantly irritating as art-loving liberal 
Penelope who believes that every human in the 
western world should behave in a civilised and re-
spectable manner. A total contrast to Waltz who 
nearly steals the show with arguably his best per-
formance to date. If there is any weakness amongst 
the performances, it would have to be in Winslet. 
Her character goes through a roller coaster ride of 
emotions which makes her funny and unpredict-
able, but does not cement her personality in the 
manner of the others. By the end the most likeable 
character is Michael, restrained and civilised at 
first only to become the most free-speaking, crude, 
honest and hilarious of the four. There is sympathy 
for him from both Waltz and the audience as Pene-
lope becomes so hysterical and over dramatic.

Overall, a very enjoyable and extremely well-
made film that thrives off the performances of its 
four stars. The tension is brilliantly built up before 
being released like an out of control furnace. The 
to-ing and fro-ing of bickering is a key element to 
the humour but may also come across as tiring. 

The performances are outstanding which is to be 
expected from such talent and by the end you don’t 
know who to love or hate.
Craig Wilson   Rating: 3 out of 5

Woody Allen’s latest rom-com, Mid-
night in Paris, sees engaged couple 
Gil (Owen Wilson) and Inez (Rachel 
McAdams) take to the French Capi-

tal where Gil soon makes the discovery that he can 
time-travel back to 1920’s Paris each midnight.

Midnight’s hero Gil fits the traditional insecure 
yet ever-believing mould of a Woody Allen lead 
character, and Wilson brings his own substance 
to this role, adding a comic set of reaction shots 
and quirky personality to liven up the protagonist. 
In this way the squint-nosed comedian carries the 
film, with his unique style providing regular laugh-
out-loud moments. These range from elongated 
confusion in the 1920s to modern day arguments 
ending in seemingly irrational comments, includ-
ing, “You can fool me, but you cannot fool Ernest 
Hemingway!”

Other members of the cast also impress, particu-
larly Corey Stall as Hemingway, McAdams’s bitchy 
Inez, and Marion Cotillard as the flirtatious Adri-
ana by whom Gil is enthralled. With so many leg-

endary figures introduced during the 20’s scenes 
it was important Allen found the right balance of 
comedy and realism for these characters and this 
balance is achieved effortlessly by blowing up the 
legendary artists’ personas to cement their identity 
whilst extracting some laughs. For instance, Hem-
ingway speaks in heroics and holds a courageous 
zest for life whilst Zelda Fitzgerald oozes a mixture 
of exuberance and instability. 

Now you may have seen the words ‘Woody Al-
len’ and ‘time-travel’ in the opening paragraph and 
thought, whoa, wait a minute. Midnight does not 
concern itself with any of the science fiction par-
ticulars however, a fact you may be glad to hear. 
Instead, the wider theme of the film explores the 
human obsession with past times, and through 
the laughs and gags it presents the desire for the 
past as an ideological escapism from reality. By ig-
noring the details of Gil’s time-travel Allen allows 
himself more time to note the details of this theme.

Midnight is a more accessible production than 
many of Allen’s previous works, and it is a charmer 
of a film. 

Stuart Kenny   Rating: 4 out of 5

Midnight in Paris
Dir: Woody Allen

Based on Mary Norton’s classic children’s 
tale The Borrowers, Arrietty is the latest 
offering from Studio Ghibli. It follows 
fourteen-year-old Arrietty and her par-

ents, Pod and Homily, who are Borrowers: tiny 
people who live under the floorboards of a house 
and “borrow” scraps from the humans above them. 
But when Arrietty is seen by a boy called Sho, this 
fragile world with her family is put in danger. 

The eponymous Arrietty is the driving force in 
the film, her curiosity and adventurous spirit not 
easily confined to her little house nor her little 
body. She longs to see the world and all the won-
ders out there waiting to be seen, and this desire 
is only slightly tempered by the risks involved in 
doing so. As in other Studio Ghibli films, there are 
also undertones which make Arrietty a film to be 
appreciated by both young and old viewers. This 
comes in the form of a complex sense of sadness 
hovering over each scene as Arrietty wonders if 
she and her parents are destined to be the last of 
their kind.

With Hayao Miyazaki taking more of a backseat 
role (as will be the case in future Studio Ghibli 
films), directing duties fall to new kid on the block, 
Hiromasa Yonebayashi, the youngest director of 
a Studio Ghibli film at 38. The direction though, 
is clever and assured. He wonderfully transforms 
mundane sights, like an ordinary kitchen, into 
beautiful and unfamiliar landscapes: the camera 
pans up at the gargantuan fridge as it hums into 
the silence; the ominous ticks from a clock re-
sound loudly in Arrietty’s tiny ears. All of which is 
emphasised by the stunning Ghibli visuals.

The animation is beautiful; the story quietly cap-
tivating. Even with the master Hayao Miyazaki 
diminishing his input, Arrietty, the first big test 
for the next generation, shows that the future for 
Studio Ghibli is as bright and vibrant as ever.

Extras are all but non-existent on the standard 
DVD release (only the usual ability to view the film 
in its original storyboard version) but the Blu Ray 
edition includes some interesting interviews with 
the English voice cast, as well as with Miyazaki and 
the director, Yonebayashi.

Travis Emond   Rating: 4 out of 5

Arrietty
Dir: Hiromasa Yonebayashi

As civil as it gets in Carnage   Picture: Empire

Kate Beckinsale is back to kick ass as vam-
pire Selene in the fourth Underworld 
installment, Underworld: Awakening. 
And she does so beautifully. Directed by 

Måns Mårlind, the film’s dark, grim atmosphere 
captures well the original idea of vampire stories 
and shows us a world in which survival of the fit-
test is to be taken literally.  

For those of you who have not seen the Under-
world series, it is about the ancient battle between 
Lycans (werewolves) and Vampires, for which 
600-something year old Selene is a death dealer, 
i.e. she kills Lycans. Selene falls in love with a hu-
man, Michael, who turns out to be some super 
vampire-Lycan hybrid, and throughout the films 
they have to fight both species for their love. But 
all this is explained at the beginning of Awaken-
ing, so that the film makes sense even if you has 
not seen the previous outings. 

After twelve years of being held in an artificial 
coma, Selena awakes in a world in which humans 
know about lycans and vampires and have fought 
them to the brink of extinction. It’s a world with-
out Michael, instead, there is a little girl (“Subject 
2”, played by India Eisley) with Michael’s eyes and 
his hybrid attributes. Escaping the government 
institution she was held in, Selena sets out to dis-
cover the fate of Michael and to protect Subject 
2. With the help of vampire David (Theo James) 
and human Detective Sebastian (Michael Ealy), 
she uncovers a massive Lycan plot to take over the 
world. Naturally, that means that once more, Se-
lena must set out to fight her old enemy.  

The change of director from Len Wesman in the 
first films to the Swede Måns Mårlind brought 
obvious changes in the look of the movie. So far, 
Mårlind has only directed one international pro-
duction, Shelter with Julianne Moore and Jona-
than Rhys Meyers, but he rises to the challenge 

and presents a dark, action-filled movie that is well 
worth the price of the cinema ticket. Granted, the 
story line is not a well-developed one, but it carries 
the film, which is an advantage most action mov-
ies do not have and which can be attributed to the 
relative shortness of the film, not even reaching 
the 90 minute mark. And since the entire Under-
world series is rated 18, Underworld: Awakening 
has the luxury to fully play out the bloody aspects 
of the story without having to polish things for a 
younger audience. 

Mårlind also gave Underworld a distinctive 70s 
look and some moments even recall old school cop 
dramas. An enraged and in full hybrid mode Sub-
ject 2, however, is the stuff nightmares are made 
of.  The CGI department did one brilliant job with 
the Lycans; in the 3D version, their attacks will 
no doubt make the audience jump. All 3D effects 
are done admirably, but, and this is a big but, the 
greatness of the actual 3D is diminished consider-
ably because of the almost constant blurriness of 
the background. 

Unfortunately, we live in a world in which Hol-
lywood likes to press even the last penny out of 
every idea. Consequently, the film ends with a ma-
jor cliffhanger, promising at least one more install-
ment to come. 
Fanny Schmidt   Rating: 4 out of 5

No sparkles allowed             Picture: Total Film

Carnage
Dir: Roman Polanski

Underworld: Awakening
Dir: Måns Mårlind

Channel 4 brings in the ‘adorkable’ 
New Girl from the US.

New Girl. The latest American comedy 
Channel 4 thought it wise to buy and 
broadcast over here in the UK. Wise 
indeed.

The ever loveable Zooey Deschanel plays 
quirky, crazy, off-the-wall Jess, who after a par-
ticularly awkward break up involving a ‘sexy pil-
low dance’ moves into an apartment with three 
bachelors.

Bachelor number one, Nick who will no doubt 
in time become the love interest for all-singing, 
all-dancing Jess as we see some jealousy when 
best friend and gorgeous model, Cece, drunkenly 
parades around him unintentionally.

Bachelors two and three consist of Schmidt, 
who comes with his own douchebag jar and Win-
ston a former basketball star struggling to find 
work.

Each episode revolves around a certain event. 
So far we’ve seen: Jess accidentally break the 
boys TV and have to confront her ex-boyfriend in 
an effort to get her belongings, including a much 
needed television, back;

An eventful wedding where Jess acts as Nick’s 
new girlfriend in a failed attempt to keep him 
from talking to his ex. A scene in the ladies room 
sees her inadvertently threaten a lady at knife-
point whilst cutting off her underwear;

And an episode rivalling a similar Friends sto-
ryline where Jess walks in on a naked, dancing 
Nick and ‘tit’ for ‘tat’ seems to be the only resolu-
tion.

With witty banter flung across the spacious loft 
apartment, which at times echoes that of The Big 
Bang Theory, is bound to succeed. And with the 
main character predictably unpredictable there 
are undoubtedly many more mishaps and adven-
tures to come.

The cast, most of whom are relatively unknown, 

work incredibly well together. The character of 
Schmidt is so irritating and cringeworthy but 
somehow you really can’t help but love him. And 
Winston’s desperation to find a job, even con-
templating becoming a professional wedding 
usher is something we can all relate to.

Some might find the script pretentious but this 
is a comedy of an acquired taste. Likewise, if you 
don’t enjoy quirkiness for the sake of quirki-
ness then you’re going to hate most of Zooey 
Deschanel’s work and would probably do best to 
give her band a miss too.

Review
Stefanie Pryke Film Editor 

Who’s that girl... It’s Jess!         
                    Picture: Channel 4
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Macrobert Listings 

Charles Dickens: bicentennial man 
Literature News
Anna Jordan Arts Editor 

Nations worldwide celebrate Dickens           Picture:lordalton.wordpress.com

Theatre Review
Catriona Keddie  Arts Editor

Out of Africa and into London: The Lion King

London’s Lyceum Theatre has 
been home to the stage produc-
tion of The Lion King for twelve 
years and they have produced 

over five thousand shows. Last Satur-
day, I gained access to this theatre spec-
tacle (tickets courtesy of my dad).

The Lyceum Theatre is situated in 
Covent Garden, in the heart of London’s 
West End. It towers over the pedestri-
ans queuing down in the street and is in 
the impressive style of a Roman theatre. 
Even the initial style of the building sets 
the scene for what is to come inside.

Tickets are carefully guarded and I had 
to produce a booking reference and a 
photo ID to get them. There were door-
men everywhere. This could have been 
a GaGa venue. Once inside, photos were 
strictly forbidden. On two occasions I 
saw doormen scurry down the stairs 
and shine a light in the photographing 
offenders face. The place was on lock-
down.

Once inside and in my seat, the an-
ticipation only heightened. Orange 
and gold lights flooded the curtain and 
tribal art covered it as it hid the carefully 
guarded stage behind. A real ambience 
was set and the crowd lapped it up.

Retelling Shakespeare’s Hamlet, this 
production hauls Disney’s classic off the 
screen and into the playhouse. 

The animals are created from cos-
tumes that surround the actors; ante-
lopes were attached with wooden poles 
that moved with the performer, and gi-
raffes moved around on stilts; and the 
company moved in traditional African 
dance. All set the scene to tell the story.

The costumes of the lions were amaz-
ing. Massive lion face masks were at-
tached to flamboyant manes and head-
pieces and they moved in the same 
way. Scar’s skulking stole the show over 
his lion counterparts. The creation of 
Simba’s posse, Timon and Pumba, was 
equally cool. ZaZu came alive through 

a puppet affixed to an enthusiastic and 
suit clad actor. His performance was an-
other great one in the show. 

I was initially a little afraid that the 
show wouldn’t live up to the cartoon. A 
stupid fear, I admit, but as a die hard fan 
of one of Disney’s best, having grown up 
with it, the idea that it wouldn’t be as 
great niggled in the back of mind. This 

fear was pushed out the moment the 
music started and the sun rose out of the 
stage. This was an amazing production 
of lights, colours, songs and dance.

In short, if you get the chance to see 
this show, do it. I would probably urge 
you to do so. Now, we can only hope that 
the Lyceum decides to take this produc-
tion to the rest of the UK.

What’s coming up soon: 

Edinburgh Playhouse: Sarah Millican- Thoroughly Modern Millican: 2nd-3rd 
March 

Glasgow King’s Theatre: Spamalot: 12th-17th March

National Portrait Gallery, Edinburgh: Hot Scots: Running until April 1st

Edinburgh Festival Theatre: Jay and Silent Bob get Old: 19th February

Pitlochry Festival Theatre: Swan Lake: 25th February

Glasgow Film Festival: 16th -26th February

Art News

Duchess of Cornwall visited the Dickens 
museum and attended a wreath-laying 
ceremony at Westminster Abbey which 
included readings from actor Ralph Fi-
ennes and author Claire Tomalin.
The bicentennial celebrations marked 
the start of two longer term projects in-
spired by the novelist. 

‘What the Dickens?’ is an educational-
programme developed by the Author’s 
Licensing and Collecting Society (ALCS) 
and the National Schools Partnership. 
The resource-based programme pro-
motes creative writing in schools whilst 
teaching Key Stage 2-Key Stage 3 level 
students about the importance of copy-
righting their work which Dickens was a 
passionate advocate for.
What the Dickens? launched at a recep-
tion in the House of Commons where 
Dickens once worked as a Hansard re-
porter. The evening was hosted by Jim 
Dowd MP.
The course is supported by the Charles 
Dickens Museum. Dr Florian Schweizer, 
director of the museum, comments: 
“This is a terrific resource for teachers 

to use with young people in schools. The 
Dickens 2012 celebrations encompass a 
wide range of events and activities to 
commemorate the bicentenary, and we 
are delighted that this educational re-
source 
from ALCS and the National Schools 
Partnership forms part of that pro-
gramme”.
Design company KentLyons have re-
leased the first of six editions of a Dick-
ens-based newspaper and app, the cur-
rent edition is centred around his essay 
“Night Walks”.
 KentLyons ensured that the paper 
would honour the writing’s original 
format. Noel Lyons said of the original 
journals:  
“[They] were printed on thin, acidic pa-
per, a lot like news print, about the size 
of an iPad (the size was Quad Crown, for 
paper size nerds), so we figured the two 
modern equivalents would be a news-
paper and an iPad version. We were in-
terested in how the reading experience 
changes when it's not in the book form 
we've become accustomed to and the 
Dickens Papers is an attempt to explore 
this.” 
When asked whether he thought peo-
ple were reading less nowadays, he said 
“there has always been a huge appetite 
for books, and that seems to be con-
stant.  The format may change, but peo-
ple read about the same amount.”
The first Dickens app shows extra fea-
tures when you flip the iPad on its side, 
such as a recreation of the night walk, 

displaying images of London as it looks 
in 2012.
The app is currently available from the 
Apple app store.
Publishing company Penguin Books 
have carried out a poll on the nation’s 
favourite Dickens character and the re-
sults show that Ebenezer Scrooge of A 
Christmas Carol  came out on top.
Dickens created a range of classic works; 
and with that came a plethora of classic 
quotations. 
Such favourites include; “it was the best 
of times, it was the worst of times”; “no 
one is useless in this world who lightens 
the burden of it to anyone else” and “vic-
es are sometimes only virtues carried to 
excess!”
KentLyons revealed a couple of their 

favourites too: “there is a wisdom 
of the head, and a wisdom of the heart” 
and (perhaps a little cynically) “if 
there were no bad people there would 
be no good lawyers”.
There are celebrations and events all 
year round, including a special exhibit 
at the Charles Dickens Museum, featur-
ing recreations of Victorian London and 
manuscripts from David Copperfield 
and Bleak House, hand-written by the 
author himself.
Details of the rest of the year’s events 
can be found at www.dickens2012.com 
and don’t forget to visit www.brignews-
paper.com to let us know which of Dick-
ens’ works are your favourites.

Tuesday, February 7 saw the 
200th anniversary of author 
Charles Dickens’ birth. 
To celebrate his bi-centenary, 

events took place across the globe as 
part of a year-long celebration. Dickens 
was famous for his vivid imagery, com-
pelling plotlines and a style of writing 
that has stood the test of time. 
Here’s a look at some of the festivities.
The British Council organised a global 
read-a-thon with a total of 24 countries 
participating.
The event kicked off in Australia with a 
reading from Dombey and Son, moving 
on to Nicholas Nickleby in South Korea, 
A Christmas Carol in Kazakhstan, The 
Cricket on the Hearth’ in Syria, Oliver 
Twist in India and finishing with The 
Mystery of Edwin Drood in UAE. The 
read-a-thon was split in the middle with 
a half-time show hosted by the British 
Film Institute in Southbank.  The whole 
event was followed by many on Twitter 
via @BritishCouncil.
Alongside the readings, adaptations of 
Dickens’ work were screened in Bangla-
desh, Italy, India, Nigeria and Macedo-
nia.
Closer to home, Southbank also hosted 
Dickens in London: an interactive, mul-
ti-media event featuring a fusion of film 
and spoken word to create an autobio-
graphical account of the writer.
Meanwhile, the Prince of Wales and 

“No one is useless 
in this world who 
lightens the 
burden of it to 
anyone else”

An Appointment with the Wickerman: Fri 17th February, 7:30pm

Even the Rain: Fri 17th February

Margin Call: Sat 18th - Wed 22nd February

Shame: Sat 18th - Sun 19th February

The Darkest Hour: Sat 18th - Sun 19th February

A Useful Life: Wed 22nd - Thurs 23rd February (subtitled)

P U S H: Thurs 23rd February, 7:30pm

The Attic: Fri 24th February, 11:30am

Coriolanus: Fri 24th - Wed 29th February

J. Edgar: Sat 25th February

U. Dance 2012- Scottish Platform Event: Sat 25th February, 7:30pm

A Monster in Paris: Sat 26th - Sun 26th February

Scottish National Jazz Orchestra: Sun 26th February, 7:30pm

Forth Valley Schools Dance Competition: Thurs 1st March, 7:30pm

The Sound of Music: Mon 5th March, 7:30pm

Stirling Gang Show: Wed 14th March, 7:30pm 

Scar and Simba do battle              Picture: dosomethingdifferent.com

The beautifully depicted African setting.              Picture: ticketarium.com

Arts Editor Catriona Keddie 
visits the Lyceum Theatre in 
London to see the 
spectacular event.
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TICKETS WWW.MACROBERT.ORG
BOX OFFICE 01786 466666

£1 CINEMA TICKET
Did you know you have a cinema right on your doorstep which offers you:

* Blockbusters
* The best of British cinema
* Hard hitting documentaries
* Classic cinema
* Special events
* Foreign language

And so much more and all for a lot less than other cinemas out there. So, grab a beer and
some munchies at the bar and watch a movie on the big screen. We are right next door to the

entrance to the atrium!
*£1 ticket deal available until Sunday 26th February, student card must be shown upon purchase.

£1 CINEMA TICKET
VOUCHER

Please cut out this voucher an produce on arrival.
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Anonymity on the internet is 
probably best described as a 
double-edged sword. On the 
one hand it allows for freedom 

of expression, which manifested itself 
most prominently during last year’s 
Arab spring. Protestors were allowed to 
get information about the cruelty they 
were suffering to the outside world us-
ing blogs and other forms of social me-
dia, when the mobile networks provid-
ers shut off their service to their country. 
Shame on you Vodafone. Anonymity, 
however, has been abused by some and 
has developed into what is known as 
Trolling. 

Most trolling happens on websites like 
YouTube and Newgrounds where some 
of the most creative content on the in-
ternet is posted. When a new artist is 
beginning to establish themselves on 
one of these sites you can imagine how 
disheartening and destructive the sud-
den decent of trolls on their work can be. 
So, you can see why YouTube has given 
these users the ability to disable com-
ments on their work. But is this really 
the best solution for a new artist looking 
to gather constructive criticism about 
their work? 

The reason why trolling can happen, is 
because there are no social consequenc-
es for the poster in their real world so-
cial circle and therefore they can begin 
to say anything they desire, no matter 
how racist, homophobic, or bigoted it 
maybe. To solve this problem then there 
needs to be a greater social investment 
in what people say online, which would 
stop someone posting something that 
they would not say in a normal conver-
sation with friends or family. This sys-
tem would be a self-policing one where 
what is acceptable to say depends not on 
a company’s terms of use, but on how 
your friends would react if they heard 
you saying it in real life.

A growing trend on most website to 
in some ways combat trolling is an in-
crease in Facebook integration, even 
going so far as to have their users com-
ment using their real identities and 
having those comments show up on the 
commenters Facebook profile. Several 
gaming websites like The Escapist and 
IGN have begun to implement these 
into their comments sections, and to 
good effect. Hopefully, in the future so-
cial media will be able to prevent trolling 
altogether. 

        
           Jamie Wright

The Best and Worst Games of 2011
This year has begun with 

exactly zero releases of 
any note, so before you 
start digging into King-

doms of Amalur: Reckoning and 
Mass Effect 3 we thought it would 
be a good idea to take a look at 
what you may have missed out on 
from last year, so we are going to 
show you what is and isnt worth 
having a look at from last years re-
lease calender.

Most Disappointing Game 
Assassin’s creed: Revela-
tions
Runners up – Dragon age 2, Red 
faction Armageddon 

Disappointment is usually a very hard 
thing to classify. One person’s expecta-
tions for a game may not be the same as 
another’s, but what can be measured is 
how a game matches up to the previous 
entries in its own series and Revelations, 
when compared to its predecessors, is 
nothing but a disappointment. With no 
fewer than six developers on this instal-
ment, the experience felt vision-less, 
with the two major gameplay additions, 
tower defence and bomb making, be-
ing more of an annoyance than any fun. 
Also suffering from the quick turna-
round was the graphical quality which 
was at best grainy and at worst ugly. We 
sincerely hope Ubisoft take a break from 
the Assassin’s Creed series for a year or 
two  before they run it into the ground, 
but we doubt it.

Most Underappreciated 
Game – Witcher 2
Runners Up – Frozen synapse, 
Rayman: Origins
The most underappreciated game is the 
one that we thought was amazing and 
deserves to be seen but was, for some 
reason or another, over looked. This 
year that game is The Witcher 2. 

Brought to us by the Polish developers 
CD Project Red, it is a dark fantasy story 
that has some of the best combat and 
aesthetic design we have ever seen, this 
game is smooth. However the reason we 
think this game is a cut above the rest is 
because of its story. It has probably the 

best well realised branching storylines 
ever with the whole second chapter of 
the game taking place in a different lo-
cation, with separate quests and charac-
ters depending on your choices during 
the first chapter. And don’t think those 
choices will be a binary good or evil 
choices like in Mass Effect or Infamous 
though, you will aganise over these ones. 
Sadly the probable reason for its obscu-
rity was the fact that it only came out on 
the PC, but have no fear you will be able 
to get the “Enhanced” edition for the 
Xbox this May, and trust us this is one 
you will be missing out on if you miss it.

Best Download Only 
Bastion
Runners Up – Magicka, Iron 
Brigade
Download only is for the smaller or 
indie games that we love to tell you 
about every month, and Bastion may be 
one of the greatest downloadable games 
ever. If we gave you three runners up 
for the game of the year this game 
would be the fourth and for a download 
game that is impresive. 

Bastion charmed us first with its mul-
ti-coloured broken world a mix between 
a stained glass window and a watercol-

our painting. Then with the naration 
from “the Stranger” one-everything we 
did, which gave the story a feel like no 
other game we know of. Finally we all 
replayed it a second time in new game 
plus because of how well it controlled 
and we wanted to try out that weapon 
we never used the first time. Bastion is 
now on Chrome, the web browser, so 
nobody has an excuse not to play it.

Best Game of 2011 – The 
Elder Scrolls V: Skyrim
Runners Up – Portal 2, Batman: 
Arkham City
We never reviewed Skyrim at Brig 
because, to be honest, if you have any 
interest in games and tech, which we 
sincerlly hope you do, then you have 
already gone out and bought this or at 
least been given it for Christmas, but we 
had to give it our Game of the Year. At 
this point, Skyrim has moved well and 
truly into the public consciousness with 
people from all walks of life playing 
and enjoying it. Talking about Skyrim 
has become one of our favourite pass 
times and this is why it deserves to be 
the number one of this year, and with 
the mod creators kit and steamworks 
application coming to the PC version by 
the time this edition is in print,  we are 
certain it will 2012’s game of 2011. Its 
ability to get everyone talking about it 
has turned it into an amazing commu-
nity experience because everybody has 
a tale to tell about giants, dragons and 
sweet rolls.     Jamie Wright

A typical internet users experience with a troll         Source : Giantbomb.

Taming a Troll

In the last few decades we have seen 
the advancement and decline, the 
success and failures, of many differ-
ent forms of media storage. “Wow!” 

I hear you say, “Nice way to open a bor-
ing article.” You are mistaken. This arti-
cle is going to discuss the advancement 
of the technological industry in a form 
which may pass us by every day with-
out much notice but which nevertheless 
supports the entire industry. 

Storage mediums come in the form of 
CDs, DVDs, Blu-Rays, minidisks, cas-
settes, VCRs, MP3s, MP4s, paper and 
pen, stone tablets, the list goes on and 
on further back until you get to the Ne-
anderthal carving into the wall of a cave 
while his tribe sit and discuss the daily 
kill around the fire. All of these are in-
genious ways in which different forms of 
information have been stored through-
out the years and I like to think is one 
of Humanities greatest achievements. 
Yep, that’s right, storage. In this article 
in particular, Music Storage.

None of these more modern modes of 
information have approached the spec-
tacular heights which the sci-fi films 
have promised. The utopian future of 
films such as Minority report, waving 
hands and full immersive 3D fantasy are 
still lacking in our everyday lives. The 
super-intelligent and interactive Artifi-
cial Intelligence of TRON or I-Robot is 
still simply beyond our understanding 
to create. All these future “advances” 
still to come would rely on an almost 
unimaginable space. Scientists say the 
memory capacity of the brain is around 
2.5 petabytes, that’s 2.5 million giga-

bytes. To put it a different way, if every 
byte was a large atom (about 0.5 na-
nometres across) it would stretch over 
14 thousand kilometres. That’s further 
than going from Stirling to New Zealand 
in a straight line.

In 1987, the CD first came onto the 
scene, allowing a new wave of music 
storage to sweep across the world and 
by the end of the 90’s it was the num-
ber one form of music storage replacing 
the audiocassette. It had also replaced 
the Floppy-disk in data storage and 
had increased the storage:space ratio 
exponentially. Since that time the MP3 
has stormed onto the scene like a prize 
stallion at the donkey races. It boasts 
a streamlined method of compression 
adaptable to CD format as well as being 
available over the internet. Why. there-
fore, have CDs not simply fallen into the 
downward spiral and defeat that con-
quered the audio cassette in the 1990s? 
The answer is simple. It is that CDs, like 
books, will always be preferable to the 
fully digital storage until that storage 

is as material and tactile as the humble 
CD.

Humans as a culture, from the first 
men to the newest suits in the govern-
ment, have always been material crea-
tures. No matter how moral they are, 
how humble, humans like to show off. 
We like to get our friends round and 
show them our catch. The MP3 while 
you can share it, bring it to parties and 
“like” it on Facebook, an MP3 cannot be 
mounted on the wall like your favourite 
LP from the 70s or be passed from per-
son to person in school while the next in 
line waits tensely for days waiting his/
her turn to stick it in their hi-fi. There 
will always be the demand for a physi-
cal storage medium such as the CD until 
something completely new is invented, 
it’s here to stay. So go out, buy a CD, 
sure stick it on your MP3 as well but 
always remember the CD is yours, it’s 
yours forever and can’t be taken away 
from you by the click of a button.

                Joshua Thompson

Why digital 
download and 
MP3s still can’t 
get rid of CDs

We are wired to still use physical media, at least for the foreseeable 
future.             Source: Subvertednation.net

We think this picture highlights why we picked Skyrim as our Game of the Year       Source: superbwallpapers.com

American Senators abandon the SOPA and PIPA bills, funny cat videos thought too valuable to American economy • US movie streaming ser-
vice Netflix hits the UK, Stirling students have even less chance of handing in their dissertations • PS Vita launches on 22nd of February,  with 
games priced at £30 can it break Apple’s hold on the handheld market • New Resident Evil for consoles announced,  Resident Evil fan boys flip 
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Living in Scotland however, can cause 
problems for faux fur wearers. If you 
plan on wearing yours and are caught 
out by the rain, remember an umbrella 
and take good care of your garment as 
soon as you get home.

Fur carries a stylish 50’s glamour edge 
that will never be lost although be sure 
to avoid tacky mutations. The less is 
more rule can be applied to fur. Think 
of a fur Peter Pan collar if you daren’t 
daring enough for the full coat. Some 
styles, found on ASOS, come with a deli-
cate ribbon and will add just the right 
amount of class without the dreaded 
furry marshmallow look. Why not try 
vintage stores for real glamorous fur and 
take yourself back to the days when boys 
were gentleman and girls were ladies.                           

ASOS that cater to the needs of an eco-
friendly fiend. They currently stock a 
brand called Eco Boutique who creates a 
range of unisex t-shirts made with 100% 
organic cotton and are ethically made. 
This brand also has a website where the 
t-shirts are slightly cheaper than their 
ASOS counterparts.

But the world is slowly edging towards 
death, so by buying eco-friendly fashion 
we are merely torturing it... 

Tuesday, students get 15% off their pur-
chases so there’s no need to scrimp and 
save for the perfect outfit. To check how 
far our hard-earned (yeah, who are we 
kidding) cash will stretch, we set a lit-
tle task; we come in with £20 to spend, 
what do we go for? The answer? Go for 
the casual and simple look. Gemma says, 
“There’s lots of cute little tops and waist-
coats. They can be mixed with items you 
already own, to update the look or make 
your outfit a bit funkier.” 

“It’s always best to keep it simple: 
never dress in head-to-toe vintage,” we 
are warned. Very few people can pull off 
that look. Let’s face it, most of us would 
look less like Alexa Chung and more 
like we had run around the local Ox-
fam, arms flailing, covered in PrittStick. 
So, to all the stylish students out there, 
take a jaunt down to this cute little vin-
tage store. It plays home to all the items 
needed to create sartorial perfection, 
whether it be for the numerous Christ-
mas nights out to come, or simply to 
update your wardrobe with some glitzy, 
original pieces. But you’ll have to beat 
the Brig Fashion team to it. 

Email: Fashion@brignewspaper.com
Fashion Editor: Nicola Smithwww.brignewspaper.com FASHION
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It has been said that a man does not 
buy his wife a fur coat to keep her 
warm, but to keep her pleasant.
Much to my personal joy, faux fur 

is in again. Faux fur is perhaps one of 
the cosiest fabrics to wear during the 
winter months and we have a plethora 
of choice. 
We high street shoppers are no longer 
limited to the conventional jacket as 
there are a huge range of scarfs, hats, 
bags, gloves and gilets to choose from. 
There’s also  a great choice of colour 
ranging from burgundy to blue, pink, 
purple, teal, brown, black, leopard print, 
dalmatian print, white and lilac, to name 
but a few of course.  

You’ll notice most stores have begun 
selling faux fur jackets but I’ve noticed 
TK Maxx and New Look house the 
best, especially if you are looking for 
something slightly different. I’ve found 
myself lusting over a teal green num-
ber from TK Maxx.  It was one of those 
moments where you walk past the shop 
window and you find yourself draw-
ing dangerously close to the wonderful 
automatic doors to Heaven. TK Maxx 
also has always been stocked full of the 
bargains but if, like myself, you’re highly 
tuned to Primark’s offerings you’ll find 
many other variations including a rich 
burgundy flavour.

The gilet appears to be a fashion staple 
not just for those Glasgow Uni types. A 
move from waterproof to faux fur has 
led to a sophisticated look adopted by 
many famous fashionistas including the 
flawless Olivia Palermo. 

Faux fur-ever

          Picture: Google Images

The vintage store, Ruby In The 
Dust, is certainly aptly named. 
A shining little beacon, hidden 
amongst the somewhat drab 

Stirling high street, the store has been 
open a little under six months but is 
already attracting local fashionista at-
tention. Owner, Gemma Cunningham, 
describes the store’s treasures as “Glam-
orous, but also wearable and afford-
able.” Packed with an array of different 
vintage items, the store is little bigger 
than most student’s living rooms. But 
attached next door is another delight. A 
cupcake shop named Ruby Cakes. What 
a delicious combination. So we popped 
down for a little chat. For the fashion, 
though, the cupcakes had nothing to do 
with it.

This blustery season we are to be in-
spired by the fashion of the 1940s and 
‘60s. So perhaps we should do one bet-
ter than just picking up our A/W staples 
from our local polyester pavilion, which 
is Primark. Instead let us adorn our-
selves in genuine, retro attire that will 
give us style-props-a-plenty. For those 
of you who consider yourself to be some-
what the vintage virgin, Gemma is there 

to give useful little hints and tips served 
up with a big smile. She says, “Never 
look at the label when shopping for vin-
tage clothes. Just pick up everything you 
love and try it on. The label may say size 
12, but the sizes vary when it comes to 
vintage.” Wise words, especially after 
perhaps one too many cupcakes. And 
there will be a lot to try. When look-
ing for these vintage goodies think like 
a magpie: go straight for the sparkle. 
Heavily sequined garments are usually 
very expensive when bought from the 
high street, but you can pick them up for 
a reasonable price from most good vin-
tage stores. Just be careful not to wear 
out your new sequins and beads when 
intoxicated. You’ll come home with 50% 
less sequins, than when you started. 

The items in the store have, without 
a doubt, been lovingly sourced. Sought 
out from markets, charity shops and 
fairs for more than 10 years, everything 
has been hand-picked, and there’s more 
to come. Gemma promises rails stuffed 
with new items every week. With more 
than 60 pairs of vintage Levi’s in her at-
tic, waiting to be laundered, us students 
are in for a treat. It gets better. Every 

Ruby In The Dust: A hidden gem on our high street

Alice HindsRummage through the rails, cupcake in hand                   Picture: Alice Hinds

February’s Best Dressed Students

It’s the 21st century, a time where 
we take our potato peelings to feed 
our chickens who in turn provide 
us with delicious, organic eggs. 

This is the eco-friendly world in which 
we live in, where every decision we 
make is affecting the slowly deteriorat-
ing planet. If you do not wish to be one 
of these green-fingered people or don’t 
keep up an eco-friendly life, you can al-
ways fall back on eco-fashion to help the 
environment.

You could always create your own fab-
rics from the finest and fair-trade mate-
rials you can find that are ecologically 
sound. And then with that fabric you can 
go on to design then produce the most 
wonderful garments that the world has 
ever set eyes on. Alternatively, you could 
just hunt out the best clothing that has 
the most positive effects on the environ-
ment, which happens to be extremely 
easy.

American brand Artfully Dishevelled 
provides a wide range of men’s acces-
sories that are not only fashionable but 

also add to your green lifestyle. Offering 
a variety of ties, bowties and squares for 
your favourite suit pocket, each with 
a unique pattern, the accessories will 
push your outfit above the rest. Howev-
er, as the materials used are reclaimed 
and recycled, each item could set you 
back a few dollars, $89 to be precise. If 
you are a super-green human being, this 
tie would be money well spent.

There’s also British brand People Tree 
to fulfil your eco-friendly fashion needs. 
This time you can spend your pounds, 
not dollars, on a wide range of products 
from t-shirts to trousers. The choices 
are endless to an extent, until you reach 
the end of the choices. The website also 
includes a designer section where, as 
you can expect, the products will be a 
bit more expensive. At the moment, the 
brand is promoting an environmentally 
friendly range “designed” by Emma 
Watson; you could maybe call it Hermi-
one Green-ger?

Generally you can also find sections 
or brands within popular websites like 

Ben Lennox

Eco-warriors take on fashion

Picture: Artfully Disheveled

Spring/summer 2011 saw the 
catwalks swept with flat shoes. 
From “flatforms” to sandals, 
we were spoiled for choice. 

But why? Where fashion houses usu-
ally dress their models in tapering heels, 
what caused the shift from high to low?
  Fashion mogul Karl Lagerfeld believes 
it is because “this is the way young wom-
en dress nowadays”. His Haute Couture 
show for Chanel earlier in the year in-
cluded t-shirts, slim trousers and flat 
shoes, giving a more relaxed and young 
feel to his show.
  However, during Balenciaga’s spring/ 
summer 2011 show it was the models
who had the say. In a report on vogue.
com, it appeared that top model Gisele 
Bundchen said no to wearing heels be-
cause she wasn’t sure if she could walk 
in them anymore. As a result, creative 
director, Nicholas Ghesquiere, sent 
his models down the runway wearing 
chunky flats. A trend that is reflected 
this season with styles such as “creep-

ers” and chunky boots.
  During rehearsals for his spring/ sum-
mer 2011 Lanvin catwalk show, Alber El-
baz also made a last minute decision to 
switch his heels for stylish flats because 
most of his models could not walk in the 
towering shoes. He said “If you don’t 
feel good in something, you don’t look 
good with it” when describing the pain 
he saw in his models faces. Renowned 
for creating clothes that make women 
look and feel amazing, Elbaz shifted his 
trend from pain to comfort.
  So with the “mannish” shoe storming 
this season’s catwalk, designers have 
kick-started fresh trends.  With brothel 
creepers making a come back and the 
classic brogue and loafers still on trend, 
autumn/winter looks set to stun. But 
what will you choose? Will you be chan-
nelling your inner punk and donning a 
pair of creepers or sticking to your
trusty platforms?

Put your flat foot forward

Terri Cluckie

Victoria McEwan

Name: Jake Rennison
Philiosophy and Religion

Jake says, “I like that clothes are 
a way to express your personality 

aesthetically.”

Name: Rachel Nedungadi
Science and Management of Business
Rachel says, “I love the character of 
vintage clothes and I love wearing my 

own designs.”
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A simple-but-cool Valentine’s menu for two

A simple risotto is updated with roasted  asparagus spears and 
succulent pan-fried sea bass                               Picture: Victoria Pease

Brig Food highlights some 
excellent online food writers 
to inspire you to get busy in 
the kitchen.

Joy the Baker
www.joythebaker.com

Joy’s website is a mish-mash of 
colour, cake and silly stories. Her food 
photography is outstanding, and even 
when she’s just using her iPhone, her 
pictures make you want to jump in the 
kitchen and have as much fun as she 
does. Plus she’s always helpful in the 
comments section, whether you have 
a baking query or want to know where 
her shoes are from. 

Shutterbean
www.shutterbean.com

Tracy of Shutterbean has a great tal-
ent in making salads and juices seem 
like more than just rabbit food. There’s 
no sad looking lettuce here, instead she 
gets creative with pulses, beans and 
cheeses to create filling, yet tasty, food. 
Plus, her eye for a good cocktail makes 
a regular visit to her blog a must, with 
mouth watering recipes like cucumber 
vodka; she will ensure your party goes 
off with a bang.

A Beautiful Mess
http://abeautifulmess.typepad.com/
my_weblog/

Technically a collection of everything 
from fashion to furniture, A Beautiful 
Mess has some great little recipes 

nestled between hints on photography, 
craft projects and outfit planning. 
Emma Chapman, the voice behind the 
food section, makes food fun and recent 
posts vary from shocking pink hot 
chocolate, nutella cookies and candy 
inspired cocktails.

What Katie Ate
http://whatkatieate.blogspot.com/

Australian Katie’s blog is full of seri-
ously professional photography and 
her creations are bold and beautiful. 
From fabulous pies, sexy scrapings of 
fruity granita and sumptuous cocktails, 
her photography brings her creations 
to life, and her styling gives her food 
a sense of grandeur and occasion. She 
also provides handy printable versions 
of her recipes, so you don’t need to read 
on a tiny smartphone screen in your 
kitchen.

The Boy Who Bakes
http://theboywhobakes.co.uk/

Edd Kimber, the first winner of BBC’s 
Great British Bake Off, has a real tal-
ent for baking and his macaroons are 
out of this world. Regularly running 
tutorials on the latter and with his 
first baking book on the shelves; Edd’s 
baking career has gone from strength 
to strength. Delve into his archives to 
find pretty little gingerbread houses, 
homemade marshmallows and a wealth 
of macaroon flavours. 

Victoria Pease
Food and Drink Editor

Five Of The Best...Food 
Bloggers

I like cupcakes as much as the next 
gal, but it’s the designing of the 
cupcake which excites me the most. 
I’ve always wanted to let myself go 

mad on a box of fondant icing and a pip-
ing bag but my mum always refused. 
She wanted plain cupcakes and nothing 
more. Snooze.

But now that I have my own kitchen, 
mixing bowl and a plethora of papercas-
es, what are the best ways to decorate, 
add flavour and a flair of flamboyant 
design to the humble cupcake? My most 
recent discovery is a flavoured soak, to 
give a subtle hint of flavour and pro-
duce a wonderfully moist sponge. I’ve 
always found the taste of lemon subtle 
enough, if used sparingly, to provide a 
zesty punch to your baking wares. I’ve 
researched how to make a soak and it’s 
fairly easy. Simply sugar, water and lem-
on juice. However, have you ever tried 
to boil sugar and water? It’s like lava, 
and best tackled with great caution and 
a hazmat suit. 

As an avid viewer of The Great Brit-
ish Bake Off, I remember one contest-
ant Miranda made a lemon soak for her 
cupcakes. All she used was lemon juice 
and icing sugar stirred together until 
smooth. This sounded far safer to me 
and the idea of icing sugar, to me, seems 
to provide a much lighter flavour. 

So put down the heat-proof gloves, 
remove your safety goggles and try this 
recipe for a brilliant cupcake recipe with 
a great zingy lemon flavour. Put that on 
your plate, mum, and eat it.

Here is my basic cupcake recipe:

115g of unsalted softened butter
115g of caster sugar
115g of self-raising flour
2 eggs
Vanilla 1 pod/teaspoon of extract (op-

tional)
Milk 1 tablespoon (optional)

Lemon soak recipe

2 large unwaxed lemons
4 tablespoons of icing sugar (You may 

need more or less depending on size of 
lemon)

1. Pre heat the oven to 190oC/170oC 
fan/ Gas Mark 5. Cream butter and 
sugar together with a hand mixer until 
light and fluffy and the sugar has almost 
dissolved. The mix will go from a yellow 
to a light, almost white colour.

2. Beat eggs together and add gradu-
ally to the mix a little at a time, whilst 
continually beating with a hand-mixer. 

3. Add flour gradually and fold in gen-
tly with a wooden spoon until all the 
flour has been incorporated. Do not beat 
the flour in as air has been created while 
creaming the butter and sugar and you 

Mini lemon 
cupcakes

A decadant Mocha Fondant is the perfect end to the meal
Picture: Victoria Pease

don’t want to knock it back out. Add the 
milk and/or vanilla here. 

4. Use two teaspoons to ease the mix-
ture into cases in a muffin tin. Be careful 
to make sure every cake is around the 
same size to ensure they rise evenly. 

5. Bake for around 8 minutes in the 
middle of the oven then turn the tray 
round and bake for a further 8 minutes 
to ensure an even rise. Remove from 
the oven once the cakes are golden and 
spring back when prodded.

6. Leave the cakes in the tin and while 
still slightly warm push a cocktail stick sev-
eral times into each cupcake. Spoon the soak 
mixture gently over the cupcakes and allow 
to seep through the holes. You’ll notice as 
the cakes are still warm the soak will turn 
into a syrup and will keep the cakes moist.

7. To finish, I used the excess soak and 
blended it with butter and icing sugar to 
make a lemon buttercream, and iced the tops 
of the cupcakes with a swirl from a piping 

bag.        

If the images of cuddly toys clutch-
ing over-stuffed hearts proclaiming 
“I Wuv Yhoo” turn your stomach, 
the idea of a pudding served in 

a heart-shaped ramekin fills you with 
dread, and cards with poetry so bad 
they make you want to dig out your 
high school Shakespeare sonnets, then 
you are probably normal. Take a breath 
of relief. Valentine’s Day isn’t all about 
grand gestures and empty pockets; it’s 
about showing you care for someone. 
And what better way to say it (no, not 
with flowers) but by cooking? 

You don’t have to be a loved-up couple: 
you could share this dinner with a friend 
and watch a gory horror film to blast 
away the pink, sugary hearts plastered 
everywhere.  Forget restaurants with 
their bumped-up Valentine’s menus 
with the aforementioned heart-shaped 
fare, dig out your apron and make some 
decadent food without the restaurant 
price tag. 

Treat your loved one with some pan-
fried sea bass, which goes beautifully 
with creamy asparagus risotto. Add a 
glass of crisp Pinot Grigio to comple-
ment the light flavours, but go dark for 
dessert. A nice rich Rioja will go per-
fectly with these gooey mocha fondants, 
which cooked just right, will have an 
oozy centre that will give you a great 
contrast of textures for your Valentine’s 
meal. 

Pan Fried Sea Bass with 
Asparagus Risotto 

You Will Need

3 tbsp of olive oil
1 white onion, chopped
1 garlic clove, finely chopped
150g Arborio risotto rice
100ml white wine (optional)
1 pint of chicken or vegetable stock
1 small pack of asparagus
2 fillets of sea bass
Salt and pepper
A handful of finely grated parmesan
A small knob of butter
A squeeze of lemon (optional)

1. Heat a large pan on a medium heat. 
Slowly sweat the onion in 1 tbsp of the 
oil for 10 minutes. Add the garlic and 
cook for 1 minute. Add the risotto rice 
and cook for 2 minutes. Add the wine if 
using and cook until absorbed.

2. Meanwhile, on a baking tray, drizzle 
the asparagus with the remaining olive 
oil. Season and put to one side. Preheat 
the oven to 180oC fan oven/200oC/gas 
mark 4.

3. Begin adding the stock to the rice a 
glug at a time. Once the liquid has ab-
sorbed, add another until all the stock 
has been used. Keep tasting the rice as 
it cooks. Once the rice has been cooking 
for 10 minutes, place the asparagus in 
the oven for 7 minutes. 

4. On a chopping board, score the skin 
of the sea bass with a sharp knife and 
drizzle with one tablespoon of oil and 
season well. Place a large frying pan over 

a high heat and once hot, place the fish 
skin side down and cook for 2 minutes. 
Flip over and cook for a remaining 1 
minute and then remove from the heat.

5. Once the asparagus has cooked, 
roughly chop half and stir into the risot-
to. Add the parmesan, butter and lemon. 
Taste and season if necessary. Divide the 
risotto between two plates and place a 
fillet of sea bass on top. Garnish with the 
remaining stalks of asparagus, a twist of 
black pepper and a drizzle of olive oil. 

Mocha Fondants

Adapted from Good Food

You Will Need

1 teaspoon instant coffee powder

50g 70% cocoa solids dark chocolate
50g softened unsalted butter, with a         

little extra for greasing

2 eggs
70g caster sugar
25g plain flour
Vanilla ice cream or cream to serve

Tip: You will also need two ramekins 
or pudding moulds to serve. As these 
are usually sold in packs of two, you 
can put the remaining mix in a mug 
and bake in that, reheating in the mi-
crowave the next day

1. Preheat the oven to 200oC/Gas 
Mark 6/180oC fan. Butter the two ram-
ekins and a small mug and place on a 
baking sheet. In a separate mug, dis-
solve the coffee with 1 teaspoon of boil-
ing water.

2. Place a small saucepan of water on 
to a medium heat. Once simmering, 
place a bowl on top, careful not to let the 
bowl touch the water. Break up the 

chocolate and add to the bowl alongside 
the butter, and melt slowly.

3. Using a hand mixer, beat the eggs 
and the sugar together until thick and 
tripled in volume. Once thickened, add 
the coffee, chocolate and butter and beat 
until combined. Add the flour and beat 
once more until just combined. Be care-
ful not to over mix.

4. Pour the batter into the ramekins 
and mug, leaving a little space at the top 
of each for the fondants to rise. Bake in 
the oven for 8-9 minutes and then re-
move from the oven. Leave to cool for 
5 minutes and then carefully turn out 
onto a plate. If it needs a little help, use 
a sharp knife to carefully go round the 
edges of the ramekin and try to turn out 
again. Serve with cream or ice cream.

Victoria Pease
Food and Drink Editor

 A recipe for seriously lemony cupcakes                     Picture: Nicola Smith                                                           

Nicola Smith
Fashion Editor
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Have you ever asked yourself 
what happened to the phi-
losophers, writers and film 
directors who made us think 

rather than laugh at cheap jokes, or the 
politicians who were elected because of 
ideology rather than personality? I ask 
myself this all the time, and a few weeks 
ago the answer came to me.
 Remember Y2K, when we were told 
that computers around the globe would 
crash, shops would be forced to shut, 
and it would, effectively, be the end of 
the world as we knew it? The truth is, 
the crash did happen, but not in com-
puters or technology; it happened in our 
brains. The intelligence that we humans 
liked to boast about to the other ani-
mals (‘Hey, horse! Horse! Did you actu-
ally believe that Robert Redford was a 
“horse whisperer”? Ha! You’re so stu-
pid!’) became like a dormant gene, still 
there but not being used to its full po-
tential. If you look closely at individual 
people you can still see it, hiding there. 
As a whole, though, society has become 
this enormous mass of contented sheep.
 The change was subtle and slow enough 
that we didn’t realise it at first. TV had 
paved the way for what was to come 
next; reality shows had already been 
more or less accepted as valid forms of 
entertainment, and our brains were al-
ready getting soft and sleepy from lack 
of use. This allowed us to continue con-
suming expensive things we don’t need, 
and the internet did the rest.
 A few years ago, we started using so-
cial networking sites and thought they 
were the best thing ever. Now, in 2012, 
stupidity is everywhere. Some might 
argue that it was always there and that 

all the media has done is reveal it, giv-
ing a voice to those who have nothing 
more interesting to say than “If I could 
be anything, I’d want to be Jordan.” But 
for those of us who are old enough to 
have witnessed the changes in modern 
society, I think it’s fair to say that things 
weren’t always like this. We’ve reached 
a level of general apathy and condition-
ing propagated by the mass media that I 
don’t believe we’ve ever seen before. 
 At this point, you’re probably think-
ing that what I’m saying is a little harsh 
or that it’s complete nonsense. You’re 
thinking, “What about all the students, 
at university, learning things, getting a 
higher education?” You’re not entirely 
wrong; if you look closely, though, stu-
dents own smart phones, and they have 
Facebook and Twitter accounts where 
they’re constantly posting status up-
dates like “generic comment about the 
weather” for the sole purpose of appear-
ing smart to their friends by not being 
one those people who post things about 
the weather, and yet are still posting 
about the weather.
 Or they open a Twitter account and post 
about that on Facebook so people will 
“follow” them, while acting nonchalant 
like it’s not a big deal when, really, they 
want people to follow them and read all 
the super intelligent things they have to 
say, and then they can feel important 
and popular. And then, when they watch 
something like Charlie Brooker’s Black 

Mirror, a satire of Twitter and social 
networking sites in general, they imme-
diately log into Facebook to write about 
how amazing it is.
 But social networking isn’t the only 
proof of this century’s lack of critical 
thinking. Look at what we’re given as 
entertainment. Just the other week, I 
felt like watching some TV, as you do 
sometimes on a rainy Sunday afternoon. 
I went on BBC iPlayer, where Don’t Tell 
the Bride, Snog, Marry, Avoid? and To-
tal Wipeout were among the best choic-
es. I watched an episode of Don’t Tell the 
Bride out of curiosity. It was an incred-
ibly stereotypical portrayal of men and 
women, with the groom wanting break-
dancers at the wedding and the bride 
saying things like, “Every girl wants to 
feel like a princess.” I think I speak for 
many girls when I say that no, we don’t. 
And if you do, then you’re probably not 
liking this article very much right now. 
This entire programme reduced Brit-
ain to stereotypes, and the notion that 
a decent wedding has to cost at least 
£12,000.
 And then there are the clones. You’ve 
seen them when you’ve been in Dusk 
or Fubar: girls, all oranged-up, wearing 
ridiculously short dresses and so much 
make-up you can’t even tell if they’re 
pretty or not. This has become such a 
catastrophe that we now have TV pro-
grammes like Snog Marry Avoid? to 
teach them not to do that to themselves.

 This phenomenon has also affected 
politicians who care more about their 
image than actual policies, thinking, 
like French President Sarkozy’s son, 
that appearing on TV with short hair 
and glasses that you probably don’t even 
need makes you look respectable and 
reliable, even though you’re a 23-year-
old currently repeating your first year of 
law school for the third time and your 
only  political achievements are of your 

father’s making. Talk about dumbing 
down politics.
 Have we lost our intelligence for good, 
or is there still hope for modern society? 
I’d very much like to think that there are 
still people out there capable of critical 
thought; I’d like to think I know some 
of them. Let’s hope that they can inspire 
others to do the same, and that our cul-
ture can reclaim some of its former de-
cency and thoughtfulness.

Over the break, I got a job work-
ing on the Christmas post. At 
the beginning of each shift I’d 
take a crate of letters, set my-

self in front of a frame of pigeonholes, 
and stick each letter in the right hole ac-
cording to its postcode. Then I’d go for 
another crate. You got the chance to talk 
to the people working next to you, and 
sometimes you’d be moved to another 
area of the sorting office, but most of 
the time it was just this endless picking 
up and putting down of letters. Some 

of my co-workers described the job as 
the most boring thing they’d ever done, 
while others talked about how it put 
them in an almost Zen-like state. At the 
outset, I was a firm defender of this first 
position, but as time went on I started to 
agree with the second more and more.
 The nature of the work required you 
to pay just enough attention on what 
you were doing to make sure you didn’t 
mix your Fife and Centrals up with your 
Perthshire and Dundees (just imagine 
the consequences), but you didn’t need 
to be so tuned-in that you were kept 
from dwelling on other things. With my 
body fixed into this rhythm of sorting, 
my mind could take a step back; how-
ever, rather than focusing on anything 

productive or relevant, like the state of 
the world or any immediate personal 
problems, I found that when given any 
freedom my thoughts preferred to think 
about themselves, tying themselves into 
knots, self-reflecting like a hall of mir-
rors. Alongside learning the maximum 
weight limit for a sack of post, and what 
happens to all the letters children send 
to Santa, and that Newcastleton has the 
same area code as Hawick, the job also 
helped me learn a bit about how my 
mind works.
 For instance, I found out that some-
where, probably in its attic among some 
old books and musty linen, the human 
brain has a number of strategies for 
dealing with boredom. My shifts were 

eight hours long, which seemed at first 
an inconceivable length of time to be 
stuck performing the same movements 
over and over. As far as I was concerned, 
fire-fighters, doctors and soldiers had 
it easy compared to what I’d have to 
face. When I started working, though, I 
watched as my brain began cutting the 
time up into manageable chunks, decid-
ing, for example, that I’d work on my 
feet for the next ten minutes, then sit for 
ten. Or else I’d only allow myself to look 
at the clock when I’d sorted fifty more 
letters, and so on. This way, rather than 
one long shift, I felt like I only had to 
work lots of short ones, and this way the 
work became easier and a lot more fun.
 This pursuit of “fun” showed me an-
other way that the brain copes with rep-
etition and tedium, in its tireless ability 
to make the most mind-numbing task 
seem exciting, or at least distracting. It 
would turn the work into some kind of 
game, so I wasn’t stacking parcels but 
Tetris blocks, and instead of some anon-
ymous helper elf moving Christmas 
cards around I was a genius wartime 
decrypter trying to make sense of the 
enemy’s secret codes, wondering what 
the devil those blighted Jerries meant 
by “FK15”. (FK15 meant Dunblane.) It 
was a bit like when you’re looking after 
children and are desperate to keep them 
from getting bored, so every stick turns 
into a gun and every cupboard becomes 
a lair of goblins. That’s what I learned 
about thoughts: they’re just like a bunch 
of wheedling kids, with chocolate up 
their noses, always on the verge of soil-
ing themselves.
 However, while I was having all this 
fun checking stamps and memorising 
postcodes, I started losing touch with 
the kinds of things that everyone else 
finds interesting. While my friends and 
family were busy with relationships and 

drama and gossip and self-improve-
ment, I could feel my idea of what was 
worthwhile becoming slowly distorted, 
until the most interesting thing I had 
to tell people was something like, “Did 
you know that even though Cockburns-
path is in the Borders it still goes to the 
same place as the Dunbar post, in the 
Lothians?” If nothing else, then, the job 
gave me a few new pickup lines. But it 
also showed me, if I didn’t already know, 
that the mind can adapt itself so that 
what it’s immediately occupied with be-
comes the most important thing in the 
world, even if this means postcodes and 
county divisions.
 It has become a cliché to say that your 
time at niversity makes up some of the 
best years of your life; it’s a time for be-
coming enlightened, finding direction, 
stimulating your mind and body, and 
taking in as many experiences as you 
can. By contrast, this so-called “mind-
less” work I ended up doing for the 
Christmas post is usually considered 
the opposite; it’s deadening, something 
to grit your teeth against and endure in 
whatever desperate way you can. When 
I did it, though, I ended up thinking the 
work was just as valuable as the stuff I’d 
been learning at university. Whereas I’d 
come to think that my degree involved 
nothing more than noodling about with 
abstractions and juggling words around, 
the job gave me a clear, physical goal: 
to get the letter in the right slot, and to 
keep doing it. It forced me into a situ-
ation where I couldn’t procrastinate or 
feel sorry for myself for not getting any-
thing done, it has taught me a thing or 
three about what goes on in the space 
between my ears. And, if that wasn’t 
enough, it gave me the ideal audience 
for telling my joke about how my initials 
(S.A.E) are the exact same as those for a 
Self-Addressed Envelope.

Elsa Andre
Politics Editor

Lost in the post: Sorting yourself out
Simon Ewing
Opinion Editor
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Wait, when did everyone turn stupid?

Picture: blogs.coventrytelegraph.net

“We’ve reached a level of general 
apathy and conditioning propagated 
by the mass media that I don’t be-
lieve we’ve ever seen before.”
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During the holidays, some con-
troversy arose from employers 
disciplining their workers for 
comments they had posted on 

Facebook. Examples of this include the 
firing of 5 employees working for His-
panics United of Buffalo, a non-profit 
company in America, and the UK Apple 
employee, Samuel Crisp, who was not 
given his job back.
 Our activity on the internet is often 
described as our “virtual life”; this cov-
ers everything from buying products 
on Amazon to updating our Facebook 
profiles. It’s a phrase that suggests our 
actions on these sites don’t matter, 
and are somehow less real than our ac-
tual touchy-feely lives, as though they 
amount to nothing more that some kind 
of online game. 
 However, this way of thinking is wrong. 
Our actions on the internet can be just 
as significant as our everyday actions; 
they are visible to anyone who cares to 
look, and don’t go away after a week. I’m 
one of those people who, if I’m a dick to 
you on a night out, will text an apology 
and avoid you for two weeks. If I abuse 
you online, though it will always be 
there for you to bring up in future argu-
ments about how shit I am as a friend, 
or just there as a reminder of that fact.
 People seem to think that what you say 
in your Facebook status is somehow 
private and that no one has any right to 
be offended by your “private” thoughts. 
This is the source of objections from 
employees about the unfairness of their 
sudden unemployment. Imagine the de-
fence of an employee who has called his 
or her boss an asshole and has made it 
public that they hated their job: “It was 

only a Facebook status”. They’ve just 
made it clear that they think it doesn’t 
matter that their virtual self has just de-
clared to hundreds of people, including 
their boss, that they hate their job and 
their boss. That they then become upset 
when their now ex-boss relieves them 
of the duty to go to this place they hate 
proves how idiotic they are.

 
Some employees have been given their 
job back because they were merely dis-
cussing work conditions in a group set-
ting; this is totally cool, while bitching 
about your work isn’t. So if you want 
to vent a little, make sure you have a 
few co-workers on Facebook who can 
contribute to the discussion, and don’t 
go overboard. However, any Apple em-
ployees out there should know that this 
doesn’t apply to them. Apple has an ex-
tremely strict privacy policy, any viola-
tion of which will leave you out on your 
ass, and good riddance. All hail Apple.
 This demonstrates why the term “vir-
tual life” is a bad one, because your vir-
tual actions have very real consequences 
in “the real world”. Every time you do 
something dickish on the internet you 
are basically doing it in front of the 
whole world, and that includes whoever 
it was aimed at.

 Facebook has also stirred controver-
sy for its ability to rip families apart. 
When I first read a headline about this 
I laughed, imagining that Facebook was 
now somehow changing its users’ re-
lationship statuses to “in an affair”, or 
something equally implausible. How-
ever, it turned out that my dreams of 
telepathic machines had not actually 
come true, and that these families were 
instead being ripped apart by a mixture 
of internet addiction and general douch-
ery. In fact, it was reported that last 
year, Facebook addiction was cited as a 
reason behind 33% of divorce cases.
 It’s not surprising that people attach so 
much importance to a site centred on 
keeping in touch with friends and mak-
ing new ones, and this can easily lead 
to not wanting to sign out in case you 
miss something funny or important on 
your news feed. One reason it’s so easy 
to empathise with this is that these are 
the same problems many people face 
upon arriving at university, especially 
if they move into halls. Here, there are 
so many new people to count as friends 
that you rarely make a close connection 
with most of them. And then there’s the 
“addiction” to staying in the kitchen all 
the time, in case you miss something 
funny and are left out of the inside jokes 
the next day. 
 Facebook has also been blamed for 
tearing families apart as it gives people a 
platform for flirting or cheating on their 
partners. It isn’t Facebook’s fault that 
these people aren’t faithful, and they 
would have found another way if Face-
book wasn’t around. So give Facebook a 
break; it can’t be blamed for the faults 
of humanity. We need to put an end to 
this attitude that people’s actions online 
will have no consequences in the world 
offline.

Sean Heron

The meaning of (virtual) life
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I met up with an old friend recently 
for a bit of a catch-up. Naturally 
this involved talking about a lot 
of uni nights out. One such story 

concerned a slightly embarrassing in-
cident involving me and a dangerously 
cheap bottle of wine. My friend doesn’t 
drink, and her reaction to this story 
began with the phrase: “You see? This 
is why I don’t drink...”
 Now just to clarify, I am not about 
to criticise people who don’t drink. I 
have an enormous amount of respect 
for these people. I envy the fact that 
they don’t feel the need to have alco-
hol in order to feel accepted. Whatever 
the reason may be: medical reasons, 
religious reasons or simple personal 
preference, if you don’t drink, I have 
the utmost admiration for you. Unless 
you are one of those non-drinkers who 
have a rather inflated sense of self-
worth.
 Everybody knows a non-drinker like 
this; the kind of person who (some-
times unconsciously) looks down their 
nose at you while you down a shot. The 
kind of person who sits with a rather 
smug expression on their face eat-
ing horrible smelling crisps at an un-
bearable volume while you rock back 
and forth in the foetal position with a 
hangover so bad you can almost hear 
Death wolf-whistling at you from the 
other side of the room. These people 
irritate me, and not in a constructive, 
creative sense that writes articles and 
comedy sketches, as when these peo-
ple irritate me the most I tend to be ei-
ther drinking or recovering from said 
drinking. I have had many a lecture 
on why you should avoid alcohol at all 
costs; how it makes your eyes melt and 
your liver multi-coloured. It seems 
the general consensus amongst these 

self-righteous tee-totallers is that if 
you drink you must by default be an 
alcoholic and therefore drink three 
times your bodyweight in vodka (or 
whatever your preference) every day 
and must suffer the extreme circum-
stances. “I don’t need to have a drink 
to have a good time” is what they usu-
ally say. I don’t feel like I need to have 
a drink to have a good time, but hav-
ing a drink increases the likelihood of 
the people I’m with having a good time 
as well (I’m boring, in case you hadn’t 
worked it out yet).
 This high and mighty attitude is by 
no means confined to just this small 
percentage of those who don’t drink. 
Health enthusiasts, vegetarians, re-
ligious people, atheists, feminists, 
anyone with a strong political agenda; 
these groups as a whole I don’t have a 
problem with, however, within these 
groups, there is a small minority who 
seem to relish the idea of talking down 
to people. Like those who accused 
the first episode of the latest series of 
Sherlock of being sexist or anyone who 
to complains to Ofcom about anything. 
These people are making like-minded 
people almost ashamed of their mor-
als and/or beliefs. I think that’s why, 
in the case of non-drinkers, it’s always 
an awkward moment when they admit 
to it as they are acutely aware of the 
teetotalitarians who make their simple 
(and quite frankly better) choice seem 
like it should be worthy of a medal.
 Choosing to abstain from alcohol in 
today’s society is a strong stance to 
take and a difficult one to uphold. I 
tried it but predictably I caved in to the 
peer pressure. If you are a teetotaller 
please don’t judge us who aren’t, and 
please don’t force your decision down 
our throats repeatedly at every oppor-
tunity. David Devereux

Opinion Editor

Teetotalitarians
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Water, water, everywhere
Features editor Viktoria Carlson discusses 
what she found most culturally divergent 
during her term abroad.

When I arrived in the US for 
my exchange I knew there 
would be both major and 
minor differences to what 

university life was like in Stirling. First, 
I found that I could reasonably walk 
around campus in shorts in September. 
I say reasonably because I have seen 
people do this in Scotland, in December. 

On move-in day, I also learnt about 
how much stuff American students bring 

to their dorm rooms for the months they 
aren’t at home. I learnt it was a lot. See-
ing what was going on around me re-
minded me of watching an episode of 
Extreme Home Makeover.  But, oddly, 
what struck me most on move in day 
was the amount of plastic bottles float-
ing around. This would not be so spe-
cial as such, but it wasn’t Sprite, Fanta 
or Coca-Cola being hauled up flights of 
stairs. It was just water. It was non-car-

bonate, no frills, plain and simple H²0. 
Ozarka and Dasani roamed the corridors 
in bulk-armies, waiting to infiltrate the 
mini-fridges of dorm rooms and battle 
the evil enemy hiding in the taps before 
coming to rest, for those not recycled, in 
landfill graveyards. 

Of course, bottled water exists in Scot-
land too, but I’ve always seen it is a prod-
uct that one buys when on the go, not to 
stock up on in your fridge at home. The 
University of Massachusetts Amherst, 
the place I’d be calling home for the next 
few months, even had its own brand of 
plastic wrapped water. The labels were 
all decorated in the University’s col-
our maroon and the word ‘UMass’ was 

printed in sports-jacket letters, designed 
specially so students could hydrate with 
pride. And there I was, fresh out of Tar-
get with my newly bought glass (well it 
was made of plastic, but at least it was 
going to be used for the duration of a 
term, not just a term paper), not sure if I 
should worry about becoming known as 
‘that girl who drinks from the faucet’ or 
if I should try and pull off a ‘lives dan-
gerously’ attitude. 

Because after all, one of the reasons 

many people give for drinking bottled 
water is a fear of bacteria and the result-
ing illnesses. But it can be a matter of 
taste too. Erica Hillenbrand, one of the 
people I met at UMass that consumed 
water of the bottled variety, admitted 
that the habit was not very cost-effective 
and difficult to bring home from the 
shops when you do not have a car, but 
all worth it because the tap water can 
taste “nasty”. 

Erica doesn’t stand alone; in fact, 
about a third of Americans consume it 
regularly with an average of 107l of bot-
tled water per person per year. If meas-
ured in 0.6l bottles that would come to 

about 180 bottles a head. These statis-
tics are quite alarming if one considers 
the detrimental effects to the environ-
ment these bottles can have. On the oth-
er hand, the average UK consumer does 
much better in this respect, only buying 
33l of bottled water a year (55 bottles). 
But it is still a high statistic when only 
25% of all those bottles get recycled. 

It may also come to a surprise that 
30% of the bottled water sold in the UK 
is actually no different than tap water. 
What you are buying in this case then is 
a false sense of security (if health risks 
are your reason to buy), portability/
convenience, or an image. Many arti-
cles were written during the last decade 
about how bottled water is a fad, a pro-
jection of a certain lifestyle people can 
buy into. Indeed, we have all heard of 
those individuals who will only drink 
Evian or the water from a spring in the 
bottom of a cave made by the tears of a 
dove, or whatever it is that the industry 
has claimed to have packaged for us, but 
the idea that it is just a fad can by now 
be deemed insufficient in describing the 
situation. Fads fade, and a decade later 
the plastic bottles are still going strong. 
And it seems they will continue to do so 
for the foreseeable future.

 Let’s just hope that recycling will 
eventually catch on just as well. Let us 
also hope that this is one of the Ameri-
can trends that will not be picked up by 
Europe. It would be a mistake to pat our-
selves on the back because of a statistic 
like 55 bottles per person. Instead, we 
should make use of recycling bins and 
drink tap water as often as we can, and if 
need be, use filters to improve taste and 
banish any fears. Filters are also much 
cheaper in the long run.  Or be like me, 
and live dangerously. For four months I 
lived off raw, unfiltered tap water that 
many refused to drink, and I lived to tell 
the tale.      

SOPA, PIPA, ACTA: What do these 
arduous acronyms really mean? 

The news has been rife with men-
tions of these three acronyms 
over the past month or so but 
amidst all the confusion I have 

only managed to pick up on a few things. 
Firstly, if you are a hard working student 
like myself, you may have been shocked 
to discover that on Wednesday 18 Janu-
ary, for 24 hours, Wikipedia went down. 
Visitors to the site could only view a 
black page with a message encouraging 
them to “imagine a world without free 
knowledge.” 
Secondly, you may have also noticed 

the name Kim Dotcom appearing along-
side images of someone who looks and 
talks suspiciously like the fat German 
kid off the Simpsons and finally you may 
have realised that any efforts to watch 
your favourite TV shows on Megavideo 
have been fruitless. All of these occur-
rences are related to what seems to be 
a worldwide crackdown on copyright 
infringement. The Stop Online Piracy 
Act (SOPA) and the Protect Intellectual 
Property Act (PIPA) have both stemmed 
from discontented movie producers and 
multimedia companies who drove for-
ward the internet censorship bills in an 
attempt to stop online piracy. 
However, both bills failed to make it 

through the US legislative system and as 
of yet there is no new copyright laws to 
consider. We should be wary however as 
modified versions of the bills are likely 
to rise from the ashes and these may 
well lead to new legislation. I know you 
are probably wondering why I’m ram-
bling on about American copyright law, 
however I do have a point. 
If modified versions of these bills were 

to result in new copyright legislation, 
it would mean some of our most fre-
quently visited websites could potential-
ly become our most heavily regulated. 
Facebook, Twitter and Wikipedia, all of 
which fundamentally rely on user-gen-
erated content, would have to prevent 
publishers, basically you, from posting 
links to websites that may trespass on 
intellectual property. 

Opponents, from hacking group Anon-
ymous to high profile internet giants 
like Google, believe these bills would go 
against everything the internet stands 
for. A restriction on hyper-linking would 
be a restriction on the freedom and de-
mocracy of the internet. At the moment 
we’re safe from the draconian measures 
proposed by SOPA and PIPA so we can 
now turn our attention to ACTA. 
The Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agree-

ment is an international treaty with the 
main aim of creating an international 
governing body to enforce rules on 
digital copyright infringement. So far 
,ACTA has been approved by the Euro-
pean Commission but has not yet been 
approved by the European Parliament. 
Basically, the treaty is meaningless until 
then. Although not yet approved by the 

European Parliament, many say ACTA 
is on its way to being passed. 
So far, the treaty has been signed by 22 

out of the 27 European Union member 
states. ACTA is concerned with counter-
feit goods and this includes intellectual 
property theft. Like SOPA and PIPA, 
ACTA could have serious consequences 
on our freedom to publish on the inter-
net and could result in fines and more 
seriously, imprisonment for anyone 
deemed to be violating its rules. 
It seems the general consensus 

amongst students is that the inter-
net is a free and democratic place that 
should remain unburdened by censor-
ship. Daniel Bowen, a fourth year film 
and media student, said: “The proposed 
measures seem completely over the top. 
Regulation to the extent of censorship 
is not what should be expected in a de-
mocracy. Online piracy is obviously a 
big problem but ACTA certainly doesn’t 
seem like a solution.”
 Although there is intense opposition to 

SOPA, PIPA and ACTA, it is undeniable 
that the recent uproar and controversy 
surrounding these proposed measures 
has also ironically emphasised the fact 
that there is a serious problem. The 
Motion Picture Association of America 
(MPAA) believes that online piracy costs 
the film industry around $20.5bn a year, 
and Chris Dodd, the CEO has stated that 
“Intellectual property theft…is depriv-
ing creators and copyright owners of 
the return they deserve on their massive 
investments of creativity, expertise, and 
hard work.” 
He obviously raises a very valid point, 

however any figures concerning esti-
mated losses due to online piracy are 
dubious at best. For instance, if you 
download a film illegally (which I’m sure 
you wouldn’t) that you would never have 

paid for in the first place, how much are 
the losses to the film industry actually 
amounting to? 
On top of all of this, amidst the mael-

strom of ongoing worldwide debates 
about SOPA, PIPA and ACTA, you may 
have noticed that one of the biggest pi-
racy, sorry, file sharing websites in the 
world, Megaupload, has been shut down 
by the FBI with claims that it has cost 
copyright holders $500m in lost rev-
enue. The man behind Megaupload, 
Kim Dotcom is now in prison charged 
with racketeering, money-laundering 
and crimes relating to copyright in-
fringement. As a result Megaupload was 
seized by the FBI and as of January the 
29th is no longer available.
 I’m sure all of us are familiar with the 

phrase: “You have watched 72 minutes 
of video…”, and therefore we all know 
how well Megavideo aids procrastina-
tion but the recent shutdown of the site 
is just a taste of how censorship result-
ing from online piracy legislation could 
affect us. There are of course an abun-
dance of websites out there that we can 

use to watch TV online, but how long 
will they last? 
The internet needs protection from 

censorship, not even just legally ques-
tionable web sites such as Megavideo 
but our most frequented ones like Face-
book and Wikipedia.
It looks like the debate surrounding 

online piracy isn’t going anywhere any-
time soon and even if estimated losses 
seem slightly inflated, It is ignorant to 
say there is no problem.  A solution that 
suits both parties is very obviously re-
quired. 
It does seem apparent however that 

neither SOPA, PIPA or ACTA are what 
we need. We need legislation that will 
not impinge on the freedoms of the 
internet through censorship. For now 
anyway, it looks like the closure of Meg-
avideo marks the start of a long heated 
battle to save the internet.

Is bottled water really worth the cost to you and the environment?                         Picture: Rajmund Bakyoni

“And there I was, 
fresh out of Tar-
get with my newly 
bought glass, not 
sure if I should wor-
ry about becoming 
known as ‘that girl 
who drinks from the 
faucet’ or if I should 
try and pull off a 
‘lives dangerously’ 

attitude.”

How far will internet restrictions go                                 Picture:Google Images

“Regulation to the 
extent of censor-
ship is not what 
should be expected 
in a democracy. On-
line piracy is obvi-
ously a big problem 
but ACTA certainly 
doesn’t seem like a 

solution.”

Eoghan O’Driscoll

For more interesting features, 
visit: 

www.brignewspaper.com
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Abortion:What you think, what you know and what you need to know

The subject of abortion has been 
hitting headlines repeatedly 
over the past few months. First, 
Tory backbencher, Nadine Dor-

ries, pushed for proposals which would 
strip private abortion providers of their 
right to offer counselling to patients 
considering a termination. Next, twelve 
New Jersey nurses sued their hospital 
after being forced to care for abortion 
patients, in spite of the nurses’ personal 
objections to the procedure. Now with 
new legislation set to come into force on 
30 April, legalising televised abortion 
advertisements, public debates on the 
divisive matter are set to continue.

Abortion is a topic which everyone has 
an opinion on; be it strictly pro-life, pro 
choice or a conflict between the two. 
Either way it is undoubtedly an issue 
every female, and most males, will have 
thought about at some point; during 
their degree, when an unplanned preg-
nancy would most certainly derail their 
career path, typically being one point. In 
a Brig survey of female students, it was 
found that abortion was an issue that 
the vast majority of respondents regu-
larly discussed with their friends, the 
common consensus from their discus-
sions generally being pro-choice. 

This is perhaps unsurprising in today’s 
increasingly liberal society, as may be 
the fact that over 80% of the students 
Brig questioned on the matter were 
pro-choice. Stirling University student, 
Nicola Smith, told Brig that she would 
consider an abortion if she were to fall 
pregnant during the course of her de-
gree and she would support any stu-
dent’s decision to have an abortion. She 
said, “My life is only beginning and a 
baby would most certainly change it. I’m 
nowhere near ready to have a baby and 
I would want a degree and a stable job 
first.” Hannah MacDonald, also study-
ing at Stirling, supported the pro-choice 
movement too, believing in “the right of 
the woman and her body”. 

Meanwhile many of the respondents 
classed the pro-life argument as be-
ing “old-fashioned”, a notion external 
research seems to support, with a UK 
survey published on last year’s Inter-
national Woman’s Day showing that 
three quarters of respondents were in 
favour of abortion. However, that is not 
to say that abortion has become a com-
pletely accepted procedure in modern 
society. There are still vast amounts of 
pro-life supporters, many of whom rally 
outside abortion clinics in a bid to de-
ter patients. The 40 days for Life cam-
paign saw campaigners undertake a 40 
day vigil outside the British Pregnancy 
Advisory Service in London, at the end 
of last year, urging women to consider 
other options to abortion. Of course, not 
all pro-life supporters take such extreme 
actions, nor do they all come from a cer-
tain generation or religious background. 

Brig heard from several students who 
did not support abortion, other than in 
circumstances such as rape or severe 
health issues. This is the case for Ally 
Raymond, a 21-year-old student from 
Glasgow,  who said she did not believe 
abortion should be used to fix “mistakes 
which are your fault, such as unprotect-
ed sex.” She added, “the opportunity to 
create a life is special and is not some-
thing you should just be able to termi-
nate when it was your responsibility to 
use protection.” 

age to your womb or cervix which may 
result in a hysterectomy. All of these 
physical side effects and risks must be 
carefully considered before deciding 
on an abortion. However, it is not only 
physical trauma which can be caused by 
abortion, the procedure can also leave 
serious emotional scars. The Abortion 
Recovery Care and Helpline, hear from 
many women who are experiencing feel-
ings of guilt, loss and depression follow-
ing a termination. 

However, Dr Cochrane explains there 
are no universal emotional consequenc-
es, some patients will be fine afterwards 

while others may experience regret. 
She says, “it depends largely on the 
patient’s mental state before the proce-
dure, where they are in their university 
course and whether they are in a stable 
relationship.” In order to limit the prob-
ability of future regret, Dr. Cochrane 
would advise anyone considering abor-
tion to “think about it for as long as pos-
sible to make sure they make the right 
decision.” 

When asked about the upcoming tel-
evised adverts for private abortion, 
Dr Cochrane stated the new legisla-
tion could have some advantages in 

However, contraception is not always 
effective and unplanned pregnancies can 
occur in spite of precautions being tak-
en. Stirling student, Victoria Pease, also 
21, raised the question of why we should 
automatically assume the responsibility 
of a pregnancy in such a case, arguing 
that being sexually active does not auto-
matically make it “our fault” should we 
fall pregnant. It is a subject which can 
be debated endlessly, with the key factor 
ultimately being whether you believe the 
foetus to be a baby or a “ball of cells.” 

Yet, while the philosophy surrounding 
the issue is a sure fire start to many pas-
sionate debates, how much do we really 
know about the facts of abortion? Do we 
know enough to make a real life deci-
sion on the matter should that question 
of “what if?” ever become “what now?” 
Based on the responses of the students 
Brig surveyed, 65% of whom said they 
wouldn’t know where to start if consid-
ering a termination, it seems not. So 
what do you need to know? 

Brig spoke to Dr. Krishni Cochrane 
of Airthrey Medical Centre who advises 
that your first step if considering an 
abortion is to contact your GP, who will 
be able to offer you advice and go over 
all of the facts of the procedure with you 
as well as discussing the other options 
available. If you decide to continue with 
the termination your GP will refer you to 
a doctor at the hospital or clinic where 
the procedure will take place. Both doc-
tors must confirm that an abortion will 
cause less physical and emotional dis-
tress to the patient than continuing with 
the pregnancy. 

Abortions can be carried out, without 
medical reason, up to 24 weeks into a 
pregnancy. As explained in the NHS 
abortion guide, there are various dif-
ferent types of procedures depending 
on the stage of pregnancy. Within the 
first nine weeks it is possible to have 
an “early medical abortion”, which in-
volves two appointments, 48 hours 
apart, where the woman is given medi-
cation to terminate the pregnancy in a 
process similar to miscarriage. Between 
the seventh and fifteenth weeks of preg-
nancy most women will have a “suction 
termination”, which involves the use of a 
suction pump inserted into the womb to 
remove the foetus. From the thirteenth 
week of pregnancy it is possible to have 
a “late medical abortion”. This involves 
the same medication as an “early medi-
cal abortion”, however the process will 
take longer and more than one dose of 
the second medication  may be needed. 
The effect of the procedure is similar to 
having a late miscarriage and may in-
volve an overnight hospital stay. 

A “surgical dilation and evacuation” 
can be used from 15 weeks into preg-
nancy, where a suction tube is used to 
remove the baby. This is similar to a suc-
tion termination but is a slightly more 
intrusive and longer procedure. There 
are two types of late abortion which will 
be carried out between 20 to 24 weeks 
of pregnancy. The first is a surgical 
abortion, where the foetus’ heartbeat is 
stopped and the foetus is then surgically 
removed. The second is a medical abor-
tion where medication is injected into 
the womb causing contractions and ef-
fects similar to that of a late miscarriage. 
It is necessary to stay overnight in the 
hospital following a late abortion. 

All procedures can cause side effects 
such as sickness, pain and bleeding. 
There is also the risk of an abortion re-
sulting in infertility due to an infection 
in your reproductive organs, known as 
pelvic inflammatory disease, or dam-

that it would hopefully improve pub-
lic knowledge on the issue, helping to 
make informed decisions. However, 
the initiative has raised concerns that it 
will promote abortion, making it appear 
as an ‘easy fix’. Several of the students 
spoke to were opposed to the new leg-
islation, with 20-year-old Abbey Shaw 
saying, “I am absolutely for abortion 
but absolutely against this. It is a last 
resort and not something which should 
be promoted.” Abbey is not alone in her 
objections, when charity Marie Stopes 
screened an advert for abortion in 2010 
it sparked 4,500 complaints to the ASA. 
When the private clinics’ adverts begin 
on 30 April there will no doubt be an-
other storm of complaints. 

In spite of this, with 98% of abortions 
carried out by the NHS, Dr. Cochrane 
does not believe the advertisements 
will actually lead to a greatly increased 
number of procedures. She does not 
think it will make young people view 
abortion as an alternative to contracep-
tion and commended Stirling students 
for taking measures to prevent un-
planned pregnancy, which was reflected 
in the low number of abortion referrals 
made at the Airthrey Medical Centre in 
the 2010/11 semester. 

Regardless of the advertisements, 
abortion will always be an issue which 
will promote strong opinions one way or 
the other. It is a deeply personal choice, 
which will affect every person in their 
own way. What is important is to know 
the facts in order to make a choice which 
is right for you, even if only for the pur-
pose of a hypothetical discussion.Would you know what to do?                    Picture:Google Images

“My life is only begin-
ning and a baby would 
most certainly change 
it. I’m nowhere near 
ready to have a baby 
and I would want a de-
gree and a stable job 

first.”

“The opportunity to 
create a life is special 
and is not something 
you should just be able 
to terminate when it 
was your responsibility 

to use protection.” 

Catriona McGale
Features Editor
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Fact or Fiction: 
Do you think England made the right decision 

in stripping John Terry of his captaincy?

Ross Dunn - Fact: There’s 
no smoke without fire and JT 
has already shown himself 
to be a stand-up guy with his 
off-field antics in the past, so 
it’s easy to see why it would 
transpire to his on-field 
demeanour. Although he’s 
technically innocent until 
proven guilty, it would look 
pretty terrible for England to 
be captained at the European 
finals by an individual await-
ing trial for racism. It doesn’t 
project an all-encompassing, 
cultured image of Britain. 
That’s why the FA made the 
right decision in stripping 
Terry of the captaincy. Even 
if Terry is found not guilty 
the FA should be secure in 
the knowledge that they 
made the right decision.

Tom Flanagan - Fiction: 
For me, it’s got to be the 
manager’s choice as to who 
is the team’s captain. We will 
never know now whether 
Capello was going to give the 
armband to someone else 
because of Terry’s behaviour. 

I think his comments stating 
he thinks Terry should still 
be the captain stem from 
his anger towards the FA’s 
intrusion into his job, which 
consists of picking a team 
and a captain. Capello has 
taken the armband off Terry 
before and was more than 
capable of doing so again. 
Can you imagine David Gill 
dictating to Sir Alex as to 
who was United’s captain? 
No, I can’t either.

David Chalmers - Fact: 
As a Liverpool fan, I’m well 
aware of the racism issues in 
football recently, and regard-
less of Terry being found 
guilty or innocent, I don’t 
think you can let him lead 
a nation, considering how 
close his trial will be after-
wards.  I was against his re-
instatement in the first place, 
but what message would 
keeping him give out, for 
a nation now respected for 
dealing very well with racism 
issues in its national game?  
It would ruin England’s 

tournament too, he shouldn’t 
go as a player either in my 
opinion; politics have ruined 
England’s chances for years

Greg Barrie - Fact: For 
me, the FA has got it spot 
on stripping Terry of the 
captaincy whilst the racism 
charge hangs over his head. 
They simply cannot be seen 
to condone or take lightly 
such a serious alleged of-
fence, doing so would under-
mine the emphatically harsh 
stance taken on the Luis 
Suarez incident. Although 
Terry is “innocent until 
proven guilty”, he is hardly 
a player with a blemish-free 
career, and in my opinion 
should not be the captain 
in any case. The captain of 
the national team should 
be a role model to not only 
his team mates but to young 
aspiring children across 
the country, and given the 
progress made to stamp out 
racism, his position cannot 
be held whilst on trial.

Anatomy of a shot: The perfect rugby conversion
In this month’s anatomy of a shot, 

Brig Sport joins up with the Uni-
versity of Stirling’s rugby team to 

bring you the mechanics of a perfectly 
executed conversion. 
Pictures by Rajmund Bakonyi

Step 1: Preperation - 
First of all place the ball on a tee. Set 
the ball on the tee to lean slightly 
forward, to expose the sweet spot of the 
ball. Point your non kicking leg to the 
middle of the posts.

Step 2: Run up preperation - 

Take three long steps backwards, check 
you are lined up correctly with the goal, 
and then take two long steps to your left 
if you’re right footed, or two to the right 
if you’re left footed. Now focus all your 
energy into your legs. There are vari-
ous methods for doing this, including 
Johnny Wilkinson’s famous clasping of 
his hands.

Step 3: Run up - 

Now for the run-up. Again making sure 
you are lined up correctly with the goal 
posts, set off from your kicking foot, 
trying to plant your non-kicking foot 
close to the tee as you approach the 
ball. This will allow you to get a load of 
power through the ball as you try and 
convert the kick. Be sure also to lean 
slightly backwards as you approach the 
ball, as this will give your kick height.

Step 4: Contact  - 

You now kick the ball of course, shifting 
your weight onto your non-kicking foot 
as you allow your kicking leg to swing 
through the ball in one fluid motion. 
You should look try and strike your 
kick on the sweet spot, which is located 
approximately one third of the way up 
the ball.

Step 5: Follow through -

As you’re contact is made with the 
ball, you should now be sure to fol-
low through, with your leg remaining 
relatively straight to secure accuracy. 
This follow through will also ensure 
maximum power for your kick, which 
provides the height and distance re-
quired. All that is left now is to practise 
these steps and you’ll be kicking your 
way to victory in no time!
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Since taking part in a pole dancing 
class in Glasgow five years ago, 
Miriam Wolanski has come a 
long way. She now runs her own 

company, Wolanski Fitness, which spe-
cialises in pole fitness classes. 
During term-time, Miriam is at the Uni-
versity Monday through Wednesday 
helping students get fit and dispel any 
pre-conceived notions about what is in-
volved or expected at the classes. Miri-
am has been involved in Pole Fitness for 
just over five years and set up her own 
company after seeing what she thought 
was a gap in the market. Miriam felt that 
their was an opportunity for people to 
get involved and benefit the fitness ben-

efits without getting involved in the over 
the top styling’s of other pole classes.

Miriam has been running classes for 
two years on campus and even she has 
been taken aback by how popular they 
have proven to be, she said: “The classes 
have been very successful. At first we 
only had a handful of people who would 
come to the classes but as we have 
built up our name it has just went from 
strength to strength. We now have 172 
people who come along to the classes, 
which is just unbelievable.

Pole Fitness has allowed Miriam to 
take her talents much further a field in 
recent times. She has taken her talents 
all the way to South America in the last 
year to show off her expertise, she ex-
plained: “I competed in the World Pole 
Cup in Rio de Janeiro and it was an un-
believable experience for me. To go and 
compete at that level and be able to take 
part in such an unbelievable experience 
was great.”

Miriam, who is currently studying for 
a PHD in Pole Fitness, understands that 
many people could be put off initially 
by the idea of pole fitness but that it is 
nowhere near as intimidating as many 
would imagine. 

She said: “We keep the numbers in the 
classes very small and I think that allows 
people a level of comfort when they join 
the class. It also allows giving better lev-
els of teaching when learning how to use 
the pole”. 

Miriam also aims to make sure that 
anyone who attends the class are made 
to feel at ease as soon as they arrive, 
she added: “Unlike some other classes 
which participants wear high heels, 
we insist on no high heels in or out of 
classes. The ultimate goals of the class 
are most definitely fitness related”.

The class is not just limited to female 

participants. Males are more than wel-
come to take part and the class also 
already has several males that are in-
volved. Miriam believes it is important 
to have a mix involved in the class, she 
said: “It is great for guys to become in-
volved in pole fitness. There is definitely 
times when their strength comes in 
handy for certain routines.”

Miriam also believes that pole fitness 
could be recognised as a sport sooner 
than most would imagine, she stated: 
“There is definite talk about making pole 
fitness an Olympic sport. There is a lot 
of value in using the pole, martial artists 
who have attended our classes feel that 
they have got even fitter through using 
our workouts. It also great for people 
who are involved in circus arts, such 
as trapeze as a lot of the core skills are 
similar in both disciplines.”

The Pole Fitness team will be show-
casing demos during fresher’s week and 
will be offering a sign up sheet for any-
one who wanted to get involved in the 
classes.

Classes aim to improve many aspects 
of fitness including: co-ordination, flex-
ibility, motor skills, muscle definition 
and strength, the aim is to improve 
physical health and also give people a 
real confidence boost.

Miriam also performs at at various 
venues across Scotland and is available 
for public performances and pole work-
shops for those who are unable to travel 
to regular classes. For specific class 
times, costs and further enquiries please 
contact us, or search for Wolanski Fit-
ness on Facebook.

For more news and sport please visit:
www.brignewspaper.com
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He is the current British Age 
Group champion at 200m But-
terfly and was fifth at the 2011 

British Senior Championships. 
Professor David Lavallee, Head of 

the School of Sport at the University of 
Stirling, said: “The University of Stir-
ling is delighted to be a part of Lead 
2014, which is an integral part of our 
extensive volunteering pathway. We are 
proud to have been pioneers of the pro-
gramme and value the power of sport in 
developing the skills young people will 
use throughout their lives”. 

Lead 2014 began several years ago 
at the University of Stirling under the 
guise of Top Link and was run by Youth 
Sport Trust and sportscotland. The 
campaign has been adopted as the main 
youth sports mentoring project in the 
lead up to the Glasgow 2014 Common-
wealth Games.

Triathlete and University of Stirling 
student Sheldon is celebrating after be-
ing nominated for the Clyde 1 Scottish 
Variety Awards. Sheldon is nominated 
in the Best Up and Coming Sportsper-
son category. The first year mathemat-
ics student will face stiff competition in 
the category from other young hopefuls 
such as kayaker Sean Redmond, ham-
mer thrower Kimberly Reed and swim-
mer Craig Benson. The winner will be 
announced during the awards dinner 
at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Glasgow on 
Saturday 24 March which will be head-
lined by Scottish chart topper Emeli 
Sande. All money raised from the event 
will go towards Clyde 1’s Cash for Kids 
charity.

You can give Grant your sup-
port by voting for him on the 
Clyde1 website: www.clyde1.
com/sva

Sheldon joy

University dancers are leading in the poles
Graeme Young
Sports Editor

                        Picture: Rajmund Bakonyi All smiles for Wolanski fitness class                          Picture: Rajmund Bakonyi

Student McCowan aims for Paralympic success

A student from the University 
of Stirling is readying himself 
for the challenge of a lifetime. 
19-year-old Scott McCowan is 

setting his sights on a place in the Great 
British boccia team for the Paralympics 
in London this year.

“Essentially boccia is a target ball 
sport similar to French boules.” Scott 
explains. “It has a similar scoring sys-
tem to boules, the aim is to get your ball 
closer to the Jack than your opponent. 
The difference from boules being that 
the sport is played indoors on a wooden 
floor. 

“The balls are also much smaller and 
lighter, made from leather on the out-
side and beans, similar to the ones 
found in bean bags, for the filling.”

Scott, who is currently in the top thirty 
in the world rankings, only took up the 
sport five years ago.  

“I first got involved at the Ayrshire 
Special Games which was a local disa-
bled come-and-try event through local 
schools and the person taking the boccia 
session was the current Scotland cham-
pion”, he says.

“She asked me to come and attend one 
of the Scotland training sessions but for 
a year or so I didn’t take her up on it 
because at that time I could still throw 
the ball but not very far and didn’t know 
about the BC3 category.”

Boccia has four classifications and ath-
letes are divided into depending on their 
disability and functional ability.

Scott who suffers from Duchenne 
muscular dystrophy is not ashamed to 
speak about his condition and explains 
how playing the sport has helped him.

“I’ve been held back in the past with 
my condition, but the great that’s the 
great thing about boccia. It allows me to 
compete unlike other sports.”

In category BC3, players have the aid 
of a ramp to guide the ball nearest to the 

jack. However, as Scott explains, this is 
not as simple as it sounds.

“Your skills have to be deadly accurate 
and you have to be intelligent and tacti-
cal, just like snooker you always have to 
play a few shots ahead.”

Only two years after his introduction 
to boccia, Scott was invited to represent 
Great Britain after being scouted by 
head coach Jim Thomson.

From there, Scott has continued to 
climb the world rankings and currently 
sits 29th. Now he is on track to a place 
at the biggest event of them all, at the 
Paralympics. 

“It would mean absolutely everything 
to represent my country. It’s the Para-
lympics: the big time. “There are only a 
handful of people who get to represent 
Great Britain at the Olympic and Para-
lympic games and even fewer when it’s 
in their own country. It would just be 
amazing.”

However, Scott believes that Team GB 
will be up against some stiff opposition 
at the Paralympics. “We [GB] are a dom-
inant force in Europe, but there are a lot 
of European coutries on the rise, such as 
Norway, Portugal, Holland and Spain,” 
he says.

“But with a big home crowd hopefully 
this will be quite intimidating for the 
other teams.” 

To give him the best possible chance 
of gaining a place in Team GB, Scott has 
decided to take a sabbatical year from 
his Psychology and Sports Studies de-
gree in order to fully concentrate and 
improve his game. He also benefits as 
part of the Winning Students scholar-
ship, which funds prospective athletes 
while continuing with their studies.

“Taking the year out really has helped 
me to improve, while the Winning Stu-
dents scholarship funding really helps 
for getting equipment and provides 
some much needed publicity for boc-
cia,” he says.

To keep up to date with Scott’s pro-
gress enroute to the Paralympics you 
can follow him on Twitter @smccowan.

Scott McCowan with his boccia team                                     Picture: GB Boccia

Scott Lorimer

For more coverage, including Six Nations updates, follow us
online at www.brignewspaper.com or on twitter: @brig_sport
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Ross and Burchill resign from First XI positions

After a hugely successful two 
years in charge of the Univer-
sity of Stirling First XI football 
team, Head coaches Ian Ross 

and Stevie Burchill have resigned from 
their posts due to increasing work com-
mitments.
Alan Taylor and Gordon Dick were 

quickly appointed by the University to 
replace Ross and Burchill, but the new 
duo will have to work hard to equal the 
level of decoration brought to the First 
XI in recent years. Ross and Burchill re-
cently spoke to Brig Sport, telling us the 
highlights of their vastly decorated time 
at the helm of the University side.
After taking over management of the 

University team in the 09/10 season, 
Ross and Burchill hit the ground run-
ning as they coached the side to the East 
of Scotland First Division Champion-
ship in their first year in control. Former 
St. Mirren player, Ross, notes this as his 
biggest achievement.
“[It is the] most memorable moment 

and high point, winning the East of Scot-
land First Division Championship in our 
first season in charge of the team,” said 
Ross. “We went on a great run of results 
staying unbeaten in the league from our 

first match against Orimston to our last 
match, which was a 3-0 away win at Ha-
wick, and we clinched the title on the fi-
nal day of the season. This laid the foun-
dations for us to develop and improve 
with a winning mentality”
This winning mentality referred to by 

Ross is one that led the University side 
to impressive success in their following 
season, with Ross and Burchill’s second 
year in charge throwing up an array of 
silverware. Following an emphatic 7-0 
win in the final of the Alex Jack Cup, the 
First XI soon earned a second place fin-
ish in the East of Scotland Premier Divi-
sion as well as promotion to the BUCS 
Premier Division North, the top level of 
British University football. This achieve-
ment was preferred by Burchill.
“Kyle MacAuley’s last minute winner 

against Northumbria to win the BUCS 
Northern Premier League at our first 
attempt was a special moment,” said 
Burchill, “I think that the being a part of 
helping establish the University as one 
of the top teams in non-league football 
in Scotland and one of the best teams in 
British University football was our big-
gest achievement though.”
The coaching pair then went their sepa-

rate ways in late December 2011, but not 
before retaining the Alex Jack Cup and 
embarking on a twenty-one game run 
that featured just one loss and eighteen 

victories. Ross and Burchill put a lot of 
this success down to the mentality of the 
Stirling players.
“Our impression of the side on our ar-

rival was that there were a number of tal-
ented individuals and a good core to the 
team, a good base to build on,” Burchill 
noted. “However, it was very early on 
in most players development, in terms 
of playing in East of Scotland football, 
and they understandably lacked a bit of 
knowhow and were maybe not resilient 
enough at times. I feel now that the team 
are far better at seeing out matches, they 
respond better in difficult situations and 
are much more difficult to break down.”
“The team had to show more belief and 

confidence in themselves as individuals 
and as a team,” Ross continued. “The 
players embraced our ideas and ethos 
early on though, and a string of good 
results and performances provided 
positive momentum and galvanised the 
group.
“Although the First team has always 

had good players and a great team spir-
it, two and a half years of gradual im-
provement, good recruitment and hard 
work from the players has started to pay 
dividends now, given our in-form per-
formances and results from August to 
December. I hope that the players and 
staff continue to push on and win more 
silverware this season.”

Ross and Burchill finally spoke of their 
resignation, with Ross commenting 
that, “It was a tough decision to leave, 
however a new role within the SFA 
meant that I would have limited time to 
coach and manage the University team. 
I hope to catch a few of the First team 
games this year and lend support from 
behind the barriers.
“The scholarship programme and the 

University of Stirling Football Club are 
unique experiences and something that 
I would highly recommend to any tal-
ented footballer who has a passion for 
the game and is ready to venture into 
higher education.”
Burchill concluded, “It was very tough 

to resign but myself and Ian only came 
into the post on a temporary basis and 
ended up coaching for over 100 match-
es. We have left the team in good hands 
with Alan Taylor and Gordon Dick, and 
I’m sure they will improve the team fur-
ther and hopefully there will be a few 
more cups in Stirling’s trophy cabinet 
come the end of the season.
“Finally, [I’d like to] thank Peter, Ra-

leigh, Gail, Jason, Jim, Ross Marchbank 
and all the players for their fantastic 
support throughout out time at the Uni-
versity and wish the team good luck.”
While Burchill progresses in his line of 

business away from football, Ian Ross 
now moves on to take up a role as one 

of seven coaches to work in conjunction 
with the SFA’s recently unveiled Re-
gional Performance Schools, which will 
help develop the best of Scotland’s foot-
balling youth. These schools will provide 
extra coaching to upcoming stars as part 
of the SFA’s £15 million investment into 
Scottish football development.

New management duo look for league title

Alan Taylor gives his players a team talk                                                                                             Picture: Rajmund Bakonyi

Taylor and Dick’s East of 
Scotland campaign so far:

Civil Service Strollers 4-2 Univer-
sity of Stirling First XI
January 7 2012

Alan Taylor and Gordon Dick’s first 
game in charge didn’t get off to the de-
sired start. With a furious wind behind 
them, home side Civil Service Stroll-
ers struck within four minutes after a 
looping shot struck the bar before be-
ing tapped in and Strollers doubled 
their lead before half-time when striker 
Gormley drilled home a low cross.

 Stirling were knocking the ball around 
well under new management though, 
and the students returned in style soon 
after. When McKee scored from a Jack 
Nixon long throw, the University closed 

the gap to one before immediately win-
ning the ball back and setting up Den-
holm, who made no mistake in equalis-
ing at the back post. 

From here it looked like the students 
may go on to win, but Strollers came 
back strong and their midfield man 
Craig Dickson ensured his side’s vic-
tory by netting a brace late on to see the 
game end 4-2. 

University of Stirling First XI 8-0 
Leith Athletic
January 14 2012

After losing their opening game in 
charge, there was some pressure on 
the new management duo to produce a 
result in their following tie, and Taylor 
and Dick brought out the best in their 
players here as the University smashed 

Leith 8-0. 
After Denholm hit the post early on 

the students dominated possession, 
and after Pearson and Chris Geddes 
combined for the first goal after half an 
hour, headers from centre back Jason 
Atkins and Welsh striker Craig Mason 
meant the half-time score read 3-0 Stir-
ling. 

The students continued after the 
break, passing the ball well and creating 
chance after chance. Michael Pentland 
was first to covert one of these second 
half chances for Stirling, and a placed 
strike from prolific goal scorer Geddes 
soon followed to move the deficit to 
five. A Jack Nixon brace followed and 
the scoring was completed late on when 
Geddes’ shot was parried to leave sub-
stitute Stephen Hoyle a tap in to claim a 

praise-worthy win and important three 
points. 

Edinburgh University 2-3 Univer-
sity of Stirling First XI
January 21 2012 

Taylor and Dick then cemented their 
winning intentions in their most recent 
East of Scotland league match. The dou-
ble act watched on as their side record 
their second successive win after com-
ing from behind to beat student rivals 
Edinburgh University 3-2 away from 
home.

Two own-goals from the Stirling con-
tingent meant that they had a mountain 
to climb at half-time, with atrocious 
winds again troubling the University 
students. After the break, Stirling con-
trolled more possession however, using 

the wind advantage to keep the majority 
of play in the Edinburgh half.

Stirling reduced the deficit to one 
when Geddes scored from close range, 
and the equaliser came after first team 
debutee Paul Sludden played a slick 
one-two before striking the ball into the 
top corner.

The students then completed their 
comeback in the 90th minute, when a 
controversial penalty was awarded to 
the away side. Stirling made no com-
plaints however, and when Geddes 
converted the penalty, Stirling took a 
late 3-2 lead to secure a hard-worked 
comeback. 
The University’s next league match is 

at home to Selkirk on February 18. Kick-
off is at 2pm on Gannochy Pitch One. 

Stuart Kenny
Sports Editor

Stuart Kenny
Sports Editor

Former Stirling boss Burchill

East of Scotland Premier Division
                                                            P    W    D   L   PTS
1    Spartans                                      13   11    2    0    35 
2    Civil Service Strollers               14    8      1    5    25
3    University of Stirling                 9     6      2    1    20
4    Gretna 2008                               10    5      4    1    19                 
5    Whitehill Welfare                      10    5      1   4    16                   

“We want to win every-
thing that we’re in. We’re 

capable of doing that.”
 - Gordon Dick

Last updated 14th February 2012

The University of Stirling has ap-
pointed Alan Taylor and Gor-
don Dick as Head Coaches of 
their First XI football side, fol-

lowing the resignations of Ian Ross and 
Stevie Burchill.

The new head coaches were appointed 
on an interim basis until the end of the 
season, and have been in charge for 
three East of Scotland league matches 
now. Their reign so far has seen a loss on 
their managerial debuts before two wins 
were recorded in succession.

Gordon Dick spoke highly of the Uni-
versity First team he has recently taken 
control of, and noted his high aims to 
challenge for the East of Scotland league 
title.

“We want to win everything that we’re 
in and I’d like to think that we’re capable 
of doing that,” said Dick. “We do have 
a decent size squad so we’ll take every 
game as it comes and just hopefully we’ll 
keep winning games. We would love 
to win [the East of Scotland] league, it 
would be great for the University and we 
can do it.

“I was very impressed with the stand-
ard [when I arrived]. The guys have been 
a good bunch so far and they’ve done 
everything we asked them and I don’t 
forsee any problems at all for the future. 
In the next four or five months of the 
season, hopefully we’ll be able to bring 
something back to the University.

The new Head Coach then commented 

on the frozen conditions of late, which 
have seen several of the Universiy side’s 
matches called off in the past month.

“It could effect us because all these 
games will pile up at some point and we 
might end up having to play three games 
in a week but we’ll get through that. Our 
squad is strong enough to deal with that 
and the players are fit and ready to do 
themselves justice every time they pull 
on the shirt. So I don’t feel it’ll be a prob-
lem over all.”

Gordon Dick has played professional 
football with Preston North End, St 
Johnstone, Hong Kong Rangers and 
Stirling Albion. 

He is a retired police officer and he has 
coached with the Falkirk Football Acad-
emy for the past 5 years. Dick is a UEFA 
B Licence holder.

Meanwhile, Alan Taylor has coached 
the University’s 2nd XI for the past two 
years and has built a reputation for pro-
ducing a free-flowing team with skill 
and flair evident throughout. He is an 
SFA B Licence holder. 

The University currently sits third in 
the East of Scotland premier division. 
However, the students have four games 
in hand on league leaders Spartans. If 
Dick and Taylor can see their side win 
all of their games in hand, they will be 

within three points of the league leaders 
and will be in with a sterling chance of 
lifting the trophy.

The new management duo’s only game 
in the BUCS Premier Divison North so 
far saw the student First XI draw 2-2 
with Birmingham University at home. 
Stirling currently sits mid-table in the 
BUCS league. 

For more news and sport please visit:
www.brignewspaper.com
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University of Stirling golf schol-
ar, Kelsey MacDonald, has 
added another credit to her 
already impressive list of golf-

ing achievements after being named in 
the provisional squad for the 2012 Great 
Britain and Ireland Curtis Cup team. 

Played every two years, the Curtis Cup 
is recognised as the most famous team 
trophy in Women’s amateur golf, and 
pits a team of eight golfers from GB & 
Ire against their golfing counterparts 
from the United States. 

After narrowly missing out on the 
squad for the 2010 GB & Ire team, the 
successful student joins a group of 
twelve potential players selected for the 
2012 effort, and will now be observed 
by team captain Tegwen Matthews and 
the Ladies’ Golf Union selection panel 
at Nairn Golf Club from Friday 23 to 
Sunday 25 March. The official team and 
reserve players are then due to be an-
nounced on March 27th. 

With the tournament alternating be-
tween courses on either side of the At-
lantic, the 2012 competition, which will 
take place from June 8-10, will be par-
ticularly special for MacDonald as it is 
set to be played on her home course of 
Nairn, Dunbar.  Kelsey spoke exclusive-
ly to Brig Sport about her delight at her 
inclusion in the Curtis Cup side. 

“I was fourteen years old when it was 
announced that Nairn Golf Club would 
be hosting the Curtis Cup in 2012,” said 
Macdonald. “By that time, I was a scratch 
golfer and was representing Scotland in 
the girls’ European and Home Interna-
tional teams. My intention was always 

to go to Stirling University to gain a de-
gree before turning professional, and so 
the timing of the Curtis Cup, finishing 
up Uni and, by that time being twenty-
one, would hopefully be the right time to 
try out for the professional ranks. It all 
seemed to fit perfectly. 

“There is a bit of pressure on me re-
garding the Curtis Cup being held in my 
home town. For Nairn to get the event 
is such an honour and if “one of their 
own” is competing in it, it will be the 
icing on the cake. I played in the under 
21’s at Nairn, Dunbar in front of a home 
crowd and it does not get any better 
than that. So, to be able to do it again 
would be amazing; all these people have 
supported and encouraged me over the 
years and they would love to see me up 
there with the best.

“In 2009, I was disappointed not to be 
in the Vagliano Trophy, I had had two 
second placed finishes in the Orange 
Blossom tour with the University and 
was runner up in the Helen Holm Scot-
tish Open, but I really felt that in 2010 
I had done enough to be in the Curtis 
Cup team that year. I do realise that had 
I been in the Curtis Cup, my 2010 year 
as an individual would not have been so 
memorable but the experience you gain 
from such an event is invaluable.

“Of course I am delighted to be in the 
squad this year and the experience I 
gained last year competing [for Team 
GB & Ire] in the Astor and then Vagliano 
Trophies should be a great advantage.”

MacDonald is one of only two Scots 
to be selected and the Sports Studies 
student has opened her golf season in 
2012 playing several events on the Or-
ange Blossom Women’s Tour in Florida, 
along with six other University of Stir-
ling golf scholars. Despite her career 

success so far however, MacDonald does 
not take her place in the final Curtis Cup 
squad for granted. 

“It is certainly not cut and dried that I 
will be in the final eight. I had a disap-
pointing start to the year in Florida with 
the University, so I will have to make 
doubly sure that I give myself the best 
chance of selection. The fact I was first 
reserve last time does not mean you just 
step up this time, as there are continu-
ally up and coming girls in the picture.

“I am currently out in Abu Dhabi for 
some warm weather practice with Amy 
Boulden, a fellow Curtis Cup squad 
member, and I have been watching the 
Abu Dhabi Championship, watching Ti-
ger Woods on form.  It’s totally inspira-
tional for me to see golf in such a spec-
tacular venue and it really motivates me 
to put in the hard work.” 

By the end of the year, MacDonald will 
not only hope to have represented her 
country in the Curtis Cup, but will also 
hope to have graduated from the Uni-
versity of Stirling and be well on her way 
towards possessing a playing card on 
the European Women’s tour. The golfer 
feels strongly that her time within the 
scholarship programme at the Univer-
sity has been invaluable.

“Without the support and opportuni-
ties of the University I would not be in 
such a good place,” Kelsey continued. 
“The opportunities afforded to me have 
been amazing: Florida now four times, 
Argentina with the R&A twice, Spain 
for the World games and China for the 
World Student Games.  Every time you 
compete in these arenas you gain some-
thing. All the SUS and BUCS competi-
tions are held on quality courses with 
quality players, and coupled with the 
flexibility of my studies, this is a perfect 

routine.
“The financial support has been crucial 

for me too, with the scholarship, R&A 
Bursary and Winning Student Award, I 
have been able to concentrate on studies 
and golf without financial worries. Apart 
from living expenses, the money has 
allowed me to travel abroad for warm 
weather training and to compete in 
Europe, helping to gain the experience 
needed to move up to the next step.”

“Looking back over the years with 
Catriona Matthews, Maria Horjth and 
Lynn Kenny, I intend to follow in their 
footsteps and can see the “new batch” 
of very promising young golfers coming 
into the setup with Raleigh Gowrie and 
Lesley MacKay. With all the coaching, 
strength and conditioning, and just the 
moral support the University offers, it’s 
really, in my opinion, the best.”

Curtis Cup call up for golf scholar Kelsey
Stuart Kenny
Sports Editor

MacDonald is delighted with her inclusion             Picture: Steve Lindridge

Students involved in 2014 Commonwealth push

Two athletes aspiring to par-
ticipate in the Glasgow 2014 
Commonwealth Games were 
at the University of Stirling to 

help promote the Lead 2014 campaign, 
a programme designed to improve par-
ticipation in sport locally through a se-
ries of methods. 

Grant Sheldon and Cameron Brodie, 
both students at the University, were 
there on Friday 3 February to help 
launch the campaign at the University’s 

running track. 
More than 1,000 pupils and students 

the length and breadth of Scotland are 
gearing up to be part of the programme, 
launched at Scotland’s University for 
Sporting Excellence. The programme 
is a partnership between sportscotland, 
who are based on campus, Youth Sport 
Trust, and Glasgow 2014. 

Brig spoke to Michael McChord, 
Sports Participation Co-Ordinator, 
who told us that Lead 2014 is “A volun-
teering leadership programme geared 
towards developing young leaders 
through school, and providing struc-

tured workshops as part of a one-day 
conference, focusing on different skills, 
such as leadership and communications 
skills. 

“Also it teaches them how to deliver 
a Commonwealth games mini-festival, 
taking some of our [Stirling’s] students, 
up skill them with practical experience 
and theoretical knowledge, so that they 
can deliver this to secondary schools 
across Scotland, and they can then do 
the same. It gets young people involved 
in sport. The idea is that it will expand, 
and grow, and have a greater impact on 
volunteering.”

 McChord went on to say later, “It’s 
about getting people engaging in sport 
and Glasgow 2014 and developing a 
legacy from that”. Grant Sheldon, of 
Hamilton, South Lanarkshire, and a 
first-year studying at the University for 
a degree in Mathematics, was crowned 
British Triathlon Junior Super Series 
Champion in 2011, following three 
impressive podiums finishes, includ-
ing his hometown event and future 
Glasgow 2014 triathlon venue, the GE 
Strathclyde Park Junior Triathlon. He 
is dreaming of being a member of Team 
Scotland at the Commonwealth games 

following on from representing Great 
Britain at the European Junior Cham-
pionships. 

Sheldon trains with triathlonscot-
land’s national squads. Talented swim-
mer, Cameron Brodie, represented 
Team Scotland at the Delhi 2010 Com-
monwealth Games in the 100m and 
200m Butterfly. The University of Stir-
ling Sports Studies student bases his 
training at the British Swimming Inten-
sive Training Centre (ITC) on campus, 
which includes a 50m pool and land 
conditioning suite. 

Continued p.26>>

David Chalmers


